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What “Great Things Hath God Done” for us! 
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£ ‘WE THANK THEE, LORD 


By EDITH WILLIAMS 


We thank Thee, Lord, for sunlit hours We're grateful, Lord, for harvest fields © - 

And health and strength to labor, Abundant for the reaping; . 

For singing birds and fragrant flowers _ For peace that comes to troubled hearts, 

# And for a friendly neighbor. And calmness after weeping. ; 

| We thank Thee for rich moonlight nights, We thank Thee for our Saviour’s love 

And nights of starry wonder; And challenge to endeavor, 

Ri For silver rain in summer’s drouth Thy many blessings, Lord, have made 
With its majestic thunder. Thanksgiving Day forever! 
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and serve God according to our convictions. Other nations claim that 
freedom, but nowhere else does it find such full expression. We have 
no state Church and no religious hierarchy which claims special privi- 
leges. We have the open Bible and can preach its message just as it is. Under. 
‘such circumstances we have no one to blame but ourselves if the great principles 
for which Christ died are not proclaimed and practiced. 


QD): have the greatest of all rights and privileges in America. We can worship 
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Church Year Calendar 
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Morning and Even- 
ing Lessons indicated for 
each day. 


A convenient show- 
ing: of calendar dates of 
preceding and following 
months. 


For each weekday a 
choice Bible verse for a 
ide to daily Christian 
iving. The appointed 
lessons and colors for the 


Church Year are indi- 
cated for Sundays and 
festivals. 


Large black figures 
are used for weekday dates 
while Sundays and major 
festivals and holidays are 

emphasized in red. Month- 
ly moon phases are pic- 
tured. 


The twelve calendar 
pages with cover are 
bound together at the 
top with a metal binder, 
with cord for ing. 

Size of calendar, 914 
x15%4 inches. 


SUGGESTIONS 
Arrange at once for some organization or individual to under- 
take the sale of this calendar. 


_ Make an early start. The best time to start is soon after Church 
activity gets under way in the fall. 


Inciude your community in your sales campaign. 


PRICE AND PROFIT LIST 


Number Cost Sell Profits 

5 $1.25 $1.50 $0.25 

10 2.30 3.00 -70 

25 S25 7.50 2.25 

50 9.00 15.00 6.00 

100 17.00 30.00 13.00 

200 32.00 60.00 28.00 

300 45.00 90.00 45.00 

500 70.00 150.00 80.00 


TERMS—Cash within thirty days after shipment, providing 
order is signed by a pastor or officer of an organization. Transporta- 
tion extra on quantities of 200 and over. Calendars are not returnable. 


The Calendar retails at 30 cents 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS” 


PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING 
PROCLAMATIONS 


Agi has become customary for the President of the 
United States to issue to the people an annual 
* proclamation calling us to spend one day of the 
year in special thanksgiving. Washington, in the first 
year of his administration, wrote a proclamation calling 
for the giving of thanks to God “for His kind care and 
protection of the people of this country previous to their 
becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold mercies 
and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the 
course and conclusion of the war; for the great degree 
of tranquility, union, and plenty which we have since 
enjoyed; and for the peaceable and rational manner in 
which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of 
government for our safety and happiness.” He proceeded 
to request prayer for the protection and guidance of all 
sovereigns and nations and for the promotion of science, 
peace, concord, and true religion among them and us. 


Probably Washington, in issuing this proclamation, 
was thinking of the call to thanksgiving that we find in 
Deuteronomy 16, verses 13 and 14: “Thou shalt keep the 
feast of the tabernacles seven days. After that thou hast 
gathered in from thy threshing-floor and from thy wine- 
press: and thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou and thy 
son, and thy daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy 
maid-servant, and the Levite, and the sojourner, and the 
fatherless and the widow, that are within thy gates.” 


Washington issued only one other thanksgiving 
proclamation. ‘While John Adams was in office he issued 
two. Jefferson regarded it as too much like a “mon- 
archial practice,’ and declined to issue any. Madison 
was the author of four, the last of which was a special 
thanks at the close of the War of 1812. From that time 
there were no national thanksgiving proclamations by any 
of our Presidents until 1863. From the time of Lincoln 
we have had annual presidential proclamations. 


This year our observance of the day may well fol- 
low the plan suggested by another proclamation in the 
Bible: “Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto him for whom nothing is pre- 
pared; for this day is holy unto the Lord; neither be ye 
grieved; for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.” 


Thanksgiving 


Our Pilgrim Fathers left their homes, and dared 
The dangers of a wilderness. They set 

Their minds and hearts determinate to get 

A finer freedom than their country shared. 

They paid the price of hunger, and were bared 

To winter winds and every Indian threat. 

How little sun on their horizon! Yet : 
They paused for thanks where others had despaired. 


Let’s keep the good old custom which was theirs: 
Make glad reunion fan the old hearth fire, 
And may no chair be empty at the board. 
Let not the spirit of the Pilgrim prayers 
That breathed above the turkey be withheld, 
Nor their unfailing God be less adored. 
—By WILLIAM CHRISTOPHER SAYRS 


Deep-rooted faith tn God’s guidance teaches us always to raise 
grateful hearts to heaven—even in the midst of adversity and distress 


HEADQUARTERS’ WINDOW 


How Thankful Are We? 

With the wars and rumors of wars, futile statesman- 
ship endeavoring to lead peoples out of a muddle in 
which it itself is bogged, moral ideals thrown to the 
winds and the Gospel of Jesus Christ disregarded by a 
majority of the population in our homeland, one is put 
to it to be thankful for man’s achievements as we face 
another Thanksgiving. 

We can, however, be thankful as always for personal 
blessings. Let us be like the poor old sick woman who, 
upon being asked what she had to be thankful for, 
looked about the shabby walls of her room and replied, 
“For sunshine through the cracks.” There are always 
rays of sunshine through the cracks. 

Individuals who have found a warm glow of satisfac- 
tion which comes through knowing and serving Jesus 
Christ, are always thankful. As a people we have been 
well remembered by our Father during the year and as 
we remember the plentious harvest we can say with the 
Psalmist, “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and forget not 
all His benefits.” 

Our Luther League has much for which to give 
thanks. Our young people have developed in intelligence. 
They know more about their Church and its needs; 
they are learning how to give as well as serve, and they 
are becoming better students of the Word. Let us im- 
prove and show our thankfulness in larger gifts and by 
better service to the Church. 


Depending Upon You 

Past experience has proven to us that there are a 
lot of Luther Leaguers who are interested in our Luther 
League Review, but who have not contacted other Luther 
Leaguers who do not subscribe to the Review. Why? 

Of course, you can appreciate that we are naturally 
anxious to get the Luther League Review into the hands 
of all our Luther Leaguers as we realize the value that 
would result, if all our Leaguers would read the Review. 

Why not contact these young people in your League 
and submit the Review to them and if possible get a sub- 
scription. Five or ten of the Leaguers “clubbing” the 
subscriptions each will receive it at a reduced price. 

We feel quite sure that as you present the Review 
to the Leaguers with your proposition, you will be 
pleasantly surprised to see the number of subscriptions 
that can be obtained. Act on this proposition at once 
and help us procure 1000 new subscribers by December 
1, 1937. 'We are confident that with your help the ver- 
dict will be favorable. 


Inner Mission Month 


October 15 to November 15 has been designated by 
the United Lutheran Church on its calendar for special 
days and seasons to the Inner Mission Board. We are 
all deeply interested in the fine work in which our Inner 
Mission agencies and institutions are engaged. During 
this month we shall discuss in our League meetings the 
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topics so ably prepared by Rev. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., 

the Executive Secretary of the Board. In connection 

with the preparation of these topics for discussion we 

should keep in mind: the Inner Mission agencies and 

Institutions on our territory and present some interesting 

features of the work that is being accomplished. 
Sharing Willingly 

This is the time when we, as members of the 
Church will be asked to state the amount of our gift to 
the congregation’s budget for 1938. 

Our money ought to be shared willingly and given 
to that which we should like to see grow. How all of 
us should delight as Christians to see the Church grow 
and the Gospel proclaimed to the entire world. 

The Boards and Agencies of our United Lutheran 
Church cannot efficiently carry on tomorrow if there is 
a further decline in money available for their Christian 
service. Fail not to regard seriously the “for others” 
side of the Church envelope, the word is “Benevolence.” 


GREAT SEALS OF NATIONS 
(By Earle W. Gage) 
VERY nation of standing has its great seal, the 
Ces official imprint which decorates papers of state. 
This is issued by the authority of the chosen 
leaders. Probably the youngest member of the family of 
national seals is that of the Irish Free State, which bears 
the harp emblem as well as the king’s head to indicate 
allegiance to the empire of which the king is the symbol. 

Designs of the oldest seals known to man are myth- 
ological, religious, ceremonial, and emblematic. Long 
before the Christian era Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon 
had their seals or sign imprints of stone and metal. 
Research has been unable to fix a precise period when 
the seal first entered “the circle of objects found useful 
by man.” The ancient Jewish race was familiar with the 
seal, a special mark used to set apart certain objects. 
Monasteries and religious houses had their seals; so did 
princes, bishops, and abbots. Though usually made of 
lead, other metals were employed for both official and 
private seals, those of Byzantine emperors being of gold. 
The seals of a few great nations have to-day supplanted 
the more decorative seals of duchies, principalities, and 
feudal realms. 

The great seals of nations, which are used on 
numerous state papers, have been undergoing a change 
since republics and dictators have swept aside much of 
the pomp and circumstance of monarchy. On Germany’s 
seal, the black eagle is no longer surrounded by royal 
detail, and on Italy’s official stamp the lichen rods and 
ax of the Fascists rub shoulders with the insignia of the 
House of Savoy. France has long had its fasces, or 
bundle of rods with hatchet enfolded, together with the 
words, “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” 

England’s great seal dates from the days of Edward 
the Confessor. On the first official stamp the monarch 
is shown seated on the throne, wearing the royal mantle 
and crown, with a scepter in his right hand, a sword in 
his left. The design is like that on England’s present 
great seal, on the obverse surface of which appears King 
‘George in royal regalia holding the scepter, and on the 
reverse surface the king on horseback. In England, the 
great seal is always in use, When Parliament is dis- 
solved, a treaty concluded with a foreign power, or a 
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royal charter granted to town, university, or institution, 
it is brought forth from its place of safety. Its impress, 
about the size of a muffin, hangs from the credentials of 
every ambassador and every colonial governor. 

Scepter, crown, and robes of state emerge from their 
wrappings only on rare occasions. They have endured 
through the years. The scepter now in use was held by 
Charles II. But a new seal is provided for each succes- 
sive sovereign. After its adoption the new ruler taps the 
discarded die with a small hammer. Then the seal passes 
to the British Museum, where may be found a fine 
collection of the seals of the past. Likewise, France has 
a notable array of seals dating back to that of the half- 
length figure of King Dagobert I. 

Characteristic embellishments appear on the seals of 
Belgium, Holland, and the Scandinavian countries. And 
there are the kangaroo and ostrich of Australia, the 
dragon of China, the golden lion of Roumania. 


The bald eagle of the United States has adorned the 
official documents of this country since the design of the 
great seal, June 20, 1782. On the obverse side of the 
seal is a half eagle with wings and talons extended. On 
the breast of the bird is an escutcheon having a blue 
chief. The sinister talon holds thirteen leaves and thir- 
teen berries. Eagle, arrows, and olive branch are in 
natural hues. In the eagle’s beak is a golden scroll, bear- 
ing the motto, E Pluribus Unum.” The tail feathers of 
the eagle in the seal number nine, although the bird itself 
always has twelve. The crest over the eagle’s head con- 
sists of a golden glory issuing from a cloud and con- 
taining, on a blue field, thirteen five-pointed silver stars. 


The reverse surface of the seal, which has never 
been cut, shows an unfinished pyramid. The lowest 
course of the pyramid bears the Roman numerals 
MDCCLXXVI. Beneath the pyramid, on a golden scroll, 
is the motto, “Novus Ordo Seclorum”—‘“a new era in the 
ages’—and above is the motto, “Annuit Coeptis’—“he 
prospers our beginning.” Custodianship of the great 
seal of the United States is vested in the Department of 
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A Medical Center 
The challenge again comes to us to support the new 
Missionary project of the Luther League of America— 
the erection of a Medical Center at a cost of $10,000. 
This amount is to be raised during the coming biennium. 
K onnarock, Virginia, is our 
O pportunity 
N ow to support the 
New Luther League project and 
Answer a medical problem. 
Reaching these mountain people physically 
and spiritually is 
Our goal to win them for 
Christ and His 
K ingdom. 


MARTHA HOFFMANN 


Missionary Secretary, New Jersey Luther 
League—The Skeeter 


Help us procure 1000 new subscribers to The Luther 
League Review by contacting members of your League. 
Thanks. 
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AUNT JANE'S THANKSGIVING PARTY 


(By Lois E. Davis) 


UNT JANE had sent out the invitations to her 
annual Thanksgiving party; and all of them had 
been accepted. Then she sat down to think. It 
was to be just a family party. No one outside of the 
charmed circle had been invited. And there was no place 
where a better time could be had than at Aunt Jane’s. 

“It seems to me,’ she thought, “that it is selfish 
for me not to do for any but my own this year. We have 
prospered during the last twelve months in many ways. 
The ground and orchards have yielded abundantly, the 
poultry yard has done well, and we have had no sickness 
or deaths in the family. I will receive more at Sister 
Mary’s at Christmas, many times over, than I will give 
next week. ‘What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
His benefits toward me?” 

It was with a sober face that Aunt Jane looked 
long and earnestly into the fire and thought of her 
mercies and blessings. At last she exclaimed: “I have it,” 
and clapped her hands so loudly that she awakened 
Uncle Silas who had fallen asleep over his pipe, while 
sitting in the chimney corner. 

“What is it, Jane? What is it? 
got?” 

“Silas, you go to sleep again. 
into the cellar.” 

But the good husband was now thoroughly aroused, 
and in a few minutes he approached the cellar door and 
called down the stairs: 

“Where are you, Jane? What are you doing down 
in the cellar?” 

“T am counting my pies, Silas.” 

After the pies were counted and the husband and 
wife had returned to the room, after fastening securely 
the cellar door, they sat down opposite each other, by 
the open fire. The wife was the first to speak. 

“Silas, let us have a good old-fashioned heart-to- 
heart talk tonight. It is a long time since we had our 
last one, and I feel like talking.” 

“Yes, Jane, but it is getting late. Isn’t it about time 
to go upstairs?” 

“Tt is; but this will be a short talk. The case is one 
that calls more for action than words.” 

“What do you mean! Are you crazy tonight, Jane?” 

“T am as far removed from it as possible. Silas, 
you remember the words, ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fullness thereof’ ?” ; 

“Certainly. I have never denied that all I have in 
reality belongs to my Maker.” 

“Then, if it belongs to Him, we are to use it ac- 
cording to His will, and not deviate from His command- 
ments.” 

“Jane, you mean that the ingathering at the harvest 
season is unequally distributed over the earth, and we 
should give a portion of the increase of our land to 
others at this time?” 

“Vou have guessed rightly. Have you counted your 
barrels of apples yet?” 

“No, but there are many of them. I could spare a 
few of them.” 

“The widow Shepard has five young children, and 
not much to bring them up on. You have not forgotten 


What have you 


I am going down 


how we loved and ate apples in our childhood days, 
Silas?” 

“No, indeed. I will send the widow a barrel of 
winter apples, and one of windfalls. Become acquainted 
with other cases where there is not a sufficiency, and we 
will do the best than we can for them.” 

The evening before Thanksgiving was a busy one 
for Aunt Jane. Uncle Silas had promised to deliver as 
many packages as he found ready for distribution in the 
pantry Thanksgiving morning and Aunt Jane had availed 
herself of his willingness to help, and had placed herself 
in close touch with many needy cases. 

“The children will help you, Silas,” she said. “They 
will need something to do.” 

“T try to be an honest man, Jane. Return to the 
Lord whatever is His due, and be grateful for the op- 
portunity to do so.” ; 

Rising as early in the morning as it was proper for 
a person of her age, Mrs. Prentice and her husband had 
a talk together before they began their work for the 
day. ; 

“Now, Silas, we must make a special effort to do 
right today, for the friends who will be with us will be 
influenced by the course we pursue. We must not forget 
the long-time custom and habit of going to Church in 
the morning, and one or both of us must find our way to 
the old pew. Perhaps some of the young people will 
enjoy going with you.” 

“Certainly, Mother, certainly. And after I have 
carried the packages around I will get ready. It is very 
important that our family should be represented at the 
Thanksgiving service.” 

The homecoming friends received a joyous welcome 
the next morning by both heads of the family, and in 
this respect Mr. Prentice exceeded. He immediately, 
seconded by his thrifty wife, set about making up a party 
to accompany him to meeting. So’ successful was he in 
his undertaking that when the time came for the minister 
to announce the singing of the first hymn, there were no 
vacant seats in the Prentice pew. 

Those remaining at home, who had come to spend 
Thanksgiving with uncle and aunt, grandpa and grandma, 
did not forget the old-time spirit of helpfulness, and went 
to work to prepare the turkey and tongue and ham and 
side dishes, and a little later the dessert. Of all these 
there was an ample sufficiency to meet any large or sud- 
den demand. It was with evident pleasure that each guest 
sat down to the table at the dinner hour. To the aston- 
ishment of his wife, Mr. Prentice took home with him 
the minister and his wife, and two of the deacons, and 
their wives. 

“Why, Pa! how did you happen to do such a: 
thing?” exclaimed the hostess after she had led him out-: 
side of the kitchen door. 

_“They had no visitors to spend the day with them, 
and thought they might be lonesome,” said the one who. 
had broken in upon the usual routine of the Thanks- 
giving party. 

“You did just right. There is enough and to spare. 
And we will view the deed with satisfaction when we sit 
down to review the events of the day.” 
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They were good listeners as well as good talkers, 
those happy people who had laid aside their work and 
their cares, to sit down at that Thanksgiving dinner. A 
generous flow of conversation enlivened and prolonged 
the time spent in eating and brought into close contact 
minds of different mold and culture. Opinions and beliefs 
were stated, analyzed, and criticized. The society was 
delightful, the dinner all that could be desired. When 
the company adjourned to the parlor and sitting room 
the minister and deacons, with their wives, went to their 
homes, while the others employed their time in innocent 
and harmless pleasure and amusements. 


The day wore away, and the last guest had departed. 
Mr. and Mrs. Prentice were again alone and seated 
opposite each other by the sitting room fire. It was 
evening. Clouds were in the sky and the snow was 
falling. 

“We have had a good day, Jane,” said the husband 
as they drew closer together. 

“Yes; what was the text this morning?” 

“ ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name.’ ” 

Mrs. Prentice rose from her seat and went to the 
piano, almost discarded by reason of its age, and opened 
it. And the two, companions of many. years, sang to- 
gether: 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 
—SOURCE UNKNOWN 


A MESSAGE FROM DOROTHY 
Dear Leaguers: 

By the time you read these words of greeting, some 
of you will have had the opportunity of meeting Kenneth 
Killinger, “The Mountain Missionary of Virginia,’ who 
is the missionary in that section where the Luther 
League of America is soon to have the privilege of 
erecting a Medical Center. I had hoped that Mr. Kiull- 
inger would be sending you a message through this 
month’s Review, but illness has made it impossible. In 
a later issue, he will tell you something of the great 
need for the Medical Center in Konnarock. 


I am taking this informal way of greeting all of you 
and urging your whole-hearted support of our new ob- 
jective for the coming biennium, $10,000, for the Medical 
Center in Konnarock. Let us all give freely and willing- 
ly, and pray earnestly for the success of our objective 
and for the people whom our gift will serve. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. DOROTHY BORGSTEDE 
Missionary Secretary, Luther League of America 


The pamphlet describing the proposed Medical 
Center at Konnarock, Virginia, is now available in 
quantities at the Headquarters of the Luther 
League of America, 806 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 


Help us procure 1000 new subscribers to The Luther 
League Review by contacting members of your League. 
Thanks. 
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A THANKSGIVING PARTY 
(By Luther A. Grossman) 


Decorations 

Great cornstalks, with the husk merely turned back 
to show the yellow ear, are extremely effective in decorat- 
ing. Place a huge bunch of these on either side of the 
entrance door. They may also be placed at the entrance 
to dining-room, their sentinel-like appearance making 
them charming as a doorway decoration. Here and 
there great pumpkins hollowed out to admit the flower- 
pot with its growing green make unique jardiniers. A 
bunch of corn where the ear is red, tied by means of a 
bow of yellow ribbon to the chandelier makes a pretty 
spot of color, besides being the cause of much quiet fun. 


Receiving the Guests 

Upon entering, each guest is given a picture of a 
turkey. On the back is written either “John Alden” or 
“Miles Standish.” (Have an equal number of each if 
possible.) 

Games 

Pumpkin-Scoring. Place three or four hollowed-out 
pumpkins with big holes out in the top, at uneven in- 
tervals (not in a straight line) aiong end of room and 
paste numbers on each one—20 on the one furthest 
away, 15 on the next, 10 on the next, and 6 on the 
nearest. Have five small bean bags ready. Alternately 
a player from each side is given five chances to throw 
a bean bag into the pumpkins. Each must try to score 
as much as possible for his side. The side reaching the 
highest total score wins. Someone must act as score- 
keeper. 

Nut Relay. Ask the guests to line up again on sides. 
Place a pile of peanuts or walnuts at one end of the 
room and two of the hollowed-out pumpkins used in the 
previous game at the other—one at the end of each line. 
The first man in each line, at a given signal, runs to the 
pile of nuts, puts as many as he thinks he can carry on 
the back of his left hand, runs to the other end of the 
room on the outside of the line without touching his 
left hand with his right, deposits the nuts in the pump- 
kin at the end of his line and returns to his place in 
line. The next man follows immediately. If one line 
finishes before the next, the quicker line may start over 
again and carry nuts until each man in the slow line 
has had a chance to carry some. Then a signal is given 
for all to stop and the line which has the most nuts in 
its pumpkin is the winner. 


Song Contest. Now is a good time for a song con- 


test. Four people are selected to act as judges. The 
song is announced. It may be “Auld Lang Syne” or 
“Comin’ Through the Rye’—one verse. The Miles 


Standishes sing it first and then the John Aldens, The 
judges pick the side as winner which sings best. After 
this the guests will probably be ready to sit down. 

Nut Guessing. Seat the John Aldens on one side 
and the Miles Standishes on the other. Give all pencils 
and paper with the following sentences typed on them 
(without answers, of course). They are to fill in the 
blanks with the kinds of nuts indicated by the sentences: 

A part of the human body? ........ (Chest-nut) 

A: -vegetable?e 1, seen panene aes (Pea-nut) 

A country in South America? ....(Brazil-nut) 

something aroundoGhinaeys emaes coat (Wal-nut) 
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Something you like to eat? ...... (Butter-nut) 
What small boys don’t like? ....(Hickory-nut) 
PNM ATUIIS hee a NAL ae, ettn ey took oe (Pig-nut) 
Something which makes us rich, 
awemlavelrenotghe) a... 0: (Dough-nut) 
What we all like to play on 
iba” Gehan GaDNNEh. Bo eae weveeod meres (Beech-nut) 


Abdi CERO (Poor-nuts) 


Read the correct answers aloud and ask the guests 
to change papers and put an “X” against the ones they 
find incorrect. Collect the papers and count up the total 
number of correct answers given on each side to see 
which of the two sides wins. 

Pilgrim Meeting. The aim of this game is for one 
side to make the other side laugh. Three people on each 
side are asked to propose to Priscilla—the Miles Stand- 
ishes as they think he would have done it, and the John 
Aldens as they think he would have done it. (These six 
may be chosen beforehand and warned of what is to 
happen so that they may have an opportunity to prepare 
a witty proposal.) The aim is to make the proposal as 
ridiculous as possible. While a John Alden is proposing, 
all the John Aldens may laugh, but the Miles Standishes 
may not, and vice versa. The procedure should be al- 
ternated from side to side. The side which succeeds in 
making the opposite side laugh most wins. 

Champion Word-Slinger. Pass paper and pencil and 
give every one ten minutes to see how many words can 
be made out of the letters in “chrysanthemum.” 

Pinning Head on a Turkey. Now try pinning the 
head on a turkey. Have a large picture of the Thanks- 
giving bird, minus the head, pinned on a sheet or cur- 
tain. Give each one a chance to pin the head in proper 
place after being blindfolded. 

Feather Football. Now let the plavers divide into 
two sides and gather at opposite ends of a large table. 
In the center of the table is'a downy feather. Players 
on both sides blow against one another in trying to get 
the feather over the opponent’s goal. They may creep 
up as far as the middle of the table, but no farther. 
Should the feather go out of bounds, that is, off one side 
or the other, it is put in play out from the point where 
it went outside. 

Refreshments 

These are now in order and may consist of cider, 
ginger cookies, popcorn balls and apples, or doughnuts 
and coffee. 

While the guests are eating, the prize is awarded 
to the side which has won the majority ot games—either 
the John Aldens or the Miles Standishes. The prize 
consists of a large home-made doll dressed in kerchief 
and cap, bodice and full skirt, and labeled in large letters, 
“Priscilla Mullins.” Her crepe paper skirt may conceal 
a large bag of molasses kisses which may be shared by 


the crowd. 


Recent figures indicate that the number of American 
divorces to marriages in 1870 was 1 in 33; in 1900, 1 in 
12.3; in 1928, 1 in 6. Certainly this is no indication of a 
growing, wholesome society. 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones reports that at the present time 


) _ there are more than 6,000,000 Christians in India and that . 


the number is being increased at about the rate of 12,000 
each month. 
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American XCission Board 


You Have Influence 


You Have Ability 


The great adventure of living is largely an 
adventure of discovery—learning, sometimes with 
pleased astonishment, how much your influence and 
ability can and will achieve. 


Are you ready for just such an adventure—with 
99,999 others? You are, of course. 


Catch the vision of many people—all waiting 
and hoping for what you can do to fulfill their 
hopes. They are in great cities, in towns of the 
rural areas, in the mountains and on the plains— 
east, west and north and south you will find them 
—all through the United States and in Canada. 


And They Are All Hoping 
For What YOU Can Do 


They hope the Anniversary Appeal of the 
Board of American Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church will succeed.. They are members of home 
mission congregations who need Church buildings, 
and the need can be supplied only through loans 
from the Church Extension Fund of the Board, 
after the Appeal succeeds. 


You can help make the Appeal a success—and 
help fulfill the hopes of that multitude. You and 
the 99,999 others who volunteer with you can make 
the start by saying you are ready—ready for the 
new adventure—tready today. 


Talk it over with your fellow Leaguers, but 
first of all, get full information. Send an inquiry 
to the Anniversary Appeal, 506 Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and all the details 
will be mailed you at once. 


Here’s one detail crying for immediate action: 
Can you operate a motion picture projector? If 
you can, your assignment awaits you. Write at 
once to “Motion Picture Division,’ above address. 


IT DOESN’T COST MONEY 


It doesnt’ cost money, as many suppose, 
To have a good time on the earth; 

The best of its pleasures are free unto those 
Who know how to value their worth. 


The sweetest of music the birds to us sing, 
The loveliest flowers grow wild; 

The finest of drinks gushes out of the spring— 
All free to man, woman, and child. 


No money can purchase, no artist can paint, 
Such pictures as nature supplies . 
Forever, all over, to sinner and saint, 

Who use to advantage their eyes. 


Kind words and glad looks, and smiles cheery and brave, 
Cost nothing—no, nothing at all;_ 

And yet all the wealth Monte Cristo could save 

Can make no such pleasure befall. 


To bask in the sunshine, to breathe the pure air, 
Honest toil, the enjoyment of health, 

Sweet slumber refreshing—these pleasures we share 
Without any portion of wealth. 


Communion with friends that are tried, true, and strong, 
To love and be loved for love’s sake— 
In fact, all that makes a life happy and long 
Are free to whoever will take. 
-—Exchange 


NATION-WIDE JUNIOR RALLY DAY 


NOVEMBER 6, 1937 


Every Junior League giving a special 
program, either in their own Church or 
with other Junior Leagues. 


WHAT? 


WHO should attend? Every Senior Leaguer, 
and especially all officers and Secre- 
taries—Local and District—whether you 


have a Junior League or not. 


WHY? To learn about the Junior Department 


and see what the Juniors are doing. 


Dear Leaguers: 
Here are some of the reports of the work of the 
Juniors at some of our 


State Conventions 
which have come to us. (If yours is not included, it is 
-because it was not reported.) 

California. The Juniors joined with the Intermedi- 
ates in a program, “Youth In The Church,” at the con- 
vention at Huntingdon Park. The favors were palm 
trees and napkins with bears; the same as used at the 
Springfield Convention. 

Georgia-Alabama. A program was given by the 
Juniors at the Georgia-Alabama Convention. Rev. Wolf 
spoke in behalf of the department. Psalm 47 was read 
by Bill Harley, St. Luke’s, Thunderbolt. Elsie Lubs, 
Ascension, Savannah, read the Scripture; Margaret 
Ramsing, Ascension, Savannah, recited a poem. Elsie 
Lubs told a story, “What It Cost,” and Augusta Juniors 
gave two dramatizations, “Joseph and the Cup” and “The 
Parable of the Talents.” 

Illinois. The Junior Department joined with the 
Intermediates at the Junior-Intermediate Luncheon. The 
favors were similar to the Junior and Intermediate 
Luncheon at Springfield. The Junior Secretary in her 
‘report urged increased activity. 

Indiana. The State Junior Secretary here had 
charge of children’s work during the week of Summer 
School and a morning program was conducted each 
day, using Junior League material. 

New Jersey had a conference and discussion period 
with the Junior leaders and had a display of handwork. 

New York had a Workers’ Conference and a display 
of handwork, including a set of posters on all the Boards 
of our United Lutheran Church. 

Iowa. The Junior Secretary attended this conven- 
tion and brought a message in behalf of the Juniors. 

Maryland had a demonstration of Junior work at 
their convention over Labor Day. 

Minnesota. The Junior Secretary was present at 
this convention and explained the status of Junior work, 
and also was the speaker at the Junior-Intermediate 
Luncheon. 

Ohio. At the Ohio Convention the State Secretary 
reported the State work and the Springfield Convention. 
The Junior Secretary spoke on the work. Rev. Holland’s 
Juniors of Bryan gave a demonstration of a Home 
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Altar Worship Period. Dr. Blackwelder spoke a few 
words. An informal luncheon was held with about a 
dozen workers. 

Pennsylvania. The Junior Department, in a period 
devoted to a presentation, had the Junior Secretary’s 
report and an address, stressing the need of work with 
the children, by Rev. Corson C. Snyder. 

A Junior Rally with a program on the Deaconess 
work and including worship and other features of a 
regular meeting was held also. 

Texas had a presentation of the work, the Secretary’s 
report, and a display. 

Virginia had a Junior-Intermediate presentation and 
the Secretary’s report. 

West Virginia at Jackson’s Mill, had the Secretary's 
report and recommendations that increased activity be 
aroused in the Jiinior Department. 


Nation-wide Junior Rally Day 

We want all our Senior Leaguers to attend the 
Junior Rallies held on November 6. Look for the one 
in your territory and attend same. 

A program, “A Day with the Juniors,” has been 
prepared, which shows a regular meeting as conducted 
by the Juniors. 

We hope all will attend who possibly can. We want 
the interest and cooperation of all the Seniors in the 
Junior program. 

The plan is to have rallies everywhere throughout 
the Luther League of America at the same time, with 
all of the Junior Leagues of a District combining, two 
or three of a neighborhood joining, or where this is 
impossible, the program given in each Local League. 

Seniors encourage the Juniors. 


The November Calendar 

Here is the Calendar for November: 

November 6—Nation-wide Junior Rally Day. 

November 7—Topic: ‘“‘Workers Who Give Us Beauty.” 

November 14—Topic: “Beautiful Lives in History.” 

November 21—Thanksgiving Meeting. 

November 28—Missionary Meeting—‘‘Broken Guns.” 

The Reading Course 

If you have not already secured some of the books 
of the Junior Reading Course, do so at once, and start 
the plans for this part of the work. 

The books of the Course are: 


Broken Guns—Brainard 2... ....cccceccceccce $1.00 
The World on a Farm—Warner ............ 75 
Doorways—Entwistle  ..c ec dea vk oelewwgewek 75 
Bible Stories for Children, 8-10—Chalmers .. .25 
Famous Children of Story Book Land—Large .50 

$3.25 


These books are not only to be circulated and read, 
some of them are to be used as text books for study in 
the meetings. 


Have the Juniors read each book and put up a 
Reading Course Roll on your wall. A picture of children 
reading at the top and a list of all the Juniors may be 
used. Add a star for each book used. 


If you cannot purchase all the books now, purchase 
them one at a time as they are needed, 
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There is also a Contest on these books in which we 
hope all the Junior Leaguers will take part. This is an 
Essay Contest and here are the rules: 

1. Essays are to be written, telling briefly a little 
about each book and how each was used in the League. 
These may be illustrated with pictures or drawings or 
made attractive in any other way, with illustrated cover, 
or fancy title letters. 

2. All essays must be received by Headquarters not 
later than June 1, 1938. 

3. A small banner (sent from Headquarters) will 
be presented at each State Convention to the Junior 
having written the best essay in the State. 

4. A large banner will be presented at the State 
Convention to the Junior who in the estimation of the 
judges has written the best essay of all the State essays 
selected in each State. 

(Send all essays to Headquarters. The winner in 
each State will receive a small banner, and the best of 
these State essays will be awarded a large banner, pre- 
sented at that Junior’s State Convention. No essays re- 
ceived after June 1, 1938, will be considered.) 

A new set of Reading Course books will again be 
awarded to the Junior League having the largest percent- 
age of their Juniors reading the books. 


The Topics 

The Topics during November include several on the 
beautiful things of life. Is the child’s religious life af- 
fected by beauty? Does music, poetry, pictures, shape 
his life? Can we fill his life with a love of the beautiful? 
Do beautiful things help him to worship? 

Do not fail to gather, while you are studying this 
set of Topics, all the extra material you can find to help 
in the meetings. Poems, pictures, music, stories of 
beautiful lives, all will help to enrich the Topics and 
will aid in future worship periods. 

Especially plan for a Picture File. Gather all the 
pictures available and have the Juniors catalogue them. 
Let them make a card or book file with the titles of the 
pictures, so they are ready for use at any time. These 
may be used as well in the other organizations of the 
Church, 

Also start a Poetry Book, having the Juniors gather 
fine poems and arranging them so they are available for 
use in the Worship Periods. 


Thanksgiving 

Do not forget to appoint a special committee and 
make some special plans for Thanksgiving. Note the 
Topic for the Thanksgiving meeting and make plans 
now. 

Discover with your Juniors the real meaning and 
purpose of Thanksgiving. Have them study its real 
significance. 

The book, “The Children’s Book of Thanksgiving 
Stories,” which doubtless can be found at the library, 
contains some excellent Thanksgiving stories. 

And do not fail to share Thanksgiving with some one 
else. From a thankful heart let the Juniors show their 
thankfulness by doing something for others. Plan this 
ahead with your Juniors. A Thanksgiving Committee 
might present this the first week of Thanksgiving and 
plan for something which can be done. 
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New World Friendship Project 

Do you remember about the World Friendship pro- 
jects which the Juniors helped—the dolls for Japan, the 
Mexican school bags, and the gifts to the Philippine 
Islands? 

Now there is a new project and we believe the 
Juniors will all want to help. This project is the send- 
ing of suitcases to the refugee children of Spain, filled 
with clothes and toys. 

We are studying about Peace. None of us like to 
think of homes destroyed by war, of hungry, cold and 
poorly-clad little children, yet in Spain that is what the 
children of Spain are suffering because of the war that 
has raged there. 

At this Thanksgiving season we should be ready to 
share Thanksgiving with others. 

Many of the Junior Leagues will be able to send a 
suitcase to the Spanish children and we trust many will 
be reported. 

The suitcases cost one dollar. A list of articles to 
be included is furnished. Full information concerning 
the whole project and materials to make an interesting 
meeting, with Spanish songs, etc., and plans for sending 
the suitcase should be secured from the Committee on 
World Friendship Among Children, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York. 

We hope many of our Leagues will help. 


“Broken Guns” 

If you have not already started the study of this 
book, do so at once. Either follow it once a month as 
outlined in the Light Brigade Topic the last of each 
month, or use it for six weeks, completing the study in 
that time. 

In these days when the grim shadow of war is be- 
coming darker and darker, it is most fitting that we teach 
World Peace to the Juniors. This book leads the 
Junior to think for himself about war. 3 

Have the Juniors make a “Peace” Scrapbook and 
put into it all the material they can find on Peace. 


Looking Forward 

Plan now for your Christmas activities. December 
first is the time to start all your Christmas activities and 
it is none too soon to start. 

Are you working on the Twelve Point Program and 
striving to be on the Honor Roll at the end of the 
season? 

Are you thinking about the Little Leaguers and 
planning for them? They will be better Juniors if you 
start now. 

Your Junior Secretary, 


(fender de tohthouse/ 


A chair of ecumenics, first of its kind in any re- 
ligious institution, has been created at the Princeton 
Theological Seminary according to announcement by 
Dr. John Alexander Mackey, President. Its purpose will 
be a study of the “universal Christian Church, its nature, 
status and problems in the world of today; its mission- 
ary movement and policy; its strategy in relation to the 
non-Christian faiths, as well as the new faiths of 
communism and fascism.” 
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BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS 


“God’s Architecture,” by Oscar Rem, Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House, Price $1.90. 

This unique book, dedicated to the ‘‘Lutheran Youth 
of America” is stimulating and challenging. The author 
presents a delightful message to young people about the 
essentials of a Christian life. 

The theme, “Is God Building His Temple In Man?” 
indicates the subject matter of this inspiring message to 
youth. 

The chapter topics are: ‘‘The Architect,” ‘The Blue- 
print,’ “The Carpenter,’ “The Technique,” “The Spirit,” 
“The Christian,’ ‘The Church.” Bible references are 
numerous. 

We join the author in recommending this book as 
“a messenger of God’s grace, hoping it may be a little 
missionary in the service of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 


who loved us and gave Himself a ransom for our sins.” 
PAUL M. KINPORTS 


“Little Known Women of the Bible,” by Eveleen 
Harrison, Round Table Press, Pages 133, Price $1.25. 

The great value of this book is the presentation of 
the silent influence and heroism of some of the women 
of the Bible. The author presents a woman’s interpreta- 
tion of these little known women in Old and New Testa- 
ment history, as: Leah, Miriam, Elizabeth, Anna the 
Prophetess, ctc 


Delightfully interesting and proftable reading. 
PAUL M. KINPORTS 


“Courtesy Book,” by Horace J. Gardner and Patricia 
Farren, J. B. Lippincott Company, London, Philadelphia, 
Pages 112, Price $1.00. 

Courtesy is one of the old time arts which money 
cannot buy, and the authors have therefore written this 
book in the hope of helping more people of all ages and 
in all the walks of life. It covers: Personal Neatness; 
Table Technique; Clothes; The Art of Conversation: 
Engagements; Travel; Showers and 'Weddings; Birth- 
days and Funerals. 

_ The essential points of courtesy are stressed, It 
contains many essential points of etiquette. The book is 
tremendously worthwhile as a guide to develop poise and 
confidence. : 
PAUL M. KINPORTS 
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These books can be procured from The United 
Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.: 860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IIL; 219 
Sixth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.; or 1617 Sumter Street, 
Columbia, S. C. 


A LITTLE STORY FROM JAPAN 
(By Rev. A. J. Stirewalt, D.D., Tokyo) 

After some business experience in Manchuria, Miura 
San was convinced that his Father’s business was more 
important. He became one of the five original ministerial 
students to enter the Japan Lutheran Theological Semin- 
ary at its beginning, in Kumamoto, in 1909. But his 
studies were interrupted. Twice the doctors misjudged 
and three times was his right leg amputated so that none 
of the infected bone would be left. In all, he had spent 
almost a year in the hospital, but to be about his Father’s 
business was still his purpose. He graduated in 1915 and 
was assigned work in Shimonoseki. 


For five years his work was marked by faithfulness 
to his purpose. Japanese teachers for the seminary were 
needed. Rev. Miura was selected to go abroad. Two 
years at Gettysburg Seminary, return to his native land, 
and then appointment to professorship in the seminary. 


In 1925, property was secured in Tokyo and the 
seminary moved; but funds did not permit completion 
of the plans. The administration building existed only 
in hope 


In 1930 the Japan Lutheran Church was reorganized. 
Rev. Miura was elected president and has been re-elected 
each year since. His influence with individuals and in 
half of the development of the work of the Church, as 
well as with the seminary students, is considerable. 


Eventually, the administration building became a 
reality, and in February 1935, was dedicated to the 
service of God, The seminary buildings are now complete 
and this building is the plant’s crown. Just above the 
entrance to the double doorway is a large bronze plate 
showing that this fine building is a gift from the Luther 
League of America. The building shows what the 
Luther League can do. Rev. Miura shows what the 
seminary can do. It all shows what God, through us, 
can do. 


Giving Thanks 


Lord God of hosts, we render thanks 
For all thy mercies sure; 

Thy vender love environs us 

And will through life endure. 


Teach us to know thy perfect will 
And truly humble be; 

May we in gladness praise thy name 
Through all eternity. 


Lord God of hosts, we offer thanks 
And call upon thy name; 

A psalm of praise to thee we sing, 
Thy wondrous love proclaim. 


Thou art our refuge and our strength, 
‘Lhere is no other power; 

If sudden danger Gutotens us, 

We find in thee a tower. 


Lord God of hosts, we offer praise, 
Direct us cn our way; 

With grateful hearts we worship thee 
On this Thanksgiving Day. 


—By GRENVILLE KLEISER 
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Another month, another letter! It was just a month 
ago today—the 4th of September—that I was in Car- 
thage, Illinois, to attend the annual convention of the 
Luther League of Illinois. The Lutheran Church has a 
college in Carthage by the name of Carthage. And the 
Luther League of America has a former member and 
Executive Committee member for the President of 
Carthage by the name of Rev. Rudolph G. Shulz, D.D. 
“Rudy” was his League name, sir, but now it’s 
“Ru DD. y.” Anyway, he’s as good a President as he 
was a Luther Leaguer, and that’s saying a whole lot. 

The college and its “youthful Prexy” and his amiable 
wife conjointly acted as host-triumvirate to the conven- 
tion. The day-time meetings were held in the beautiful 
Field House, with the delegates seated on the stadium- 
like bleachers overlooking a freshly-waxed gymnasium 
floor. The evening meetings were held in the college 
Church—Old Trinity. Everything that belongs to a 
Luther League program was on the program at Carthage, 
and more. The extra-curricular activities were provided 
most noisily by the large delegation from North Austin 
Church of Chicago, and consisted of all-night prowlings 
and pranks for them and privations for the rest of us. 

I don’t intend telling you any more about the con- 
vention itself. That will be taken care of by an official 
of the Illinois State League elsewhere in this issue or a 
later issue of the Review. But I intend telling you some- 
thing of what I observed after the convention when I 
visited the home of. the ringleader among the North 
Austin boys, who was responsible for the “noise and 
pestulance” described above; also what I overheard the 
ringleader of the girls joyously tell a group of friends 
about some good news she had received since returning 
home from the convention. 


What I Observed About the “Boy” 

On the return to Chicago I was invited to dine at 
the home of the “Boy.” In the family were father, 
mother, sister and the noisy ‘‘boy.” On seating ourselves 
at the table the father began family devotions by reading 
a portion of Scripture, the daughter completing the 
reading. Next the ‘Boy’ read the comments on the 
Scripture. Finally, the mother offered a beautiful free 
prayer. As I sat silently observing what was going on 
all around me I couldn’t help comparing this scene with 
what had gone on before. I asked myself the question, 
“Ts this the same ‘Boy’?” If so, how can one account for 
the sudden change in his behavior? At the time I didn’t 
attempt an answer. From the home we went to North 
Austin Church where I was to address the Intermediate 
Luther League. This “Boy,” about whom I’m speaking, 
gave a very serious-minded talk to the League, followed 
by a most fervent prayer. After listening to the prayer 
my question about the “Boy” was answered. Yes, he 
was the same boy, and what’s more, some boy! Noisy? 
Yes, when he wanted to be, had a right to be and ought 
- to be, being a normal boy. Quiet? Serious? Yes, when 
he wanted to be, had a right to be, and ought to be, 
being a normal Christian boy. Oh, for more such boys 
in the Church. Oh, for more pastors and congregations 
to harness and direct the energies of such boys! 
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What I Observed About the “Girl” 


I first met the “Girl” at Carthage. She is an attract- 
ive, vivacious type of girl, with a beauty parlor mop of 
wavy hair, a face wreathed with smiles, a body symbol- 
ical of agility, and a soul for fun and frolic. In a crowd 
she stood out as a leader, irrespective of what. that 
crowd was up to at the moment; whether is was in the 
act of instigating a prank, in the serious business of mass 
singing (and how that North Austin bunch can sing), 
or in any one of the varied roles a Luther Leaguer plays 
in the course of a convention. This “Girl” even showed 
her leadership in a Carthage drug store when she set 
up the drinks. I was one to get a free soda. 


The next time I saw the “Girl” was during the 
North Austin meeting on Tuesday Evening following the 
convention. It was after the meeting that I overheard 
the “Girl” announce to a group of friends that she had 
received a telegram from the Deaconess Motherhouse 
in Baltimore, accepting her application for the diaconate, 
and that she was to report for training within three 
weeks’ time. The telegram announcing this good news 
to our “Heroine” was received by her on her return from 
Carthage. She went to her place of employment that 
day, and that evening came to the Church to share her 
joy with everybody. As I overheard her tell her story 
I observed her face. It was bathed in tears, not tears 
of regret, but tears of sincere joy. Her voice was 
charged with the emotions of an inner peace. At the 
news the girls receiving it stood before their informant 
speechless. I, too, was speechless for moment, but in- 
wardly I thought how I’d like to have just such a 
“Girl” for a deaconess were I the pastor of a Church. 


As I witnessed this drama I asked myself, “Is this 
the same ‘Girl’?”” Yes, the same girl. Full of “pep!’’ Yes, 
when she wanted to be, had a right to be, and ought to 
be, being a normal girl. Full of purpose? Yes, when 
she wanted to be, had a right to be, and ought to be, 
being a normal Christian girl. Oh, for more such girls 
in the Church! Oh, for more pastors and congregations 
to harness and direct the energies of such girls! 


In Pittston 


Pennsylvania's ‘Northeastern District” of Intermedi- 
ates held its first Rally in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Pittston, on Saturday, September 25, at 3:00 P. M. It 
was a good initial gathering, with exactly one hundred 
persons attending. Miss Helen Klatt, the Intermediate 
Superintendent for the District, got p!enty of encourage- 
ment from the results to plan for at least two rallies a 
year. 


There are eleven registered Leagues in the North- 
eastern District, of which six are regular recipients of 
awards for work done on the Sixteen Point Program. 
St. Peter’s, Pittston, leads the list with eight consecutive 
annual awards. Christ, Scranton, comes next with five 
years; Christ and St. John’s, of Wilkes-Barre, share: 
third honors with four years; and St. John’s, Nanticoke, 
and St. Peter’s, Scranton, share fourth place with three: 
years. 
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After the Rally the one hundred delegates, aug- 
mented by Rev. Krapf’s little white dog, devoured 200 
wieners, done to a crispy blackness over a fire in back 
of the parsonage lot. Here we played games and en- 
joyed fellowship until the evening shadows lengthened, 
whereupon the guests began “legging” it home—mostly 
in automobiles. 


Now in Camden and Atlantic City 

I stayed over in Pittston to address the local 
‘Leaguers and congregation at a special Luther League 
Day service on Sunday Morning. That night I spoke 
to the League of Christ Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J. 
Miss Martha Hoffman is the energetic leader of this 
group. In fact, her powers of assemblage extend clear to 
the ocean, for on the following night Miss Hoffman and 
I were chaperoned to Atlantic City by three married 
women, Here we found a fine bunch of Lutheran youth, 
although few of them members of Luther Leagues. 
While the three chaperones were walking the boardwalk, 
Miss Hoffman and I took over the meeting. At 11:00 
P. M. we were headed homeward at 40 miles per in an 
auto meant not to exceed 35. 


Christmas Plays 
I have carefully reviewed two booklets, each con- 
taining four plays for Christmas, and heartily recommend 
them to our Intermediate Leagues. One booklet contains 
‘plays written by Elsie Duncan Yale, entitled, “Four 
Plays for Christmas.’ The titles are: 
1. A Pearl of Great Price 
(For 4 girls) 
2. Silver of the Second Best 
(For 5 girls) 
3. The Year’s Great Guest 
(For 7 characters and 7 groups) 
4. The Star Garden 
(For 7 characters and 6 groups) 


Choice Plays for Christmas 

The titles to the plays in this booklet are: 

1. The Shepherds Gift (5 girls)—Elsie Duncan Yale 

2. Chaldean Gold (4 young men)— 

Elsie Duncan Yale 
3. Christmas “As Is” (4 girls)—Pearl Holloway 
4. The Christmas Child (4 girls)— 

Mattie B. Shannon 

Both booklets sell for 25 cents, but permission to 
produce any one of the plays is secured only by the 
purchase of the number of copies necessary to prepare 
without copying any part or parts, which is forbidden 
by the copyright law. This means that if after buying 
a single copy and you decide to present a play calling 
for 7 characters, it will be required that you order six 
additional copies. 

The booklets may be ordered direct from Rode- 
heaver, Hall-Mack Co., 28 E. Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 
Til., or at 124 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., or 
from your local branch of the Lutheran Publication 
House. 

Latest and Last Sixteen Pointers 


North Carolina 
St. John's, Salisbury 
Paver, Salsbury, cae tnur a eae 
St. Peter’s, Salisbury 
St. Mark’s, Charlotte Se 
St. Paul’s, Wilmington 
St. Martin’s, Maiden 16 
St. John’s, Statesville 
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St. John’s, Cherryville ......-----eee cere eeeees 10 


Grace, Thomasville ......-..+-+e-eereeeereeee 11 
Kimball Memorial, Kannapolis ........---+-+++ 10 
St. Andrew’s, Hickory ........-ceeeseeeeeccees 12 
Macedonia, Burlington .......--++++-+--+eeeeeee 12 
Holy Trinity, Hickory .......--++e+++ eeeeeees 15 
Daniels, Lincolnton ........-+-eeeeeeeeeerenee 12 
St. Stephen’s, Hickory ......----+-seeeeeeeeee 10 
Mt. Calvary, Claremont .......----e++seeeeees 12 
St. Paul’s, Salisbury ......-.ssecececesecceees 11 
Philadelphia, Granite Falls .....------++++++-+-- 12 
Emmanuel, Lincolnton .......-.---+++++-++++-- 12 
Trinity, Landis ......---++eeeeeeeeeeereeeeees 14 
Emmanuel, High Point ..... po: 215 810 0 0 00 o6)6i000 vee 16 
St. Matthew’s, Kings Mountain ...........----- 12 
Bethany, Hickory .....-.---+2sescsseeeeeeees 14 
First, Greensboro ;... 2305-52-00 oncncabennania 13 
Mt.. Olivet, Hickory << .o20002 «ce 2 -sldailewss «= 13 
Calvary; “Spencer 2.6 25 nc octe em bremyeicisninil tenia 10 


South Carolina 


St. Matthew's, Charleston 
St. Luke’s, Summerville : 
Holy Trinity, Little Mountain 
St. Paul’s, Columbia 
Ebenezer, Columbia 
Church of Redeemer, Newberry .. 
Mt. Pleasant, Ehrhardt 
Grace, Prosperity 
St. Andrew's, ( tarieston. — o2c ogo po ow ane =o nee 
St.. Johannes, (Charlesten: 20.0. -222). Geiss 
St. Luke’s, Prosperity 
Reformation, “Colminbia (fs. 20s 52 oss os cee ee 
Pine Grove, Lone Star 


St."Stephen’s, Lémugton 02...” 2222 oe eee 14 

Trinity, Elloree .......--2.-+sss--22seee eens 13 

Pusrim., Lexingtog | ....5 +=. =e ss end ee aes 15 
Kansas 

First. Enghsh. St. Joseph, Mo. -2.s..0cssenheknn 16 


Affectionately, 


THOSE LUTHERAN GRANDMOTHERS 


HEN John Ringling, organizer and director of one 
(1D of the world’s greatest circuses, died in his New 

York home last month, the eastern newspapers 
devoted much space to his obituary. In the two and a 
half column biography of the New York Times consider- 
able emphasis was laid upon his Lutheran ancestry and 
the part this played in the shaping of the Ringling ideals. 
The very first performance the brothers gave near the 
Wisconsin home is described as an expression “of the 
strict Lutheran training which their grand-parents had 
brought from Germany. . It was a training which 
made the grandsons explain proudly in the height of 
their success that their circuses never gave performances 
on Sunday and were entirely of good, clean fun.” 


Particularly prominent in ancestral influence was 
“their Lutheran grandmother’ who repeatedly gave the 
brothers the counsel of good, solid, homely advice. She 
may have been too conservative, at times, according to 
the newspaper accounts, but her calm survey of every 
problem always helped to steer a straight path. 

We know of other Lutheran grandmothers who un- 
obtrusively help ‘to direct the ideals and ambitions of 
their children in a sane and constructive manner. If 
only headstrong youth would pay more attention to this 
matriarchal opinion and the solicitous verdicts of their 
rich experience! Our elders may display the character- 
istics of conservatism that usually mark old age, but 
who has ever gone seriously wrong by following their 
direction? In this age of emphasized youthful achieve- 
ments, let us not forget the fatal error of Rehoboam. 
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Proceedings of the Twenty-first Biennial Convention 
-- FOURTH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, 


Jul ae Ge ae ee Os bb service on Monday Evening, 
y 5, in Four utheran urch, in charge of the pastor, Rev. 
E. G. Howard, D.D. if : Lae 
noe Scripture Lesson was taken from Matthew 19:16 and Luke 


Official words of welcome were brought by the following rep- 
resentatives : 


2 Eg W. Frease, Director of Religious Education and 
oung People’s Work of the Ohio Synod 


Mr. Robert Mills, President of the Springfield Chamber of 
Commerce 


Mr. Edward Driscoll, President of the Springfield Federation 
of Luther Leagues 


These greetings were responded to by Mr. John George 

Kurzenknabe, President of the Luther League of America, who said: 
That while we are gathered together as Luther Leaguers, there are 

many things to be happy for. We are glad to have heard these 
splendid words of greetings to us as a convention of the Luther 
League of America. We are happy to be in Springfield, not only 
because we can be among the Lutherans of this city and State of 
Ohio, but those of us who have the interest of the Luther League at 
heart are always happy to return to a territory in which one of our 
colleges is located. I trust that we, as the youth of the Church. 
will not only receive the enthusiasm in our hearts, but that we might 
leave something with you as we go to our homes. And so I speak 
for all those who have come, that we are glad to be here.” 

Rev. P. M. Kinports, Executive Secretary, also greeted the dele- 
gates, saying: “‘It is great to be in Springfield! May Christ enter 
our hearts and help us to understand more of His Divine Will in our 
life. I shall be very glad from time to time to take you by the hand, 
to offer any help that it may be possible for me to render. May we 
together have a most happy and profitable time here in Springfield. 
We have prayed much for this convention; we have labored with 
the convention committee and we have planned and worked to make 
this convention a success.” 

The key-note address was delivered by Rev. R. E. Tulloss, D.D, 
President of Wittenberg College, on the convention theme. ‘‘Christ 
Calls Youth.” 

“The success of this convention,” said Dr. Tulloss, ‘will not 
depend on the number of delegates registered. or the outstanding 
session of the week, or upon the enthusiasm or good times we may 
have, but by the degree in which this theme finds its place in our 
inner hearts. We have come hoping that our experience may be an 
outstanding experience in our lives. New acquaintances will be 
made, new inspirations felt, but all this will be of no real significance 
unless there comes some great spiritual value. If the week should 
pass without having any deep spiritual meaning, then it will not bein 
any great sense a success unless in some way the voice of God is 
heard speaking to your hearts and you hear that word. No external 
impressiveness can make it count for much. Therefore, there is 2 
special opportunity and privilege for us tonight as we come to this 
closing portion of the hour for a few moments of quiet thoughtfulness 
—moments for sitting still and hearing what God may speak. It is 
God speaking and our listening that alone makes any moment great. 

“Nor do I doubt at all that God has for each one some special 
and personal word tonight. I do not know what that word may be. 
IT don’t even think that that word may come to you through what 
the speaker says. God has many ways of preaching other than 
through preachers. Its meaning in every case will be simply this, 
“Follow Me.’ It is the message, the call of Christ—the man. 

“Let us not be mistaken in what we mean when we speak of 
Christ’s call. Sometimes we say duty calls, or religion calls, or a 
profession calls, or a home land calls, or a foreign field calls, and 
when we talk in that way we are using a figure of speech. We 
gather together all the influences that have had their effect on us 
and have left a certain attitude in us, and so we say a home Jand 
calls as though the home land were some kind of person speaking 
to us. Let us make no mistake in thinking any such thing is meant 
when it is said, ‘Christ Calls Youth.’ Jesus Christ is no abstraction; 
He is no personification or some great ideal or principle. Jesus 
Christ is a person and when He calls, it is an invitation from a 
person to a person. ‘ as : 

“No doubt in looking over the program, meditating on the things 
to be discussed, you have said, ‘Why does Christ call youth?’ That 
is a worthy question.” Dr. Tulloss suggested two or three answers. 

“Christ calls youth because He knows youth. You sometimes 
think that nobody understands you and it is a fact that no other 
person knows your own problems and temptations. Your parents 
don’t know. Older persons are separated from you by long years. 
Nobody on- earth understands you but Jesus. Jesus knows your 
problems and He would like to face your problems with you. That is 
the second reason why He calls youth. He would like to deal with 
your problems.” : : ae 

Dr. Tulloss referred to an engraving which was_ inside of a 
ring and read: “ ‘Thou God seest me.’ When we think of God seeing 

us, we are apt to think of God watching us to see whether we are 
doing wrong. He not only sees youth as it is, but where it is. Jesus 
knows all about the surroundings of your life. He knows what cre- 
ates the problem, He knows from whence come the temptations and 
He knows your failures. : . 

“Christ calls youth because He knows what is best for youth. 
‘Every Man’s Life Is a Plan of God’ was the theme of a rermon 
of a great preacher of Colonial days. That Infinite One who knows 
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you all the way through, He has a plan for your life. The plan, - 
if followed, would make your life rich and beautiful beyond words. 

“Helen Keller who had never seen a rose, who had never heard: 
anyone describe a rose, but in that remarkable manner of hers came 
to realize something of the way in which a rose. unfolds its beauty 
and this is what she said: “The goal of existence is a full grown 
personality.’ God’s plan for your life is that you. shall have fully 
developed personality. His dream for you is better than any dream 
you had about yourself and He calls you because He knows what 
you might become. He calls because He knows you and your prob- 
lems. He knows as you yourself do not know and nobody else knows, 
the plan of life that will bring you to your richest personal fruition. 
He calls you as a youth with the years ahead. 

“What does He want you to do and to be? What kind of a 
message does Christ have for a youth when He calls youth? I sup- 
pose that Christ wants youth to know life—the truth about life. He 
wants you to know that life isn’t material, but spiritual; that life is 
not temporal, but eternal. He wants you to know that.the relations 
of youth are not alone with His fellowmen, but those which He has 
with the eternal Father. Jesus Christ would have us face a spiritual 
world, an eternal existence, a divine personality. He would have us 
know something about Him and that He is not just wise, but wisdom” 
Himself; that He is not just loving, but that He is love itself; 
that He is not merely divine, but diety itself. He wants the affec- 
tion of our hearts. 

“Jesus wants us to believe in Him. He calls to youth and 
pleads with youth, and knocks at the door of youth, and pursues 
youth down through the years for youth’s sake. Christ calls youth 
not only for youth’s sake, but for His own sake. Christ knows the 
power of youth. He knows the influence of youth. He is concerned 
about His kingdom and He wants youth to fight with Him. O 
youth, on_ whom, Christ calls, on whose side in this great conflict 
will you fight? God has matched youth with a great hour. Some 
have said, ‘‘My heart shall rejoice, O Lord, when Thou comest and 
callest for me,’ What are you going to say? About whom of us will 
it be written in the great record book of life, ‘And he left all, rose up 
and followed Him.’ ” : 

After the close of the service the delegates adjourned to the. 
Field House of Wittenberg College where an informal reception was 
held thus affording an opportunity to renew former acquaintances 
and make new ones. delice 
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The convention officially opened on Tuesday. Morning with the. 
“Office for the Opening of the Convention’”’ in which all participated. 
and led by the First Vice-President, Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger. 

At the opening of each session, a period of ‘‘Quiet Moments” was 
held, led by the Convention Chaplain, Rev. Raymond D. Wood, of 
Florence, S. C. His talks were built around the theme, “The Christ: 
in Quest of Youth,” preceded by the singing of the convention hymn, 
“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” : 

In beginning his talks, he asked that we think especially of: 
Christ who is in quest of youth. ‘Think for a little while of the 
Seeker and who He is. He says, ‘The Son of Man is come to seek.’ 
Jesus Christ is the Son of Man. Is He as others have.described. 
Him, just a kind and gentle Soul who had come to be a Friend _of 
the needy? If that is all He is, He could offer very little to what He 
may find. He could solve no problems, lift no burdens, conquer no 
victories, give no peace. If that is all Jesus is, there is no forgive- 
ness, no mortality, no life beyond. He is not just a Friend of the 
poor and needy, nor just a remarkable Teacher. He is the Saviour, 
the King of Creation who left His throne of glory to come down 
to enter this world. That is the Jesus, the Seeker of souls. It is 
He who said, ‘The Son of Man has come to seek and save those 
that are lost.’ It was Jesus who said, ‘Come unto Me all who labor 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.’ 

“Who is this Jesus, the Seeker of youth, the Saviour of the . 
sin-cursed? He is the Saviour, the Lord of all, who, is in quest of 
youth. It is a wonderful thing to be sought by the Master.” ‘ 

Throughout each session of the convention the representatives 
of the various boards of the Church presented their work since the 
Luther League is interested in the whole program of the whole 
Church. 

At this time Dr. Paul H. Heisley spoke for the Parish and 
Church School Board; Dr. C. P. Harry for the Board of Educa- 
tion; and Mr. Frank Rhode for the Board of Publication. 

“New Days—New Ways” was the subject of the address by 
Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, of Middletown, Md., which followed. In 
opening his subject, Rev. Tabor said: ‘We are living in what may 
definitely be called new days. There is no more certain indication of 
that fact than in the kind of literature that appears in the press these. 
days. There is a new point of view in education, business, industry, 
government, commerce, social relations, etc. We are moving in new 
directions and new days are upon us. They have their implications: 
for our religious life. We find ourselves facing the possibilities of 
chaos as much as the possibilities of peace. Education alone is & 
poor horse on which to bet. 

“The first thing to think about in meeting the issues of the day 
is the direction of this new way.” Rev. Tabor said he could not 
submit any way that is new in point of time. nor could he submit 
a direction of the way which has mot been heard before. The only 
way he could suggest was toward Christ, toward His Cross and His 
“Follow Me.” “To reach Christ, one must read His Bible, know 
the words of Him and face Him. To follow after Him, is the direc- 
tion of the way. 
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“The way that we walk has something more than a direction; 
it has a spirit. Not for many a generation has there been such a 
facing of facts that we find today. ‘Let no man despise thy youth 
is the spirit of this new way. The most striking change in this cen- 
tury has been the change in the attitude of young people on the part 
of their elders. Great consideration is given for their restlessness 
and vastly more toleration is given. , ; 

“The Church is asking you and summoning you to be sharers in 
an intelligent way to witness for Christ in the new way. The word 
‘challenge’ has been so abused in these years. I’d like you to realize 
the challenge of the way. The challenge of your Church is that we 
should be servants of our Lord and His Church. Luther Leaguers 
need wider horizons. The Luther League, like other organizations, 
needs to study larger maps. Our Church is bigger than a Luther 
League program. The boundaries of our Church are as wide as the 
needs of man.” . 

After listening to various announcements and the appointment 
of convention committees, the delegates separated into groups for the 
following simultaneous conferences: 

Administration—Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D. 

Education—Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D. 

Missions—Miss Winnie Butt 

Life Service—Rev. C. S. Simonton, D.D. 

Socials—Rev. T. P. Laughner 

Publicity—Rev. L. W. Rupp 


The third session was in charge of Mr. John Lauman, of 
Kitchener, Ont., Can., and opened with devotions by the chaplain 
taking as his topic, “A Parable of Nature.” In our morning “Quiet 
Moments’”’ we considered “Jesus, the Seeker.’’ This afternoon we 
consider the sought. Winter in the mountains presents a desolate, 
cheerless scene but be not deceived, here lies life and where life is, 
there also is power. In a few months a mighty transformation takes 
place—it is Springtime in the mountains. With the passing of a few 
more months Nature bids us return to harvest time. We hear a 

arable from Nature in these three pictures. First, there is power 
imprisoned; second, power released; and third, power harnessed for 
6ervice. 

“Matthew was a frozen mountain stream when Jesus first saw 
him at the gate of customs, a man of possibilities frozen up. Spring- 
time came into his heart when Jesus called and the icy bonds 
melted away. God gave to Robert Burns the gift of poetry, but 
sin made him a drunkard. Matthew was frozen up by sin, but his 
powers were released by the light of the Son of Righteousness and 
his heart’s door was flung open wide. His old life often made a 
strong bid, no doubt, but when Jesus called, he followed. It is hard 
for us to follow in the Christian way even after we have answered 
the call of Christ but He will show us the way. 

“With a singing heart Matthew rose and followed Jesus, his 
powers were released and were then harnessed for service by the 
training of Jesus... Christ also calls youth that our powers may be 
harnessed for service. We are to study to show ourselves approved 
unto God for His service. The parable of Nature is enacted in the 
lives of all who would live lives of usefulness. Is yours a life of 
power imprisoned? Is there winter in your soul? Move into the 
sunshine of God’s love that your frozen powers may be harnessed 
for service to God.” 

Dr. C. P. Harry, Educational Secretary, delivered the after- 
noon address on “The Luther League—The Educational Program.” 
“The theme, ‘Christ Calls Youth—To Study,’ naturally works in 
with the educational program. Not very much worthwhile is ac- 
complished in this world without study. You can’t get very far 
without work, and hard work. Not much work gets very far, no 
matter how hard you work at it, unless there is a considerable degree 
of study connected with it. The Educational Department of the 
Luther League is the most important department. The simplest 
definition of education is the acquisition of knowledge and skill. 

“There are four general areas in which the Educational Depart- 
ment of the Luther League seeks to present educational material— 
the Topics, Bible, Reading Course, and Luther League Review.” 

Rev. Kinports was given opportunity to speak on the “Luther 
League Review” our official magazine. “It has had a very fine 
background in its presentation of materials for the promotion of our 
League work and the extension of the work of the Church.” 

“At the Charleston Convention we voted to join the Pocket 
Testament League. It was hoped that we would have at least 
5,000 members when we would meet in Springfield.” It was gratify- 
ing to learn from Dr. Harry that we have 5,212 members who have 
linked themselves up with the Pocket Testament League. Miss Mary 
MacDonald, of New York, gave a brief talk on this particular subject. 

Following this address we proceeded with the business of the 
convention, the President presiding. 

The recommendations of the 
sented for adoption. 

Recommend that we receive into membership the following 
new Leagues: 
Luther League of Frederikskirke, St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands 
Luther League of Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 
Luther League of Frederiksted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 
Luther League of the Alberta Conference of the Manitoba 
Synod, Canada 
Adopted. 


2. Recommend that the Rev. Milton J. Bieber, D.D., be elected 
a delegate at- large to the 21st biennial convention of the Luther 
League of America in recognition of his attendance at all conven- 
tions of the Luther League of America since its beginning.—Adopted. 

3. Recommend the striking out in the Constitution, of Article 
VIII, the latter part of Section 2, ‘The Chairman of the Committee 
of Young People of the United Lutheran Church in America shall be 
ex-officio, a member of the Executive Committee. 

Moved and carried that this recommendation be received and 
action deferred until a later session of the convention. 

4, Recommend that the contest on ‘‘Peace’’ topic be closed 
February 28, 1938, and that topic receiving first award be printed in 
July 1938 issue of the Review.—Adcoptci. 


Executive Committee were pre- 
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5. Recommend that a senior poster contest be scheduled on 
same topic for the same period of time.—Adopted. 

6. Recommend that the presentations of invitations for the 
1939 convention of the Luther League of America be made at the 
Stadium on Wednesday afternoon.—Adopted. : 

The reports of the following officers and departmental secretaries 
were presented as printed. Opportunity was given for additions or 
corrections. 

Executive Secretary 
Treasurer 
Recording Secretary 
Educational 
Intermediate 

Junior 

Missionary 

Life Service 

In addition to the report of the Executive Secretary, Rev. Kin- 
ports read the recent action of the Executive Board of the U.L.C.A. 
rescinding their former action relative to Children’s Work and added 
that the same be included in his report. > 

Miss Winnie Butt, Missionary Secretary, reported a change in 
the figures of her report stating the ‘total received for China was 
$10,625.93—the fifth time the Luther League has gone over the top. 
Following the reading of this report additional moneys were received 
toward the objective bringing the total amount contributed up to 
$11,000. S ae 

Recommendations relative to the adoption of a new missionary 
project for the coming biennicm were deferred until after a presenta- 
tion of the project in mind by Mr. H. Torrey Walker, representing 
the Board of American Missions. Literature was distributed giving 
information regarding -the.work at Konnarock and the need for alter- 
ing and equipping a_ building to be used as a medical center was 
stressed. Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger having visited the field sometime 
ago made additional remarks on this particular project. ‘ 

The convention was then ready to vote on the recommendations 
of the Executive Committee, namely : ne 

1. Recommend that we have a special missionary objective for 
the 1937-1939 biennium.—Adopted. av 

2. Recommend that this objective be the raising of $10,000 for 
alterations and equipment of a medical center at Konnarock, Va., 
as projected by the Board of American Missions.—Adopted. 

The first contribution toward this new objective was $20 in 
cash received from the Luther League of New York State. 

The President read a letter from Mr. Herbert W. Fischer, former 
President, announcing his recent marriage on June 26 and expressing 
his inability to attend the Springfield Convention. 

It was suggested that we convey to Mr. Fischer our regrets 
that he is unable to be with us and send him the wishes from this 
convention for a happy and most blessed life. 

The following committee appointments were made: 

Nominating Committee—Miss Frances V. Miller, Chairman, to- 
gether with the President or highest ranking officer of each State or 
Synodical organization. 

Auditing Committee—Mr. Harry Hodges, 

Kelchner, William H. Patrick. 

Resolutions Committee—Rev. Paul H. Gleichman, Chairman, 
Rev. Allen K. Trout. Edward Driscoll, Florence Taft, Carolyn 
Ducker, J. Dorothy Borgstede, Anna Pasjack. 

_ Mr. Hodges called attention to the fact that we have reached our 
majority—twenty-one years. 

It was moved and carried to send our greetings to Dr. Luther 
M. Kuhns and Dr. Amos J. Traver, both former executive secretaries 
of the Luther League of America. 

The session closed with*prayer and benediction by Dr. Rangeler. 

The vesper service was in charge of Rev. E. Clyde Xander,D.D., 
pastor of First Church, Springfield, Ohio. Another splendid address 
was brought by the Rev. Irwin W. Gernert, pastor of First Church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

He opened his address on “Christ Calls Youth—To Study,” by 
referring to the anthem of the choir, “Open Our Eyes That We 
May See,’ and urged that this be the prayer of our hearts and 
minds. ‘Some years ago when Dr. Robert E. Speer was touring the 
Orient, a Chinaman asked him if the men of his country had the 
burning heart. Christ appeals to the hearts of men and those who 
are concerned about the burning heart because of the conditions 
in the world. We shall engage in war but how shall we come 
through—either by peaceful means or by bloodshed? 

“Back of every problem is that of the religious question. We 
must remember that religion means life—not something’ to prepare 
us for this life and the next, but it means the heart, mind and soul. 

“Christ is calling youth to study, not to drift, to do something 
but above all to be something. What we have not contacted by 
study or experience, we have yet to learn about. It is the contact 
with Jesus Christ that is so appealing, the need of us and others 
getting closer to Him so that we may catch something of His in- 
spiration and life and put it into the lives of others. Christ is calling 
youth, even though we don’t understand Him completely. we have 
caught a glimpse of the light and it is that light that we want to 
follow, to be something for Him. 

_ “Christ calls youth to study His life, work and teachings. The 
Life of our Lord is filled with haman. interest. It deals with the 
human affairs of life. Because His life was filled with gladness, you 
and IT may be filled with happiness, joy and peace. -His life was 
filled with enthusiasm and so are our lives. Genuine enthusiasm will 
attract others unto Him. Christ calls youth to live the kind of life 
He would have them live—not a life that is circumscribed, but a life 
that is filled with love. 

“Christ calls youth to work. Many ways of learning things, but 
there is really only one way of knowing things and that is by study. 
We have brains; let us make use of them. One reason why God 
placed a man’s head on top of his body is that he may use it. His 
work was to sow the good seed. You and I are called to be His 
workmen. Therefore, let the Holy Spirit work miracles with the 
souls of men. Give Him the opportunities. You .and I are called 
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God has prepared for us. 
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upon to do something for Jesus Christ. In your home there may be 
some of the family who are not united with Jesus Christ. 

i Christ calls youth to study His teachings. Nicodemus was con- 
vineed that Jesus Christ was a Teacher sent from God. Youth needs 
not only one who will show the way, but who is the way Himself. 
Study the Church for which He gave Himself. Study the Lutheran 
Church and her Confessions. e was original and constantly saying 
things men never heard. The words of other men may linger with 
us but none of them grip us as do the words of our Lord. 

__ ‘In the last analysis, it is not so much what He said but who 
said it. The Son of God spoke. When God makes you a promise 
he fulfills that promise, but if made by someone else, it will never 
be carried out. That is what makes the League attractive.” 

Rev. Gernert concluded by saying, “that if youth will study and 
heed the call of Jesus Christ and give himself without reserve, a 
decided change will take place not only in your own life but in the 
life of those he contacts. There are many pressing on but they are 
not pressing on in the right way. We have no youth movemc:it in 
this: country—we don’t want one. What shall we offer to the youth 
of America and to the world It is this, to attract others to follow 
Him and serve Him. He calls each of us to come into His service, 
that we may go back home from this convention and bring some new 
enthusiasm into our Leagues and not skim over the surface. Take 
this message with you: ‘Study to show thyself approved of God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.’ ” 


‘ fepectings were read to the convention, having been received 
from the following: 


Virgin Islands—E. A. Solomon, President, St. Thomas Luther 
ague 


Daisy Fernandez, Corresponding Secretary, Luther League of 
Puerto Rico 


South America—Buenos Aires—Rev. J. M. Armbruster 
Puerto Rico—Rey. Leopoldo Caban 
Germany—Dr. and Mrs. E. Flack and daughter Ruth 


After the singing of the hymn, ‘‘Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us,”’ the service was concluded with the benediction. 


July 7, 1937 
The fifth session was called to order by Rev. Joseph W. Frease 


' and opened by the chaplain using as the subject for devotions, “The 


Uplift of the Uplook.’? Rev. Wood asked the question, ‘“‘What does 
Jesus ask of those whom He seeks? Companionship! He calls us to 
fellowship. ‘He made him to look up’ (Mark 8:25) When the blind 
man looked up, he was lifted from blindness to sight—from darkness 
to light. Our outlook is determined by our uplook. If we look up, 
we will be lifted up and be able to lift up other lives. Our lives will 
become Christ-like lives. ‘He that walketh with the wise shall be- 
come wise.’ 

“We will become strong by looking up—coutage comes from the 
uplook. Paul looked up and was lifted up. Look up, live up with 
Jesus. We will become courageous, our lives will be transformed into 
serviceable servants of God. A group of English tourists were sight- 
seeing among the Pyramids. One of the party, a young girl, stopped 
to administer to sick Arabs. They thought an angel from heaven had 
visited them—it was Florence Nightingale. As a child she bound 
up the hurts of birds and animals and this spirit of love and_com- 
passion followed her all her life. After her presentation at Court, 
she turned to the hospitals and prisons ministering to those in need. 
She hea-d of the Lutheran Motherhouse in Germany and went there 
for training, becoming in truth a minister of mercy. When the 
Crimean War broke out she went to the front and there rightly 
earned the name the soldiers gave her—‘‘Angel of Mercy.’ She came 
back broken in body but with no regrets. She had looked _up. ‘I 
serve’ has become the life’s motto of those, who like Florence 
Nightingale, have looked up. Let us look up that we may be lifted 
up and lift others up. This He asks of us when He seeks and finds 


pts. 


Three more representatives presented the work of their Boards, 
namely : 

Lutheran Laymen’s Movement—Mr. Arthur P. Black 

Ministerial Pensions and Relief—Mr. Harry Hodges 

Board of American Missions—Mr. H. Torrey Walker 


The morning address was presented by Rev. Charles A. Puls, 
pastor of Trinity Church, Lawrence, Kansas, whose subject was 
“Companions Along the Way.” “Christianity, he said, ‘‘offers 
companions along the way. What is a companion? The dictionary 
tells us that a companion is an associate. temporary or permanent. 
We cannot pick up companions. Friendship is higher than mere ac- 
quaintanceship. So many mistakes are made when life companions 
are to be chosen. What qualities in a life companion are to 
desired? Many are interested in appearance only rather than the 
inner qualities of the soul. An Episcopal bishop has said: ‘Be 
cautious with whom you associate, and never give your confidence to 
one whose principles you do not know.’ : : 

“Then there is an impersonal meaning. A companion is where 
the light comes through. The Word of God is ‘a lamp unto your 
feet and a light unto your path.’ Like a beacon light sending out 
warnings and encouragement to travelers at sea, so the Word of God 
flashes a warning in temptation and encouragement in despair. Like 
the signal light with its red for ‘stop,’ its green to ‘come on, and its 
yell-w, ‘caution,’ God’s Word flashes innumerable signals for our use 
and protection as we journey along the way. It is the light of sym- 
pathy and cheer; ‘Yea though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.’ The 
light of God’s Word never fails.” aN ‘ 

Rey. Puls continued: “Take with you in time those with whom 
you expect to be with in eternity. ‘There is one that sticketh closer 
than a brother’—Jesus. As a child I often sighed, T wish I could 
walk with God.’ Now I know I can and do. Walking with God 
means being found in communion with Him, talk with eee 

“Evi i may keep us from enjoying the essings 
Le aang 2 et a choose the right life companion. 
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Let the Word of God be a lamp unto our feet, 


Let us make Jesus 
our constant Companion and Guide.” Z 


At this point the delegates again separated into groups to con- 


tinue the discussions considered at the previous day’s conference. 


The afternoon session was given over to recreation. Delegates 
led by capable guides were conducted on a tour of the college campus. 
Athletic events were held at the stadium with the various State and 
Synodical organizations competing. California came out first with 
Pennsylvania following close behind. Presentations for. the 1939 
convention were also made at this time. 


The banquet which is always the high-spot of the convention 
was attended by approximately 1,000 young people and was held in 
the Field House on the campus. Mr. John George Kurzenknabe pre- 
sided as toastmaster. The Invocation was given by Rev. Carl A. 
Sundberg, D.D., pastor of Second Church, Springfield, Ohio. 


Dr. F. H. Knubel was welcomed into our midst as was also. 


Dean Myers, President of the Luther League of Ohio, who brought 
greetings. 

An outstanding event of each convention is the presentation of the 
check in payment of the missionary objective. Miss Winnie Butt 
called upon representatives from each State and Synodical organiza- 
tion to present themselves on the platform with their banners show- 
ing the amount they had contributed toward the objective. As a 
fitting close, Miss Butt presented to Dr. Koller a check in the sum 
of $11,000 which had been raised during the past biennium toward 
the China project. Dr. Koller responded by expressing the thanks 
of the Board of Foreign Missions for having over-subscribed our quota. 


After several solos by Mr. William H. Patrick, of Philadelphia, 
Pa., the convention was addressed by Dr. Ross H. Stover, pastor of 
Messiah Church, of the same city. 


In opening his address on ‘‘Christ Calls Youth—To Fellowship,” 
Dr. Stover said: “There were three factors that make up the heart of 
fellowship—reverence, righteousness and regard. There is nothing 
more beautiful in the English language than to look up and say 
‘Our Father.’ 


“The first element in fellowship is reverence. 
the window of heaven. Fellowship is association.”” Dr. Stover urged 
the Leaguers to practice associating with folks who are greater than 
themselves. ‘“‘A Jewish Rabbi said: ‘What we need is a great 
American religion.’ All of us know from our own experience, from 
our fellowship with God, that what America needs is Jesus Christ. 
Have one hand in the influence of God and the other in the hand of 
growing character. The first one stands, the second won’t. Every 
singer knows that the more fully you breathe, the more fully you 
live. If that is true of the body, it is true of the soul. Without 
putting your hand in God’s and living a good life, no one can have 
the fellowship that we have in the Luther League.”’ 


Dr. Stover continued by saying: “The heart of righteousness 
must be clean. | 
would be questionable. 


“Reverence, righteousness and regard make up the heart of 
Christian fellowship. Regard means friendliness, sharing and good- 
will. Every Christian ought to be a good-will center, and so friendly 
that he does not have to be warmed up. The world ought to be 
smiling for God wants it that way. So many think they can keep 
smiling and live a righteous life. To be a Christian is to give Jesus 
Christ your allegiance. A Christian will give his allegiance and live 
righteously and have a friendliness for others.” 


Immediately following the close of the banquet, each couple re- 
ceived a lighted lantern as they left the auditorium. They proceeded 
to the steps of Myers Hall singing the songs they all knew together 
with the Wittenberg “Alma Mater.” The swinging of the lanterns, 
the singing of the songs in the still, clear night will long remain 
a pleasant memory in the lives of the delegates who were present. 


July 8, 1937 

Rey. William J. Ducker, of Macon, Ga., presided at this session 
and opened with devotions by the chaplain on the subject “‘Think.” 
Rev. Wood asked the delegates to think of the Lord Jesus, of the 
blessedness, which is ours of living in His Kingdom and serving 
under His leadership. ‘To think of all that Jesus Christ is and what 
He offers to those who seek and find Him. When we do that, we 
will say with Philip, ‘We will see Jesus.’ ” 

During the remainder of the ‘Quiet Moments” the theme was 
varied a little and the topic was considered from this angle, ‘Youth 
in Quest of the Christ.” ‘It can be done with profit if we will let 
it be our desire to see Jesus. 

“This is the age when young people are seeking as never be- 
fore the secrets of life, happiness and success. Neither the young or 
the old will find either of these things until they have found the 
Lord Jesus. Every Leaguer present was invited to join in a quest 
for the Christ. The Bible urges us on such a quest when it says, 
‘Seek ye the Lord.’ Jesus said, ‘Seek and ye shall find.’ 

“The question that comes to our hearts and minds is ‘Where 
can one find Jesus?’ ‘Where two or three are gathered together in 
My name;’ that is where Jesus is. We can find Him in the sanctuary 
and in the worship of the Church. We can find Him also along the 
pathways of service. We can find Him along the pathway of good 
literature. The Bible is the best of literature. Here we find Him 
pictured on every page. The Lord never read a book, but it js said 
sixty ‘thousand books have been written about Him. His story is told 
in more than 800 dialects. 

“We can find Him along the pathway of the world’s great art— 
in the art treasures of the world. We can find Him in those living 
masterpieces some of which have outlived the ages. Where can one 
find Tesus? Live with Him. If we follow the pathway of service, if 
we will answer Christ’s call to worship, then we will find Jesus. 

Tw > more phases of the program of the whole Church were pre- 
sented by the following: 

Board of Foreign Missions—Dr. Paul W. Koller 

Women’s Missionary Society—Miss Flora Prince 


There ought to be nothing in our Churches that 


Reverence opens. 
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Miss Tweeton, nurse at Konnarock, told of some of her expe- 
riences among the mountain people of Virginia and the great need 
for this objective which the Luther League adopted. 

The address of the morning was given by Rey. F. H. Bloch, 
formerly a missionary in Africa, who spoke on the subject, ‘““Oppor- 
tunities Beyond the Horizon.” He applied his experiences and the 
superstitions of the natives in Liberia, Africa, to our Luther League. 


. Rev. Bloch dressed up a young man in the costume of the 
natives, which included a medicine bag which a native carries with 
him continually. “‘When he hands you this bag, you know that his 
heart is turned toward God. Do we carry our Christian medicine bag 
as these negroes do?’ Then he gave an explanation of the sword, 
bag and tunic with a challenge to us of each of these articles. Lastly, 
he displayed the fez. “Every Mohammedan is a missionary as he 
follows his religion closely. In spite of all heat, he unfolds his 
prayer rug three times a day, showing the world that he is faithful 
to his God. Are we Luther Leaguers as faithful? Unless our Chris- 
tianity has cost us something, it can mean nothing to us. Christ 
says, ‘Unless ye take up My Cross and follow Me, you have no part 
in Me. 

In addition, Rev. Bloch related an experience he had with a 
leopard one day’ with no weapon to defend him. This led to much 
intense prayer that he at times wishes that Luther League leaders 
and Sunday School teachers would experience similar experiences to 
lead them to intense prayer. His only means of saving himself from 
the claws of the leopard was to strike a match, the light of which 
scares them away. “We, as Luther Leaguers, must ever keep the 
light of Christ burning, for with a light than shines eternally, the 
Luther League can and will accomplish great things.” 


' After convention announcements, the delegates again separated 
into groups for the following simultaneous conferences: 


Personal Religious Living—Rey. Alfred J. Beil 

Making Christian Homes—Rev. C. A. Puls 

Working for Christian Patriotism—Rev. L. Ralph Tabor 
Sharing the Christian Gospel—Rev. J. R. Fink 


The eighth session opened with devotions by the chaplain and 
was presided over by Mr. Charles W. Fuhr, Treasurer of the Luther 
League of America. 

In opening his soe Moments,” Rev. Wood said: “Having 
thought of ‘Christ in Quest of Youth,’ we have turued to consider 
‘Youth in Quest of Christ.’ In an effort to satisfy our longing to 
see Jesus, we asked the question, ‘Where can one find Jesus?’ One 
can find Jesus in the world of nature. Jesus is God and God is 
everywhere in nature.” As an illustration, Rev. Wood told the 
story of the man who, while crossing the ocean, sat gazing into the 
waters of the sea as the ship ploughed through. ‘“‘He was asked what 
he saw in the water. Without a moment’s hesitation, he replied, 
‘Nothing but God.’ These words meant nothing to him who inquired, 
but to youth in quest of Christ, they mean a great deal. Jesus is 
God and God is in all and above all. As we look out upon the roll- 
ing sea, we can see there is nothing there but God. 

“We can find Jesus in the world of music, in the hymns we sing. 
The Lord Jesus is the very key-note of the world’s greatest music. 
a a ae in the great oratorios and in the simple hymns of the 

urch. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A Junior presentation was given by the children and a talk by 
Miss Mehihouse outlining the work done for the children through the 
Junior Department. 

In accordance with the action of the Executive Committee, the 
program was changed a little in order to afford Dr. Knubel an op- 
portunity to speak to the convention on the matter of children’s 
work. Dr. Knubel had been sent at the request of the Executive 
Board of the U.L.C.A. to speak concerning the problem as to how the 
children of the Church micht best be served. The matter is in the 
hands of a committee of five as to which agency of the Church shall 
have the care of the children of the Church. Dr. Knubel expressed 
the hope that the Luther League have as its primary task the care 
of the young people between the ages of 12 and 18 and leave the 
children to the care of the Women’s Missionary Society. The years of 
12 and 18, said Dr. Knubel, are years of power, of mistakes, 
and of life’s decisions. These are the years for which the Luther 
League was originally organized—to take care of the boys and girls 
of confirmation age. 

The missionary program of the League was presented by Miss 
Winnie Butt, interspersed by talks by two field missionaries home 
on furlough. Rev. J. R. Fink told about the work in India through 
the Andhra Lutheran Church and brought greetings from our former 
India Secretary, Rev. R. Philip Augustus. Rev. Grady Cooper, who 
was soon to return to China also brought greetings and told of the 
work in that country. 

Both Miss Mehlhouse and Rev. Wolf addressed the convention on 
how the missionary program is carried out in the Junior and Inter- 
mediate Departments. 

“How can I share my Christian Heritage’’ was the subject of a 
short talk by Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, followed by a resume of the 
findings of the discussion group on “Missions,’”’ by Miss Hazel 
E. Nannah, of Freedom, Pa. 

In view of the lateness of the hour, it was moved and carried 
to extend the time of the session thirty minutes and consider such 
items of business as were absolutely necessary. 

Motion made and carried out that Article VIII, latter part of 
Section 2 of the Constitution, be stricken out. 


The Nominating Committee submitted the following report: 

President—John George Kurzenknabe, Harrisburg, Pa. 

First Vice-President—Alvin H. Schaediger, North Bergen, N. J. 

Second Vice-President—Howard A. Logan, Albany, N. Y. 

Recording Secretary—Gladys Broeker, Washington, D. C. 

Treasurer—Charles W. Fuhr, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Motion made and carried that this report be received. 

There being no additional nominees for the office of President, 
the nominations were declared closed and the Secretary cast one 
ballot for the election of John George Kurzenknabe, as President. 
_._ Motion made and carried that this convention express its utmost 
faith in Mr. Kurzenknabe and all that he has accomplished. 


Motion made that nomination of First Vice-President be closed 
and same adopted by a rising vote, and the Secretary cast a favorable 
ballot for the election of Alvin H. Schaediger as First Vice-President. 
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. For the office of Second Vice-President the following nomina- 
tions were presented from the floor of the convention: 


Mr. Robert Ray Inslee, of Southern California 
Mr. J. W. Cobb, of North Carolina 


The convention ruled that the casting of ballot for Second Vice- 
President be laid over until the next session of the convention. 


Motion made that nomination for Recording Secretary be closed 
and Secretary cast one ballot for her election. 


Motion made that nomination of Treasurer be closed and Secre- 
tary cast one ballot for his election. 


This concluded the business of this session. After adjournment 
the delegates were taken out in cars to the Oesterlen Orphan Home 
where a delicious barbecue supper was served. 


At the vesper service which was in charge of Rey. John M. 
Warnes, pastor of Auburn Church, Springfield, Ohio, another. fine 
message was given by Rev. H. Grady Davis, pastor of Salem Church, 

ew Augusta, Ind., on the subject “Christ Calls Youth—To Wor- 
ship.” In his opening remarks, he likened the liturgy of the Church 
to that of a violin. “Lying idly in its case, it produces no sound. 
In the hands of a beginner, notes may be played, but it is not 
music until the heart of the violinist is in it. So with the hymns 
and prayers of the Church. Only when the worshipper puts in what 
is not on the printed page has he learned to worship. 


. “Worship is not just the art of appreciation, nor just the seek- 
ing of mere beauty, nor just anthems or hymns or the Holy Word. 
It is tenderness, patience and faith which the heart takes out the 
door and back home with it. 


. “Christ faced the world. He did not always take the chaos and 
things of the world calmly. We have several instances of Christ’s 
indignation. Shall we worship until we become indignant, when we 
see the world trying to make us dollar slaves and cannon fodder? 


“Jesus Christ made it possible for us to worship God in ways 
dear to us. When we lay our all at the feet of Christ, we find the 
miracle of worship. Romance rules the world. It is the only supreme- 
ly unselfish thing. If we follow the instinct of the heart, we have 
not gone far from Christ.’ 


At the close of the address, Rev. Kinports made the necessary 
convention announcements and read messages of greetings from the 
following: 


Luther League of Wisconsin. 

Luther League of Texas 

Luther League of Southern California 
Charleston District Luther League, S 
St. Mark’s League, San Francisco, Cal. 
Rey. F. W. Otterbein, D.D., Chcago, Ill. 
Mr. Alvin F. Thiem, Rochester, N. Y. 
Rey. A. B. Schrader, Kansas City, Mo. 


July 9, 1937 
The session was called to order by Mr. Ray Anderson, of Cali- 
fornia, followed by devotions by the chaplain on the subject, “A 
Challenge to Modern Youth.” Briefiy, Rev. Wood reviewed his pre- 
vious talks on the theme, ‘‘The Christ in Quest of Youth.’”’? ‘‘Where 
can one find Jesus that the Bible asks youth of the world to seek? 
The answer is along the pathways of worship, of service, of good 

literature, of art, of music and of nature. 


“Who are those who find Him? It is our desire to be among 
those who seek Him. Peter sought the Lord and the Lord found 
Him in prayer. All young people are searching a Saviour. Some 
are seeking Him in the financial world, some in the social world, and 
still others are searching Him in other fields. They that seek the 
Lord early shall find Him. 


“Youth is the age of dreams, of decisions, of victories. Those 
who find Jesus are those who search for Him in youth. It doesn’t 
mean that it is impossible for one of years to find Him, but how 
few there are who find Him after they have grown old. One- 
twelfth of those who seek Jesus find Him between the ages of 
twelve and twenty-five. After twenty there is one chance in a 
thousand to find Jesus. r 
when we are young. ‘They that seek Me early shall find Me. 

“The Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘Blessed are the pure in heart for 
they shall see God.’ If there are any who have not met with success 
in their quest of God, I would suggest that they go in for a bit of 
housecleaning that their soul may be clean, for those who find 
Jesus are those whose hearts are in tune with heaven. Prayer makes 
heaven near. Prayer opens the window of our heart and permits 
the sunshine of our God to come in. Those who find Jesus are those 
who pray.” 

Three more short talks were given by Board representatives as 
follows: 

Brotherhood—Dr. J. W. Kapp 

Inner Missions—Dr. Harvey R. Crowell 

Deaconess Board—Dr William A. Wade 


The speaker at this session was Mr. George L. Rinkliff who spoke 
on auieers in the Christian Choice of a Life Work.’ “It is very 
easy,” he said, “to think that there never have been problems like 
those that confront us now. Human living has never been easy- 
going if an individual really lived and so there is no ground for 
extreme concern today. To young people looking upon life, it is 
probably well to offer a word of caution. Don’t be discouraged by 
pessimists that this is a different time of mankind and what worked 
in the past will not work now. There are people who are askin 
whether we ate going backward or forward, upward or downward. 
In reply, a challenge ought to be thrown out. Where was our 
civilization 1200 or a thousand years ago? It ought to be apparent 
that a thousand years or so ago there was developing what we now 
call this modern age.” , 

Mr. Rinkliff threw out this challenge to: all the world: What 
did the modern age have to start with except two ideas—the Christian 
standard of morality and the Christian ideal of love. Out of them, 
all that is worthwhile in our civilization has come. Pluck these two 


The best time to learn the art of music is 
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ideas out of civilization and the whole thing falls. They are the 
background of what has been developing in this world. le inevit> 
able that whoever contemplates the idea of the Christian standard 
of morality and the idea of the Christian ideal of life, must eventually 
come to recognize that the Christian ideal expects all to be ladies 
and gentlemen, Mistakes have been made in trying to achieve the 
destiny that God had clearly provided for them. We are created to 
be ladies and gentlemen. What we need is to develop more the idea 
of gentle folk.” 


_After convention announcements by Rev. Kinports, the delegates 
again separated into groups for the last period of simultaneous con- 
ferences as mentioned at the Thursday morning session. The session 
adjourned at the close of the conference hour. : 


The afternoon session was in charge of Miss Mildred Gartelmann, 
of Savannah, Georgia, and opened with devotions by the chaplain 
in the last of his inspiring tasks on ‘The Serviceable Life.” Rev. 
Wood asked the question, ‘‘What should characterize the life of one 
who has been sought and found by Jesus? When we have found 
Jesus, it ought to be the purpose of every life to serve Him. Let 
your life be a serviceable life. 


“How can one live a serviceable life” There are three things 
that make up a serviceable life—concentration, consideration, and 
consecration. A concentrated life is a life with a definite purpose. 
No more jacks of all trades. A considerate life is a serviceable life— 
a life which is considerate of others. Do you grieve over your limi- 
tations? Do you sometimes withhold the abilities you have because 
you failed? Don’t do that. Dedicate the little you have. By keep- 
ing these three things in mind throughout the days, your life will be 
a serviceable life. 


_ In accordance with the action of the Executive Committee, the 
first ballot for the election of Second Vice-President was to be cast 
immediately after the ‘“Quiet Moments” at the afternoon session. 


The tellers announced that none of the nominees had received 
the necessary votes for election. The President then declared that 
there was no election. 


The session at this time was turned over to the contestants of 
the Intermediate debate for presentation before the Seniors. The 
subject of the debate was, ‘‘Resolved, That a Christian Cannot 
Engage in War of Any Kind.” The winners were Miss Phyllis 
Swoyer, of Columbus, Ohio, who was awarded first place and Miss 
Alma H. Nolte, of Lititz, Pa., second place. Suitable rewards were 
presented to them by Rev. Wolf, as well as all those who contested. 


Rev. Alford R. Naus, of Camden, N. J., delivered an interesting 
talk on ‘“Today’s Intermediates in Tomorrow’s World.” In the 
course of his address, he mentioned four things necessary for boys 
and girls to obtain if they are going to be a leader of tomorrow: 

1. Development of Education 

(a) Secular 
(b) Religious—Christian 
2. Development of Vocation 
(a) Vocational Guidance 
(b) Call—realization that there is a need and one must 
have the mental, physical and spiritual ability to fill 
that need. 
3. Emancipation—child does his own thinking; not tied to 
parent’s apron strings j 

4. Re-creation. Wholesome recreation will bring about re- 
creation; those who have been re-created in body and soul 
will be the leaders to carry on. 


When the second ballot was cast for the election of the Second 
Vice-President, the tellers again announced that none of the nominees 
had received the necessary votes for election. The President then 
declared there was no election. 

Motion made and carried that the next ballot cast be confined to 
the two highest members. 

The last department of our-League program to be presented was 
that of Life Service. Rev. Chester Simonton, D:.D., of Harrisburg, 
Pa., outlined very vividly the tremendous amount of work carried 
on by this Department. Instead of trying to point out which of the 
three Departments of our League work was the most important, he 
tied them together somewhat in this fashion: 

Education—To Know 

Missions—To Do 

Life Service—To Be . 4 ; 

“We can know without either doing or being, we can do when 
our doing does not express the best we know or what we really are 
but we can never be what we ought to be without both knowing and 
doing. 

“Life Service in a broad sense means serving Christ whatever 
our vocation. It means seeing the opportunity in all daily activity 
for serving the cause of Christ. It means serving with one’s life. 
Life Service has a challenge and opportunity for every young man 
and woman. Every Luther Leaguer should feel the seriousness of 
life’s choice, to give consideration to the claims of Christ.” 


Rey. Simonton called on Rev. Wolf who told how Life Service 
is being presented through the Intermediate Department. He said he 
“could not think of life without service, The fuller the life, the 
fuller the service in accordance with the higher teaching of life as we 
know it through Jesus Christ.’”’ Rev. Wolf said he “could not see 
how a group of ’teen age boys and girls could not_be influenced 
toward a life of service. In the Intermediate Sixteen Point Program, 
there resides a number of points emphasizing the cause of Life- 
Service.’”’ Miss Mehlhouse also spoke from the standpoint of the- 
Juniors. a 

In closing his address Dr. Simonton referred to the singing of our 
convention hymn, “Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult.” ‘Just what 
do wé mean and to what does it call us? He calls us to take a 
stand on the side of things that are decent and worthwhile; to take 
a stand on deciding on the way our life shall go. The youth of the 
Church is standing at the parting of the ways. Which shall it be? 
Tf you have chosen Christ, there is no problem as to the way. Jesus 
calis us to actually put our lives to work. That doesn’t mean we 
must go into the ministry, diaconate, missionary field, etc.; it means 
that each and every one of us shall say to himself, ‘“Where does 
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God want me?? Where would God like to use my talents and in- 
fluence and wealth? Not my will, Lord, but Thine in this matter. 

“It is through our Luther League and Missionary Societies that 
He is beckoning us to follow Him and serve Him today. Life Serv- 
ice begins where we are. What do you mean to your Church? 
How faithful, how loyal, how helpful have you been? Will youth 
hear the call of Life Service?” . 

The tellers announced that Mr. J. W. Cobb had received the 
majority of the votes cast and the President declared him elected as 
the Second Vice-President of the Luther League of America. 

Certificates were awarded to 171 Leagues who had_ completed 
all points necessary to obtain recognition on the “Springfield Honor 
Roll.” 

The Nominating Committee presented the names of the follow- 
ing Members-at-Large on the Executive Committee: 

Howard A. Logan—New York 

Robert Ray Inslee—California 

Rev. J. W. Frease—Ohio 

Rev. F. H. Bloch—Wisconsin } 

Motion made and carried that the report be received. 


The following additional nominations were made on the floor of 
the convention : 

Miss Catherine Ruccius—Vancouver, B. C. 

Roland Renkel—Maryland 


Motion made and carried that the nominations be closed. The 
President stated that the four members receiving the highest votes 
would be e'ected. 

Motion made and carried to receive the report of the Publicity 
Committee and refer the same to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Report of the Resolutions Committee was presented by the 
Chairman, Rev. Pau! H. Gleichman. 


Motion made and carried that the report be adopted item 
item as presented: 


Be it Resolved— 


1. That the Luther League of America recognize the leading 
and guiding hand of our Heavenly Father during the past biennium 
and during the days of this convention, and ask His continued help in 
the coming years.—Adopted. 

2. That we express our appreciation of the faithful services 
during the past two years of the Executive Secretary, the Inter- 
mediate and Junior Secretaries, the Departmental Secretaries and 
the Executive Committee.—Adopted. 

3. That we express our appreciation of the work done by the 
retiring officers, members of the Executive Committee and Depart- 
mental Jeaders.—adopted. 

4. That the convention express its gratitude to the United 
Lutheran Church in America for her continued support of the Luther 
League of America by her yearly appropriation of $6,000.—Adopted. 

5. That all State and Local Leagues promote the Pocket Testa- 
ment League among their members, especially by observing Pocket 
Testament League Day in February and year-round activity accord- 
ing to the principles and ideals of the Pocket Testament League.— 
Adopted. 

6. That all Local, District and Synodical Leagues cultivate 
friendship, understanding, and, as far as possible, cooperation with 
Luther Leagues of other Synodical bodies in order to realize in fact 
the resolution of the Charleston Convention seeking closer co- 
operation.—Adopted. 

7. That the Luther League of America study and participate 
actively in the promotional program presented by the United Lutheran 
Church in America.—Adopted 

8. That we express our sincere appreciation and hearty thanks 
to the pastors, the Luther Leagues, the choirs, the organists, the 
members of the Springfield Churches, the Oecsterlen Home, and 
Wittenberg College for their hospitality and efforts in our behalf; to 
the various boards and other contributors who made possible the dis- 
play in the basement of the Convention Church; to the chaplain and 
speakers for their inspirational and challenging addresses; to the local 
press and to the editor and staff of ‘“‘The Buckeye” for their splendid 
publicity; to the convention chairman, Mr. Edward Driscoll, and 
his committee for their unceasing work in making this our 21st 
biennial convention truly great in every respect; and that this resolu- 
tion be adopted by a rising vote.—Adopted. 

9. That this convention assembled determine by ballot the 
place of meeting of the convention in 1939.—Adopted. 

10. _ That the Luther League of America commend the Synodical 
Luther League members and missionary secretaries for the promotion 
of and response to the missionary objective of 1935-37.—Adopted. 

11, That in recognition of the fact that in recent years there 
has been a definite decrease in the number of men preparing for 
the ministry, the Life Service Department, in the promotion of its 
program, give special attention to this problem and its solution — 
Adopted. 

12. That the Executive Committee, in recognition of the serious 
decrease, in membership throughout the Luther League of America, 


for 


be instructed to study this situation and formulate a plan of ex- ‘ 


tension.—Adopted. 

13. That the report of the Publicity Committee be referred to 
the Execut ve Committee with the power to act.—Adopted. 

14. That, having had the privilege of hearing throughout this 
convention ‘Christ’s Call to Youth,’ we return to our respective 
area of life with a consciousness of contemporary problems, with a 
sense of our Christian responsibility, and with a consecrated desire 
to work with God in extending the Kingdom of Christ—Adopted. 


Motion made and carried to adopt this report in its entirety. 


The following resolutions were submitted for adoption on the 
floor of the convention: 


Whereas, in our opinion, great benefits are derived from dis- 
cussion groups in the exchange of ideas, and in the sharing of 
thoughts stimulated by the convention sermons and addresses; be it 
hereby Resotved, That this convention instruct the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Luther League of America to consider the advisibility 
of placing a greater emphasis on discussion groups on the problems 
of the youth of the Church in life and in League work by allotting 
more time on the convention program to such groups.—Adopted. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Whereas, the great majority of the young people attending 
the Biennial Conventions of the Luther League of America are 
seeking, among other things, the Christian solution to personal 
problems confronting them; and whereas many ministers and leaders 
of young people are brought together for the purpose of guiding and 
enriching the Christian lives of these young people; be it hereby 
Resolved, That this convention request its Executive Committee to 
make detinite arrangements providing opportunities for personal in- 
terviews with these Jeaders——Adopted. : 

Whereas, should the anticipated income of $4,000 from_ the 
Sustaining Membership Fund and $7,000 from dues be received by 
the end of the year, 1937, there will be no deficit_to carry over into 
1938. At this time the Sustaining Membership Fund is $1,600 and 
the dues $2,000 short of the anticipated amount. 


Therefore, we recommend that this convention urge the repre- 
sentatives in attendance to enlist their constituency in a drive to 
meet their respective quotas.——Adopted. 

The Chairman, Miss Florence Dutton, presented the report of 


the Credentials Committee: 


State Delegates Visitors Total 

Northern ‘California oc. 225. .05 0 0 0 
Southern «(Gahfosmeis. ad-(Sx lesiee 13 0 13 
Canada © geass deans Sta ons Soka 10 4 14 
Columbia» Drstriets non as oo hon 0 0 0 
Connecticut © c6.cscasw om oa martes 0 2 2 
ipridal 5 cute paths Braptins =a eu oie 2 2 4 
Georzin-Alsbamea. (26.65 «<:n03 = acs 6 1 7 
Wiss = tens nuithoaite aa oe 10 7 17 
Pndiind Meee eee okses ae ees 7 11 18 
Lea iN Selassie e dee Sate oem ale was 3 0 3 
ates 5 rc. ean te eee eee 0 1 1 
Kentucky-Tennessee .........- 11 2 13 
Maryland pcit.. SF ic Bnosroswe ee 32 7 39 
Michiganias 101i. ee cee ae 12 1 13 
Mitinesota, Sik, Ske «ec Sioa 3 1 4 
Migstesippr | o<)-20in ses eeu ane 0 0 0 
Nehrasita’ asus onsite ee cee Ree 1 1 2 
Gertsan\, Nebraska; eae ae 0 0 0 
New. Jess29) Vo asus aeeasicke 8 4 12 
New YORK (2 .c0cs es caceek =n nes 6 5 11 
North Cardligd’ ©. Sic dence = «eek 16 g 24 
OLI0 cesta ak sont stain aoe 83 151 234 
Pacific Northwest .<..<- sadness. 11 1 12 
Peusyivante "so ce cence en 76 46 122 
Puerto Rico: \is..n< saa see 0 0 0 
Rocky... Mounting <5..02 <5 + sem 0 0 0 
South? Carohuaal to.tenn eae eee i4 10 24 
NCES (oe candice ea oe eee ee 0 0 0 
Wit pitita, 5,-2.5 a cmt nano Onis mae 8 0 8 
Wiest Virgisia “<0 <caen.doenen 12 2 14 
WEISCORSE Sie wan sc erway a elaiinl oie 1 1 2 
Winnipeg, Manitoba ........... 0 0 0 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 0 0 0 

345 268 613 


Motion made and carried that this report be received and placed 
on ihe Minutes of the convention. 

The report of the tellers on the election of the four Members-at- 
Large of the Executive Committee was as follows: 

Rev. J. W. Frease 

Robert Ray Inslee 

Howard A. Logan 

Rev. F. H. Bloch 

In accordance with the action of the Resolutions Committee, 
ballots were cast to determine the meeting place of the 1939 con- 
vention. ‘ 

Long Beach, California. having received the highest number of 
votes cast, was declared the meeting place for the next convention of 
the Luther League of America in 1939, 

Motion made and carried that we set up in our Treasurer’s ac- 
counts, a Pacific Coast Convention Fund to which no State or 
Synodical organization can contribute until their dues and Sustain- 
ing Membership quotas have been met. 

There being no further business, the 21st Biennial Convention 
was brought to a close. 

The closing service was in charge of Rev. Paul M. Kinports and 
the final message was delivered by Rev. G. E. Swoyer, pastor of 
First Church, Mansfield, Ohio, who spoke on the topic “Christ 
Calls Youth—To Service.” “The words, ‘Take up thy cross and 
follow Me’ are the challenge of Jesus Christ which burns in the 
hearts of everyone. There is not a much stronger appeal in the 
words of the Master. The average man wants religion to be at his 
service, but the real purpose of religion is that we are to help God. 

“Sometimes we hear people saying. ‘We must take care of our 
young peop’e not to offend them, to cater to them, to give them what 
they want.’ Who said we should cater to our young people? When 
they are looking for a soft thing, they will find it under their hats. 

_ “We need not worry so much about leadership but about fellow- 
ship. What is the purpose of the Church? It is for worship and all 
other great things, The Church is for a two-fold purpose—to teach 
the Will of God and give us the power to carry out that Will. 
Church-going is a duty that falls upon us. We are ‘double-crossing’ 
God when we do not go to Chureh. Gi 

“The whole matter of service means social betterment. The 
Master’s life was ome of service. We are saved to serve. The pri- 
mary purpose of God was that the lost might be found. He is at 
the throne of God praying for our souls that they might be brought 
into His K‘n¢dom.” q : 

After a few parting remarks by Rev. P. M. Kinports, Executive 
Secretary, the convention closed with a Candlelight Service at which 
time the newly-elected officers were installed, followed by the singing 
of the Luther League Rally Hymn and Benediction. — 


Respectfully submitted, 
IRENE C. SCHAEFER, Secretary 
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Luther Leagues Achieving the Requirements of the 


SPRINGFIELD HONOR ROLL 


21st Biennial Convention of the Luther League of America 


Listed in Order of Enrollment 


1. Bethlehem - = E, 2, 
2. St. Barnabas - - - 

3. St. Peter’s 5 = : c 

4. Redeemer - ~ : = < 
5.70 otyePeter’s - < & : 
6. Pisgah - : 5 s s 
Za Sta johns - : 3 a 
85 St. john’s * = = : > = 
9. St. Joseph’s - - - - 
10. St. Stephen’s” - - - - 


ieeSt. John’s - - - - - 
12. Advocate - - - - 
13. Bethel - - - - - 
14. < ot.) John’s - - - - - 
15. Grace Intermediate - - - . 
H6e asta ohn'sh. < - - - - 
17. St. Matthew’s - - - 
18. Christ - - - - - 
19. St. John’s - - - 

20. Trinity German - - - 

21. Augsburg - - - - - 
22. St. John’s 


235 Bt.) jJoln's - - - - - 
24. The First - - - - - 
25. St. Paul’s Wurtemburg - - 
26. St. James - - - - - 
27. Moxham Sid at.= - - - 
28. Holy Trinity - - - - 
29. Holy Spirit - - - - 


30. St. James - - - = 

31. Zion Olney - - - 

32. Redemption - - - - 
335) Zion: - - - - - 

34. St. Johns - - - - 
35. Trinity - - - - - 
36. Holy Trinity - - - - 
37. St. Matthews - - - 
38. Mt. Tabor - - - 

39. Our Saviour - - - - 
40. Trinity - 
41, St-"Pauls - - - - - 
42. First - - - - - 

43. Redeemer - - - 

44, St. Luke’s - - - - - 
45. Ascension Intermediate - - 
46. Trinity - - - - - 
47. Mt. Moriah - - - - 

48. Trinity - 
49,- First St. Pauls. - 
50. Memorial - - - - 


Sie, ~ Christ - = = 2 = 
52. First Intermediate - = : 
53. Zion - = - = S 


54. Messiah = = =, 
55. St. Nicholas = 2 P = 


56. Grace - - - : 2 
57. St. John’s - - - B - 
58. Salem - - , . - 
59. St. John’s - - = = 

60. Grace - - - - : 
6bs sChtist™ = - 2 : : 

62. St. Peter’s - - - ~ 
63. Holy Trinity Senior - - - 
64. The First - - - : 
65. First - - - - - 


66. Bethanien - - 
67. Trinity Intermediate - - 
68. St. Mark’s = : 2 5 
69. Good Shepherd - = - 
7Z0re Ste Pauls - : - a 
71. Trinity = E, as 
72. St. Andrews - = 3 , 
73. St. Paul’s - = 3 . 
74. North Austin - - . 


75. Memorial - - - N. 
76. St. Paul’s - - 2 2 : 
77. Central - = = < E 


78. Miller Chapel - c 3 


Harrisburg, Pa. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Pittston, Pa. 
Portland, Ore. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Lexington, S. C. 
Zanesville, Ohio 
Kutztown, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Wilmington, Del. 
Leck Kill, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Nazareth, Pa. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
St. John’s, Pa. 


Charleston, S. C. 


New York City 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


N. S. Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Harrisburg, Pa 
Honesdale, Pa. 
Ccranton, Pa. 
Philipsburg, Pa 
Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
- York, Pav 
Johnstown, Pa. 
Springfield, Ga. 
Reading, Pa. 
Jewett, Ohio 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Washirgton, D. C. 


Slatington, Pa. 
Johnstown, Pa. 
Kingston, Pa. 


White Plains, N. Y. 
New Brookland, S. C. 
_Jersey City, N. J. 


Bangor, Pa. 
Accident, Md. 


Greensboro, N. C. 
Jersey City, N. J. 


Omaha, Nebr. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Pasadena, Calif. 


China Grove, N.C. 


Freeport, Pa. 
Hastings, Nebr. 


Shippensburg, Pa. 


Shrewsburg, Pa. 
Galveston, Texas 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Homestead Park, Pa. 


Fairfax, S.C: 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Mohnton, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ridge Valley, Pa. 


Lakeland, Fla. 


- Carey, Ohio 


Work, Pa. 
Narberth, Pa. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Beach City, Ohio 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Hooversville, Pa. 
. Doubs, Md. 


Weehawken, N. J. 


Cumberland, Md. 
Taneytown, Md. 
S. Perkasie, Pa. 
Frostburg, Md. 

Chicago, Ill. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Newark, Ohio 
Seattle, Wash. 
Marlow, Ga. 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, JULY 5-9, 1937 


Emmanuel a - - - Lincolnton, N. C. 
Zion’s Evangelical - - East Pikeland, Pa. 
Messiah - - - - - Baltimore, Md. 
St. John’s - - - - Johnsonburg, Pa. 
Grace - - - - - Lincoln, Nebr. 


Allentown, Pa. 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Trinity Memorial - - - 
St. John’s Intermediate - - 
St. John’s - - - - Charleston, S. C. 
Trinity - - - - - Riverside, Calif. 
First - - - a: San Bernardino, Calif. 
Bethel - - - - - Springfield, Ohio 
Stone Creek - - - - Stone Creek, Ohio 
Ehrhardt Memorial - - - Hhrhardtieon GC. 


Drinity = - - - - Charleston, S. C. 
St. Paul’s - - - - Millersburg, Pa. 
Reformation - - - - Savannah, Ga. 
Zion - - - - - Middletown, Md. 
First i - - - Parkersburg, W. Va. 


St. Paul’s - - - - Gilbert, S. C. 
St. Thomas - - - - Davidsville, Pa. 
St. Paul’s - - - - Catasauqua, Pa. 
Trinity - - - - Burlington, Iowa 
St. Johns - - - - - Freedom, Pa. 
Fourth - - - - Springfield, Ohio 
Sandy Run - - - - Swansea, S. C. 
Zion English - - - - The Dalles, Ore. 
Silverstreet - - - - Silverstreet, S.C. 
Apostle’s - - - - Philadelphia; Pa. 
St. John’s - - - - Lexington, S. C. 
St. Michael’s - - - - Allentown, Pa. 
St. Paul’s - - - - Salisbury, N. C. 
Grace - - - - - Fairmont, W. Va. 
St. James - - - ~ Lexington, S. C. 
Muddy Creek - - - Muddy Creek, Pa. 
Mt. Olivet - - - - Chapin, ‘S.C: 
Grace - - - - - - Reading, Pa. 
First - - - - - Newton, Iowa 
St. John’s - - - - Shiremanstown, Pa. 
SEepatlts - - - - - Easton, Pa. 
St. Stephen’s - - - - Allentown, Pa. 
St. Matthew’s - - - - Bethlehem, Pa. 
First - - - - - Glendale, Calif. 
Ascension - - - - - Lancaster, Pa. 
St. Mark’s - - - - Conshohocken, Pa. 
St. James’ - : - : Graniteville, S. C. 
Calvary - - - - - Baltimore, Md. 
Trinity - - - - - Ashland, Ohio 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Little Mountain, S. C. 


St. Simeon’s - - 
Holy Trinity Intermediate - - 


Zion - - - - - Whitemarsh, Pa. 
Evangelical - - - - Frederick, Md. 
The First - - : - Mansfield, Ohio 
St. Paul’s - - - - Leigh, Nebr. 
Redeemer - - - - Macon, Ga. 


Burlington, N. C. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Macedonia Senior - - - 
Trinity Senior - - Germantown, 
Trinity’ Intermediate - Germantown, 
Haven Intermediate - - - 


St. John’s - - - - Jacksonville, Fla. 
St. John’s - : - - Stovertown, Ohio 
Messiah Senior - - Harrisburg, Pa. 
Philadelphia - - - Swiss Alp, Texas 
Redeemer - - - - Houston, Texas 
Trinity - - - - - Victoria, Texas 
Gilead - - - - - Troy, eNue le 
Ascension - - - - Columbia, S. C. 
Holy Trinity Senior - Little Mountain, S. C. 
St. Johns - - - - - Pomaria, S.C. 
St. Stephen’s Senior - - Lexington, S.C. 
Mt. Hermon - - - New Brookland, S.C. 
Ebenezer - : - - - Columbia, S.C. 
St. John’s - - - . Clearfield, Pa. 
Jerusalem - - - - - Rincon, Ga. 
Messiah - - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
Hope - - - - - Reading, Pa. 
Alsace - - - - Reading, Pa. 
St. Luke’s - - - - Springfield, Ohio 
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The Monthly 
Financial Reports 


Read the Financial Status of your State or 
Synodical League. Your Luther League of 
America depends on full subscribed quotas to 
balance the budget. 


DUES REPORT 
October 4, 1937 


e Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
12—Northern California $28.75 $28.75 $2.50 $2.50 
Souths rit alife rie ae Bo. 53.00 4.00 2.00 
13—Columbia District .. 38.50 38.50 
9—Connecticut ......... 48.50 48.50 14.00 14.00 
2—Floriday) i. ces, teste oes 22.50 22.50 3.80 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 79.50 39.75 14.80 7.40 
PUNO © crareis ie aia wyerelle stele 231.25 81.25 35.00 15.70 
DSU diatiayy iets siete aierete ve 77.50 77.50 9.50 9.50 
STO wale wi siicicters’s ayaietes s 76.25 76.25 12.00 12.00 
GEES) qogaonoGubUUO L0G 116.25 63.13 6.50 3.25 
Kentucky-Tennessee 48.00 36.00 3.00 2:25 
7—Maryland ..-......+.. 297.00 297.00 54.30 54.30 
IMiviciisxaimimineteret s\elerelele arersisis 34.50 34.50 6.20 6.00 
EMI = Wes tammatsiaicraete ciayeraye sole 65.50 32.75 
IMinmesOtame se stelisielstaletes 70.40 35.10 12.50 6.25 
IMISSISSIDDl amererte ete ete oles 12.50 6.25 
Nebraska © 3.6 «2's: 126.00 92.70 16.70 
5—New Jersey 128.50 128.50 36.20 36.20 
New WY onkemions sc. 485.00 117.72 126.50 48.65 
6—North Carolina .. 558.50 558.50 67.40 67.40 
Qnigker ecb ees 325.00 162.54 20.00 10.02 
1—Pacific Northwest 29.00 29.00 6.2 6.20 
Pennsylvania ....... 2,356.50 1,767.41 238.50 238.50 
10—Rocky Mountain 20.00 20.00 
SOUMtHINGaLOlinal «clei <jes 1 423.75 317.56 52.50 44.10 
PREX ASH Mere gic ts ciel eislevereve sie 55.00 27.50 7.50 3.76 
WaireTintaMectemness a herciarpiste tle ss 371.00 247.34 19.30 12.88 
3—West Virginia ...... 81.00 81.00 2.00 2.00 
8—Wisconsin ....-...... 51225 51.25 11.20 11.20 
$6,343.40 $4,574.75 $782.10 $619.86 
MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
October 4, 1937 
Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ...... $50.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 
Columbia District .......-. 67.00 
Gonmecticit, Soviet siea0s o18 84.00 
BIG TS Cale rerasmereuneietereinvexese a¥s 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 137.00 
SUI THROTS ar erareieratryesys altel elevate 398.00 
Hiri tcUricme ve tyate: dialer sais) syensve (vere 134.00 
OoWey Hagedoorn 132.00 
SAT SAS MMM etree, wapvie eieene,s 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 
Matvilaod! sicscuescicteis ois a 511.00 
VIN CHUD Ate avai ties exere ie leis ioleke 60.00 
Mid WiESt> Talkie cinveis «sus 0 cls s0 113.00 
WMDimmeSO tare <telersa< cle a0 07 120.00 
IMASSISSIDD1 Aicmiie oe ve neces 22.00 
IN(@ 1 rascal Meta :0s' ceric 9:4 19,a ave 1601 d9 217.00 
INGWVENEDSEY: pisiviicies sieverae ane 221.00 $10.00 
CWNIOT Kame eieielersaiera oteYantie 835.00 20.00 
INogthe Carolitia, Ginecsascs oe 961.00 
PALO errata ts etal ine esa ausuecnsasaole 559.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 50.00 
Pennsylvania ...4 see 00 0 4,053.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 35.00 
OUCH Carolina “sickneer es 729.00 
Ge) Cocina omic minniodne cn 95.00 
VAR RL AG ars telcea trates wets: ava 639.00 
Wiest eVirginia’ cst... s0 0% 140.00 
WaSCOMSItin cule sete suse lnrel erage 89.00 
Offering—Junior Rally, 
Springield! i wvasenwss $8.00 
Offering—Inter, Rally, 
SPringtield “Gr. awe ese sees $14.00 
$10,921.00 $30.00 $14.00 $8.00 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


January 1 to September 30, 1937 Alumni 
Total G 3 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
4—Nor, California . $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern Caliturnia 59.U0 48.00 30.00 $18.00 
Columbia District . a re pe 3.00 $5.00 
LICH worsetete : J J 
yo ttorids atsee Suns 15.06 21.00 15.00 1.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 55.00 52.00 35.00 7.00 10.60 
Tilinois’ Ss 252 sa-c 150.00 34.00 5.00 14.00 15.00 
Tndiana)<csse. a6 50.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
EOWa \.0,5's 9 xotoee sain 50.00 21.00 15.00 6.00 
KReanisas cscsereoriets 40.00 a said 6.00 5.00 
- 35.00 a5: 3 
Se nae 190.00 249.00 190.00 49.00 10.00 
5—Michigan ...... pe 33.00 27.00 6.00 
Mid-West 45. P 
Mine 49.UU 21.00 5.00 16.00 
Mississippi . 10.00 
Nee 85.00 43.00 40.00 3.00 
New Jersey 85.00 79.00 40.00 34.00 5.00 
New York 315.00 210.00 145.00 55.00 10.00 
North Carolina 360.00 115.00 70.00 15.00 30.00 
Ohio"; ..¢dasseenk te 210.00 gy oS 6.00 ae 
dre acific Northwest | tooo 1,157.00 650.00 150-00 | aur au 
Rocky Mountain .. 15.09 
6—South Carolina 275:00 286.75 130.00 28.00 128.75 
Texas 25.2 ie = 40.00 36.00 20.00 11.00 5.00 
Vitgitiia: *Sseees 6 240.00 127.00 90.00 22.00 15.00 
West Virginia 55.00 20.00 20.00 
Wisconsin .<...... 35.00 7.06 5.00 2.00 
Canada as <2 hes 5 cs 12.00 5.00 7.00 


$2,859.75 $1,782.00 $462.00 $615.75 


REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER, 1937 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 23 
Kenneth D. Brown Dr. 
Clarence L. Derr 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 7 
Rev. E. A. Vosseler, by Trinity Luther League, Longview 
CONNECTICUT, tctal 3 
First Luther League, Waterbury 
Connecticut State Luther League 
FLORIDA, ‘otal 5 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 14 
ILLINOIS, total 18 
Alexander Meyer 
INDIANA, total 2 
IOWA, total 9 
KANSAS, tota! 5 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 3 
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JUST A LITTLE NEWS THIS MONTH 


LEADERSHIP SCHOOL 


The Tenth Annual Luther@ 
League Leadership School of the 
Metropolitan area of New York 
was held at Pinecrest Dunes, 
Peconic, Long Island, from 
Sunday, August 29, to Monday, 
September 6. This year’s attend- 
amce was the highest in ten 
years, with a total of 62 dele- 
gates for the week period, and 
129 for the week-end period. 

Many splendid courses weie 
offered, including a course in 
Luther League Problems, led by 
Mr. John George Kurzenknabe, 
President of the Luther League 
of America, a course in Social 
Problems, led by Rev. C. Krumb- 
holz, Secretary of the Inner 
Mission Board of the United 
Lutheran Church, and a course 
in Recreational Leadership, led 
by Mr. W. Tom Ward, Director 
of Pinecrest Dunes Camp. 

_ _ Many interesting evening ac- 

tivities were held, including a 
beach supper, a Candlelight Con- 
secration Service, “Stunt Nite,’ 
and an evening of folk dancing. 
The Luther League of Immanuel 
Church, Meriden, Conn., pre- 
sented the Persian Missionary 
play, ‘‘Kasim,’”’ as an evening 
feature. Sunday morning, the en- 
tire school participated in an 
early morning Communion Sery- 
ice held out of doors, in a pine grove, and later worshipped with 
the congregation of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, of Greenport. 
Every evening a Vesper Service was held on a sand dune overlooking 
Long Island Sound, and members of each class conducted the 
services. 

On Monday, Labor Day, the annual Banquet was served, ind 
at that time a resume of the ten years of the School was given by 
Mrs. E. W. Hammer, of Meriden, Conn., who has participated in 
every session of the School since its ifception. At the conclusion 
of her talk, she presented to Rev. Luther F. Gerhart, Director of the 
School from its start, a brown leather suit case, a brief case to 
match, and a purse which was given by the Alumni of the School 
in appreciation of the splendid work he has done in bringing the 
School to its present size and standard. 

The Leadership School is fully accredited and awards both 
A level and B level Certificates to those who complete the courses 
satisfactorily. From a small group of fifteen or twenty, it has 
grown to its present size of over one hundred, with a staff and 
faculty of twelve men and women. This year’s registration covered 
delegates from four States und thirty-seven congregations. 


NEW YORK 


About 600 persons attended the sessions of the Luther League 
Week-End Conference held in conjunction with the Summer School 
of the United Lutheran Synod of New York, at Silver Bay, on Lake 
George, on July 31, and August 1, the Eastern, Rhinebeck, and 
Mohawk Valley Districts jointly sponsoring the Conference. 

Saturday afternoon the conference opened with a session in 
charge of Eastern District at which Rev. Dr. Julius Seebach was the 
speaker on the theme of “Youth Faces a New World Order Because 
of Present World Isms.’ It proved to be a most enlightening and 
inspiring session. ‘ 

While this session was progressing, the Executive Committee of 
the Luther League of New York State met to hear reports ot the 
officers and secretaries and to plan for the coming year. The_ Presi- 
dent reported his attendance at the National Convention at Spring- 
- field and the Comvention of the Luther League of Pennsylvania, at 
Philadelphia. He also appointed the following new State Secretaries: 
Missionary, Mr. Ellsworth Miller, of Western District; Program, 
Mr. Thayer Shook, of Rhinebeck District; Publicity, Mr. David A. 
Jensen, of Mohawk Valley District. 2%, F b 

It was announced that the state publication, ‘‘The Mirror,” will 
be published on October 1. ; cS 

Saturday Evening, Rev. Dr. Ralph D. Heim led the twilight 
hour conference period and later in the evening the conference as- 
sembled in the auditorium to hear Rev. Dr. Paul I. Morentz discuss 
the theme, “Youth Faces a New World Order Because of Present 
Race Relations.” Mohawk Valley was in charge of the meeting. 

Then as night began to fall over the hills the Leaguers wound 
their way toward Fischer Gym where the Syracuse District had 
charge of the Fellowship Hour. Games were played and refresh- 
ments served. Je, 

Sunday Morning the Week-End Conference joined the regular 
group at the Communion Service in Hughes Memorial Chapel and 
at Service in the Auditorium where Rev. Hugo L. Dressler preached. 

Sunday Afternoon, the conference concluded with the final _ses- 
sion in charge of Eastern District at which Alvin Schaediger, Vice- 
President of the Luther League of America, discussed the theme, 
“Youth Faces a New World Order Because of Present Youth 


. . Istre 
Movements Within the Churc _-DAVID A. TENSEN 


TEXAS 
The Luther Leaguers motored for miles and miles out to Miles, 
to nee the 17th Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Texas Synod. Way out there where the west ends, Rev. George 


Tenth Annual Luther League Leadership School, held at Pinecrest Dunes, New York 
August 29th to September 6th, 1937 


Perry, his Leaguers and indeed the entire little city of Miles gave a 
warm welcome to all assembled there July 17 and 18, 1937. 

The Convention theme, ‘Witnessing for Jesus,” brought us 

many inspiring and helpful ideas and ideals. 
: A get-acquainted banquet at the Miles Hotel, on Saturday Even- 
ing, brought together all Leaguers present. On this very joyful _oc- 
casion Frederick Salling, of Miles, was the capable toastmaster. Pep 
sings, skits, stunts and playlets presented, by each League present, 
were carried out in fine spirit and made a district contribution to 
purpose of the gathering. 

On Sunday Morning, Holy Communion Service was conducted 
by Rev. Perry, assisted by Rev. Edwin Hirsch, of the Inez-Tivoli 
Congregation. Rev. Hirsch delivered the inspiring convention sermon, 
using as his text Romans 12:1, “I beseech ye, therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God that ye present yourselves a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” A 
beautiful anthem by the Miles choir added to this service. 

The President, Miss Martha Boehl, of Cuero, opened the con- 
vention. Rev. F. W. Kern, of Austin, led in prayer. Miss Alfreda 
Granzin kindly welcomed everyone to which Marie Miller, of Victoria, 
graciously responded. The Credential Committee reported present, 
6 Pastors, 2 otticers, 6 Secretaries, 36 Delegates and 51 Visitors. 
This number increased during the day. 

Everyone was very happy at this time over the reception of five 
new Leagues, namely, Ander, Austin, Weesatche, Yoakum and the 
Intermediate League of Dallas. The President gave an interesting 
report asking us to continue the support of the Lutheran Hospital 
at Cuero and the ‘Texas Lutheran.” The Treasurer was highly 
complimented on his efficient report. All the Departmental Secre- 
taries’ reports showed progress. 

The Missionary Secretary reported Texas “over the top” on the 
China project. Miss Delphine Frenzel, the very efficient activity re- 
porter, held everyone’s attention while informing us of the many 
varied activities of all the Leagues. The interesting report of the 
Educational Secretary, A. H. Liesmann, attracted much attention at 
the bulletin board. : 

Lunch was served at the Miles Hotel after which everyone was 
asked to keep still for one moment for the convention picture. 

The afternoon devotion was in charge of Rev. Elder, 
brought us another beautiful message. 

Bible Reading awards were presented by Rev. Kern, of Austin, 
to the Senior and Intermediate Leagues of Redeemer, Houston, and 
to the Victoria Juniors. ‘ 

An interesting discussion period on ‘The Luther League,” with 
Rev. L. W. Kern as leader, was enjoyed. 

We were happy to learn that the lamp recently installed in the 
operating room of the Lutheran Hospital, a gift of the State League, 
at a cost of $195.00, was proving highly satisfactory. 

We were informed the next biennial convention would be held in 
California, and our objective would be $10,000 for Konnarock. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: President, A. H. 
Liesmann, Houston; Vice-President, Alfreda Granzin, Miles; Re- 
cording Secretary, Beatrice Bielstein; Corresponding Secretary, Helma 
Strebb, Houston; Treasurer, Wm. Urban, Victoria. 

Invitations for the 1938 Convention from Swiss Alp and the Fall 
Rally from Ander, were heartily accepted. ‘ ‘ 

At. 82° Ps a most impressive candle-light service, with all 
Leaguers present taking part, was conducted by Rev. Peterson, of 
Weesatche. Newly-elected officers were installed. Rev. F. W. Henkel, 
of Sweetwater, delivered the sermon, using as his text I Corinthians 
11:1, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 

And so another great League Convention came to a close, 
Spiritually refreshed, and with thankful hearts to Miles for their 
gracious hospitality everyone left for their homes looking forward 
to another year of real League work in His Kingdom, 


—MRS, EDWARD STANGE 


who 
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Senior Topics For November 
MONTHLY THEME—SOCIAL ETHICS 


November 7, 1937 
24th Sunday after Trinity 


TROUBLE NEXT DOOR 
Luke 10 :29-37 


(By Rev. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
Inner Mission Board, U. L. C. A.) 


Every road has two sides to it; even a one-way Street. 
There is always a right side and a left. We might even 
say a right side and a wrong side. And if it is the road 
of life, it makes a difference which side you walk on. 

Two men out of three walked one day on the wrong 
side of the road that led down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Perhaps the going was easier on that side. There may 
not have been so many stones or gullies. The view may 
have been better. It certainly was so at least, at one 
spot. For there was an ugly sight on that other side. 
Just a huddle of humanity lay there, covered with dust 
and oozing blood from a wound on his forehead Poor 
fellow, he must have run afoul of brigands that infested 
this particular stretch of road. “Lucky I wasn’t here 
when they caught up with him. They might have done 
with me, too. I’d better get away from this place for 
the ruffans might return. I’d better stick to my side of 
the road. No use to meddle. It’s not my affair. Maybe 
this chap deserved what he got. He may have been just 
another robber. At any rate, he isn’t my sort. And I’ve 
business up in town that can’t wait.” 

So might the first traveler have said as he hurried 
past “on the other side.” 

“Why must things like this happen” we can imagine 
the next wayfarer saying. “There ought to be a law 
against this sort of thing, There ought to be more police 
along this stretch of road. I’ve always said that! This 
fellow certainly needs a doctor. But I’m not a doctor. 
I wouldn’t know what to do. V’ll hurry on and report 
this to the authorities. And I'll keep to the other side of 
the road, too. No use of running into more of this sort 
of thing. Maybe some one with’ more skill will happen 
by soon to give the fellow a lift, if he isn’t beyond help 
now. He surely looks as if he might be.” 

Can you blame these two travelers? Especially if 
you look at the matter from their standpoint? Perhaps 
they did report the matter to the authorities or were so 
busy that they forgot all about it. Was it any of their 
business anyway? Were they on the right side of the 
road that day? 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Trouble next door! There is usually trouble 
next door, for every family has its troubles. As 
our own troubles grow we come to know more and 
more that others have similar troubles. What shall 
we do about it? Just let it go? That is not Christ’s 
way. The Topic Scripture makes that very plain. 
The man or woman who passes trouble and does 
not help, violates one of the first principles of 
Christianity. 

But we must not rush into other people’s 
troubles either. St. Peter says: “Let none of you 
suffer as a meddler in other men’s affairs’—I Peter 
4:15 Most of all in trying to help we must be sure 
we really can help. 
dangerous except for the physician or surgeon who 


Giving medical advice is 


knows men’s bodies. Giving any sort of advice is 
dangerous unless you really know what you are 
talking about and the real needs of those with 
whom you talk. 

Life is a complex affair. Getting into other 
people’s troubles opens a long road. Will you be 
willing to carry through? Jesus warned His fol- 
lowers about the man who started to build and 
could not finish. Really undertaking to help an- 
other is an involved, expensive and exacting busi- 
ness. Even the Samaritan in the Scripture found 
that out. It cost time, money, convenience and the 
end was not yet in sight. 

But none of these considerations deters the 
Christian from doing all he can and doing it as 
wisely as he possibly can. Often we must seek ex- 
pert help. Always we must ask advice. Never can 
we force our views, attentions or plans on those 
we try to help. We must always be helping them 
—their needs, their feelings, their hopes and pleas- 
ures, their qualities and backgrounds will be kept 
in mind. 

But recognizing all that is involved we go 
ahead and spend and are spent freely and gladly 
for the well-being of all who have any want or 
need. And if there is no deep-seated trouble, we lay 
ourselves out to help in the little irritations, so as 
to give more strength and endurance or to lighten 
the burden so that it may not be too great. Faith 
and love and cheer must be kept warm and glow- 
ing in all lives. 


Keep to the Right 

The strange part of it was that these two men were 
religious men, or supposed to be. They had important 
places in the Church. They had ceremonial duties to 
perform and perhaps they were on their way to their 
appointments. They may have thought that they did 
right in leaving this poor fellow there where he was for 
other people to take care of. 

But we have Jesus’ word for it that they were on the 
wrong side of the road. 

A third traveler took a different view of the situa- 
tion. As he travelled along, likewise on business, as the 
story indicates, he came where the poor victim of the 
thieves was. And he had compassion. Isn’t that the 
secret of it? He had sympathy which wouldn’t let him go 
on, There isn’t any indication that he was either a 
policeman, nor a doctor. But he knew what to do with 
what was at hand. He may have been pretty clumsy at 
it, but he did what he could to make the poor fellow 
comfortable and then to get him to the place where 
others could do for him. But at his expense. Don’t over- 
look that. Even though he, too, had business farther on. 
Perhaps he even had to retrace his steps, over that 
already darkened road. But Jesus said he only, of the 
three was on the right side of the road. He, only, of the 
three, had the spirit of neighborliness. 


Bringing the Story Up-to-Date 
We all know the Biblical story of the good Samari- 
tan. But let us try to bring it down to our own day. 
It isn’t likely that any one of us would literally leave a 
dying man who was the victim of thieves or of a mad 
driver, to lie helpless, and not do anything about it. But 
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how about some of our modern victims of greed and 
lawlessness? How about some of our neighbors who 
have been the unwilling and innocent victims of unem- 
ployment, or of accident, of of broken. homes, or of old 
age? 

There are thousands of children who have fallen by 
the wayside because of broken homes and divorced 
parents. There are other countless persons whose lives 
have been crushed by superior odds, who cannot keep up 
the swift pace of city life. They, too, have fallen among 
the thieves of greed, poor housing, inadequate income and 
have been left physically and spiritually broken. 


An Alibi or an Opportuinty 

What is our attitude toward these modern victims? 
Is there anything familiar about arguments we imagined 
the priest and the Levite used? “None of my affair.” 
“There ought to be a law.” “Why doesn’t the govern- 
ment take care of these people?” “At any rate it’s some- 
one else’s job;*not mine.” 

We have our social agencies to look after the un- 
fortunate, the hospitals to care for the sick and injured, 
our housing associations and recreation centers and 
Homes for Crippled and Disabled. So we make our 
alibis, and pass by on the other side. 


Trouble Next Door 

But it isn’t as simple as that. These people are our 
neighbors and the commandment is “Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” The topic is “Trouble Next Door.” That 
brings it home to us. It is often as close as that. Modern 
tragedies are happening all around us. We are blind if 
we don’t see them. 

Here’s a young girl, not very attractive in appear- 
ance. Her father doesn’t make much at the work he 
does. He is often without employment. Her mother 
does housework when she can get it. Life has always 
been like that in this family. The young girl goes to 
school. She doesn’t have many clothes and what she 
has are of cheap quality. Her class-mates see her but 
pass her by. She isn’t popular. She has no friends. She 
is lonely. She longs for the better things, an attractive 
home life, nice friends. But no one looks at her. Then 
one morning she is missing and after two days her body 
is found lying along the river bank. Too bad! She 
shouldn’t have done that! Maybe her class in school 
sends a floral piece for the funeral. And she is forgotten. 
Forgotten by the very class-mates who passed her by, 
taking the wrong side of the road. 

Here’s a young man down the street who get’s into 
trouble with the law. He has tried hard to get himself a 
job but they all told him he lacked experience. No one 
would give him the chance he wanted. So he became dis- 
couraged. What was the use anyway? He could get 
money the way the gang got it. But he was caught. No 
one had thought it worthwhile to interest himself in 
the young man. Church people had passed him by—on 
the wrong. side of the road. 

We are letting opportunities like these slip by us 
every day. It is so easy to be too busy with one’s. own 
life and appointments. 


Modern Good Samaritans 
Of course we have them, more of them than we 
sometimes think. They don’t go about parading the fact. 
I think they have four characteristics. 
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1. They have a heart. That is to say they have 
sympathy for others. They aren’t always thinking of 
their own comforts and pleasures. 


2. They have an outward look. They can discern 
trouble when they see it because of their sympathy. But 
they are not going about with long faces looking for it. 


3. They have a ready will. They are eager to be of 
service to their neighbors and somehow always manage 
to have time and ability. 


4. They have a reverence for personality. They 
see God in the lives of the poorest and most unattractive 
of their fellowmen. 


True neighborliness is a matter of love in the heart. 
The service may be a small or a large one but if the 
spirit of service is present and a love of others for 
Christ’s sake, even a cup of cold water may become a 
holy thing. 

Discussion Qeustions 

How many social evils which victimize people can 
you list? 

Has the Christian Church a duty to solve Social 
Problems? 

What individual responsibility does the Christian 
have to his neighbor? 

Why should not the Church leave Social Service to 
private or public social agencies? 


Suggested Reading 


“The Trouble I’ve Seen’—Martha Gellhorn. Wm. Morrow Co., 1936 

“The Art of Helping People Out of Trouble’—Carl De Schweinitz 

Pamphlets: ‘‘A Call to Adventure’’—‘‘Saved to Serve.’’ Published by 
the Inner Mission Board, 39 East 35th Street, New York City 


November 14, 1937 
25th Sunday after Trinity 


STRANGE BLOODS 
Acts 17:24-28 


(By Rev. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
Inner Mission Board, U. L. C. A.) 


Suggested Program 


Hymn: “Christ For the World We Sing” 
Psalm No. 2 

Prayer ; 

Scripture Reading: Acts 17 :22-31 

Hymn: “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 
Presentation of Topic 

Discussion Period 

Offering Sade 
Announcements. Including next week’s Topic 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Mizpah Benediction 


The second topic in the general theme of Social 
Ethics directs us to the right attitude and action toward 
peoples of other race and color. The Scripture basis for 
the topic, from Paul’s Address on Mars Hill, emphasizes 
that there are not many races, but one. God “hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell upon the 
face of the earth.’ One modern translator says, “All 
nations He (God) has created from a common origin.” 


Why, then, speak of “strange” bloods? Why do 
“white” people feel themselves so superior to the brown, 
or yellow, or red races?) Why speak of Jew, or Hungar- 
ian, or Italian, or Greek as “foreigners?” We are all of 
common origin; we all belong to the family of God. 
These words are easy to say in Church as Christians, 
but do we really believe them? Can we ever get over 
our race prejudice? Perhaps we can if we remind our- 
selves often enough of the un-Christian and senseless 
folly of it all. 
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them as represented in the Birth of Christ, but their 
obligation to show their love to others. Discussion 
questions: 1. Ought we to give gifts on Christmas 
to those who do not need them? 2. How far has 
commercialization spoiled Christmas? 3. Which is 
worth more, the value of a gift or the spirit in which 
it is given? 4. Is Christmas an appropriate time to 
give to the Church? 5. Is there any value in cele- 
bration of Christmas by those who do not love Christ? 
Debate: Resolved that the general observance of 
Christmas as it will be celebrated in 1927 does more 
harm than good. 
Topic 

John 3:16 is the Christmas story, indeed 
the whole Gospel in one verse. Let us re- 
cite it together. 

Christmas is a love gift from God. Just 
as the gifts we receive will tell us much of 
the way in which our friends think of us, so 
The Gift of Gifts tells us how God thinks of 
us. Our Little Gospel offers several answers 
to questions we might ask about God’s love. 
In these answers we will also discover qual- 
ities our love should have toward others. 

How much does God love us? Some cynic 
has said: “We are unnoticed units in the 
vast missions of the universe. I question 
the value of life.” Christmas says that God 
noticed us so particularly that ““He sent His 
Son.” Mothers and fathers understand this 
perfectly. To give a son to the country in 
war time is to go the limit of patriotism. 
The measure of God’s love to us is Jesus. 

How inclusive is His love? Jesus did not 
even recognize racial lives in His love. “God 
so loved the world.” If a born Jew could 
reach out the hand of friendship to a 
Samaritan, there is no other limit greater. 
_ And the world is full of sinners. The love 
‘of Jesus even sought the greedy heart of 
Judas. One who could suffer Judas in His 
daily circle of companionship, would have a 
place in His heart for the lowest of the low. 
Our love must be as limitless. 

How specialized is His love? “Whosoever” 
is a great word. You may call it a blank 
in the verse for the supplying of your name. 
Pierson tells of a missionary in Tahiti who 
had been preaching of God’s love. A black 
answered “God’s love is very nice, but for 
white folks, not for black.” Of course he 
was wrong. The selection of God’s love de- 
pends on our answer. He is not arbitrary in 
choosing His friends. He offers friendship 
to all. 

What is the promise of His love? “Shall 
not perish” that is negative, “have everlast- 
ing life,” that is divinely positive, Christmas 


reminds a perishing world that God is love - 


and that in His love there is a way of salva- 
tion. By the side of that Christmas gift, 
our little gifts seem so futile. We think 
of Easter as the day promising “Everlast- 
ing Life.” Christmas as well makes the 
promise. A baby is the symbol of life, of 
the continuity of life. If there is room in 
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our hearts for the Babe of Bethlehem, we 
have the abundant life, the unending life. 

In a way, though a lesser way, all this 
which God has done for us, we can do for 
others. The kindness of God is a call for us 
to be kind to others. We can not save 
others, but we can love them and bring 
them to a God who can save them. To this 
service let us dedicate ourselves, not for 
one day in the year, but for life. 


December 25, 1927 
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 
SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS 
A special program should be arranged for the 
Christmas meeting. Some Leagues will combine 
their programs with the juniors and intermediates. 
Space is not allowed in the LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
for a full Christmas program. Our Church boards 
offer many programs and pageants which are easy 
for presentation. ‘When the Christmas Star Shone, 
price $.05, published by the General Literature 
Committee is a Christmas pageant which carries a 

missionary message. :. 

WHat Doers CHRISTMAS MEAN TO THE 

WorLp? 
John 3:16; Luke 2:8-11 

Both passages in the Bible readings em- 
phasize the missionary message in the 
Christmas story. The real meaning of 
Christmas is in danger of being lost in the 
round of Christmas festivities. To many 
people Christmas morning apparently meant 
nothing more than, “What did Santa Claus 
bring you?” To the Juniors Christmas 
means dolls and tops and candy and nuts, to 
the Intermediates, games and books and per- 
fume and various other packages tied with 
red and green. To the Seniors Christmas 
means two weeks at home from college—the 
two weeks crowded with parties and recep- 
tions and a general good time. 

To many thousands of people, Christmas 
means nothing. Christmas Day comes and 
goes and has no special meaning for the 
many people who have not heard the real 
Christmas story. In order that we may not 
be selfish with the Christmas message, it 
will be well to put some parenthetical ex- 
pressions into the reading of the scripture 
lessons. 


John 3:16 
For God so loved—(not only me, not only 
the people of my town, or of my state or of 
my country, but the)—world that He gave 
His only begotten Son—(not that some that 
believe in Him but that)—whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him shall have everlasting life. 
This makes the answer to “what does Christ- 
mas mean to the world?” very plain. God’s 
gift was to the world and the world should 
be sharing in Christmas joys. ‘ 
Luke 2:10 
We have known Chistmas joys all of our 
lives. We have heard many times the 
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angel’s message of that first Christmas morn- 
ing: “For, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy,” and real joy has come to us 
from this Christmas message. Our hearts 
have been made glad as we have sung and 
heard sung our Christmas carols. We 
have given and received presents and found 
as much joy in giving as in receiving. But 
we are in danger of hearing only part of 
the angel’s message. The Angel’s song did 
not end with “good tidings of great joy.” 
If it did, we might be justified in appropri- 
ating for ourselves the Christmas message. 
“Which shall be to all people,” the angel 
sang. This then is what Christmas means 
to the World. The “good tidings of great 
joy’’—shall be to all peoples. 


THE MEANING IN SONG 


A Christmas song, which we often sing, 
‘answers the question, ‘What does Christ- 
‘mas mean to the world?” 

— “Joy to the world, the Lord has come 
Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing.” 

When we consider the thousands who have 
no Christmas joy and the thousands who do 
not receive their King we may feel that in 
order to be truthful we should sing, 

Joy to ourselves, the Lord has come, 
Let ws receive our King 

Let our own hearts prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing. 

When we made our Christmas lists, we 
found that there were many people to whom 
we wanted to give presents. The idea’ of 
giving presents on Christmas is a lovely idea 
and we do not want to abandon it. The 

privilege of giving joy to our friends is a 
blessed privilege and we are glad that this 
privilege has been given to us. Our hearts 
are full of the joy about which the angel 
sane. But there must be sadness when we 
think of the vast throngs of people who are 
not having this Christmas joy which should 
be theirs, according to the songs of the 
angel. 
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Our Christmas would be made even more 
joyful if we could know that we had helped 
even one person to hear the message. 


PLANS FOR THE NEXT CHRISTMAS 


It is not too early to begin to plan for 
next Christmas—a book for father, a scarf 
for mother, a doll for little sister, the Christ- 
mas message sent to some one who has not 
known it. We can wait almost twelve 
months to select the book, the scarf and the 
doll; but the gift which will send the Christ- 
mas message must be sent promptly. A 
Christmas offering for missions made at this 
Christmas season may mean that by next 
Christmas the good tidings of great joy has 
found a place in the hearts of some who to- 
day have never heard the Christmas mes- 
sage of the angel. “For behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people.” 

“Are you willing to stoop down and con- 
sider the needs and the desires of little 


children; to remember the weakness and . 


loneliness of people who are growing old; 
to stop asking how much your friends love 
you, and ask whether you love them enough; 
to bear in mind the things that other people 
have to bear in their hearts; to try to un- 
derstand what those who live in the same 
house with you really want, without waiting 
for them to tell you; to trim your lamp so 
that it will give more light and less smoke, 
and to carry it in front so that your shadow 
will fall behind you; to make a grave for 
your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your 
kindly feelings, with the gate open—are you 
willing to do these things even for a day?— 
Then you can keep Christmas. 

“Are you willing to believe that love is 
the strongest thing in the world—stronger 
than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than 
death, and that the blessed life which began 
in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years ago is 
the image and brightness of the Eternal 
Love? Then you can keep Christmas. 

“And if you keep it a day, why not al- 
ways?”—Henry Van Dyke. 


~ Intermediate 


Department 


December 4, 1927 
HELPING OTHERS TO HAVE A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Acts 3:1-8 

It is unthinkable to enjoy a merry Chirst- 
mas alone. That would have been a lonely 
Christmas for the mother of Jesus had not 
the shepherds and the wise men come to 


share in her joy. Christmas today, as then, 
is the occasion of getting together in 
churches for worship; in homes for reunions 
and among friends for friendship sake. To 
have a merry Christmas is meant sharing 
our joy with others. 

Let us see how God lent his help to 
others. 


. 
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lost heart. For Joe had a long way to go from his back- 
ground upward to self-respect. He had to learn that his 
suspicion that he was weak-minded, like his mother, was 
unfounded. Then he had to learn that criminals weren’t 
respected. He had to master his father’s craving for 
drink. He learned all of these lessons and more. He for- 
sook stealing. He became honest, faithfully returning 
every cent his parole officer loaned him. And finally he 
won out. Failing in his eager ambition to become a 
“cop” he did become a dominant influence with other 
delinquent boys who had jumped their parole. Joe had 
a way of persuading these boys to return and report to 
their probation officer. The last of the story finds Joe 
back in his old haunts. But now people came to him for 
advice. His father brought people to introduce them. 
His kid sister sought his advice on buying a fruit stand. 
An old neighbor wanted to know if Joe thought a certain 
young man a fit husband for his daughter. Joe had al- 
ways wanted people to like him. His probation officer 
was satisfied. He had led Joe to self-respect. He had 
helped him to the good life. 


Jim was an entirely different type. He was good to 
his mother, deserted as she was by a drunked husband. 
Jim went to school and was an honor pupil. He longed 
for the time to come when he could get a job and tell his 
mother she didn’t need to go out scrubbing any longer. 
He would support her. 


But one day a school-mate insulted Jim. He taunted 
him about his drunken father. Jim was deeply hurt. He 
refused to go to school. He became a delinquent, living 
by, stealing until he was caught and given a reformatory 
term. Homesick and heart-sick he planned an escape. 
A guard stood in his way and Jim killed him with a 
piece of iron pipe. Now Jim was a murderer and was 
given a term of twenty years to life in the State Phison. 


He’d never had a chance. He was one of the minor- 
ity. No one made an effort, because no one thought it 
worthwhile to respect the personality of a boy whose 
father was a deserter. The juvenile court judge, the 
Church, his teachers, society in general, never made an 
effort on his behalf. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


A minority is a lesser group. It may be in 
numbers, as in voting. It may be in influence, 
though greater in number, as oppressed classes— 
slaves. Children are all minors and constitute the 
largest minority group in any community. It is 
well to keep in mind that Christians are a minor- 
ity in America. 

We ought to consider minorities from two 
sides—when we are of the minority and when we 
are of the majority. 

When we are of the minority there are certain 
duties as well as rights which we have. Nearly all 
progress arises from minorities—sometimes from 
an individual. At first the idea is held by only a 
few. By being faithful to it and making it clear to 
others, more are won to the same idea and after 
a while if it is worthy, it becomes a dominant idea 
and we find ourselves in the majority. We must 
grow and the idea must grow. Growth is always 
gradually and usually uneven. Forced growth leads 
only to apparent success and soon collapses like 
forced blooms in Easter plants In the minority 
then, we never give up our ideas even though for 
a time, we conform to the majority, but we do not 
try to put them over by force or violence. That is 
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what has been the trouble with some of our labor 
movements. That is the peril of most reforms. We 
are in too big a hurry, impatient and violent. 

God’s people are always a minority in the 
world. We have to give patient testimony to our ~ 
faith. We may have to die for it. We must al- 
ways teach it but we must never persecute others 
or seek to compel their faith. 

When we are of the majority, we have grave 
responsibilities. We must not only be faithful to 
our ideas and keep them high, but we must respect 
the rights and ideas of the minorities with whom 
we live. They may be right. Neither numbers nor 
power guarantees right. Often the majority is 
wrong and has to repent. Majorities tend to be- 
come self-satisfied and grow lazy. The victory 
seems to be won. Those in the minority are men 
and women as we are—souls given of God and re- 
sponsible to Him. ‘We must not coerce them ex- 
cept for the preservation of order if they should 
become violent in support of their positions. Steady 
examination of each other’s positions, willingness 
to learn and kindness in difference are the stand- 
ards to govern the action of minorities and all con- 
cerned. 


The Sin Against Children 

Stories like Jim’s—true stories—can be repeated 
without end. The curse of unemployment is responsible 
for some of them. Drunkenness and broken homes are 
the cause of others. We are often too ready to dismiss 
these social evils lightly and fail to see their consequences. 
We are prone to think that the people to whom these 
tragic events happen do not matter. They are in the 
minority. Apparently we feel the same way about Child 
Labor. Someone has said, “As long as we have child 
labor we will have child crime,” and crimes against 
children. The Child Labor Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion is almost defeated. Even its backers have given up 
hope for it now. Children are in the minority! Society 
with all its education and culture cannot seem to over- 
come the greed which kills, in state after state, the 
rights of children to the free development of their per- 
sonalities. “We insult the poor.” 


The Program of an Enlightened Conscience 

The only hope for our modern civilization is the 
enlightened conscience of the followers of Christ, who 
will heed His word and be led by His Spirit. The task 
for the Church of our day and for the future is to arouse 
the conscience of men to a reverence for the fully de- 
veloped personality of every man, rich or poor, child, 
adult and the aged. No governmental provision for social 
security can be sufficient. Good as far as it goes, it does 
not go far enough. The government can and should pro- 
vide economic security, but “man does not live by bread 
alone.” He has an eternal spirit. He will never be 
satisfied until he attains spiritual security, which only 
the Saviour can give. His Church must assume the 
glorious task of giving what He came to give—life to 
man and that more abundantly. This is the task of the 


Church’s Ministry of Mercy which we call the Inner | 


Mission, 
Alleviation and Prevention 
We are wrong when we think of the Inner Mission 
task as only that of alleviating suffering and caring for 
the poor. The Inner Mission must be far more than 
this, if it is to fulfill its Christ-given task. It must not 
only rescue people overcome by the floods of sin and 
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misery. It must also prevent those floods from engulfing 
human lives. It must start with children and see to it 
that safe-guards are set up which will prevent the 
miseries of life from dragging down their souls. It must 
not only repair broken homes but must train young men 
and young women for marriage and home-making that 
will prevent the breakdown of family life. It must not 
only comfort and relieve aged people, but it must give 
them the spiritual power to enrich their lives for their 
sunset days. 


Minorities are still made up of human personalities. 
We must have grace and power enough to bring them 
into the abundant life. 


Discussion 

What can Leaguers do to safeguard the lives of 
children? 

What minorities besides children and the poor can 
you mention in our modern age? 

Review the last three lessons on Social Ethics and 
evaluate them in terms of Christian life. 

‘What part do Leadership Training Courses and 
Luther League Study Courses play in giving the Church’s 
youth a social vision? What about Life Service? 


Reference Material 


Visits to Children’s Homes and other Lutheran Church institu- 
tions and agencies are suggested as evidence of what the Church is 
doing for Minorities. 

Also write your nearest Inner Mission Organizations for story 
material to use in presenting the topic. 


November 28, 1937 
First Sunday in Advent 


MISSIONS IN MANY TONGUES 
Acts 2 :5-12 


(By Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, Junior Secretary) 

(A presentation of work among people of other nationalities in 
our own land and how our Church preaches in many languages in 
our own country.) 4 

Materials 


Material as given here and in Topics Booklet, also Booklet “Oh, 
Christ, For Thine Own Glory and for Our Country’s eal,” issued 
by the Board of American Missions, 39 E. 35th Street, New York 
City. Contains a wealth of material. Perhaps your Pastor has a 
copy. 

Leaflets: “The Story of Slovak Susan,” 3 cents; “Eight Facts on 
Slovak Missions;” ‘Ten Facts on Italian Missions;” ‘Facts on 
German Missions, free; from Education Department, Women’s 
Missionary Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Hymns: “Lead On, O King Eternal’ 

“Hasten, Lord, the Glorious Time” 
“America, the Beautiful’ 


Procedure 


‘ Have this meeting in charge of the Missionary Committee and 
have as leader some one enthusiastic and interested in the matter of 
helping the work of spreading the Gospel to every one in his own 
tongue. ; 

ia with a_ short, pointed worship service. Follow with _the 
presentation of the work as given, and follow with discussion. 
Intersperse with hymns. Follow with the leaflets: Pictures painted 
by Italians; of Muhlenberg and Luther; of scenes in Germany, the 
Holy Land, Central Europe from which these people come; flags 
of the mations represented will lend atmosphere; Gospels and 
Testaments from American Bible Society in languages mentioned, 
may be exhibited. ; 

If possible, a unique feature may be added by having several 
folks of these lands perhaps in native costume, present the contribu- 
tions which these races have made to our life and culture. The 
Y. M. C. A. in large cities will cooperate in arranging such a pro- 
gram, Keep in mind, however, the main purpose of the meeting: 
To show the need of these people for the Gospel, and what our 
Church is doing in this country to preach the Gospel in many 


tongues. a 
Worship 


Read Acts 2.5-12. One of the thrilling stories in our Bible is 
that of the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out 
on that little group of believers and power was given unto them. 
One of the significant things about the whole unique event was the 
fact that ‘every man heard them speak in his own language. 

Would that today every one might hear in their own tongue. 
Hymn: ‘“‘‘Hasten, Lord, the Glorious Time : 
Prayer: For the spread of the. Gospel-in» our lands, especially to 

those folks who have come here from other shores. ° 
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The Topic 
America is one of the greatest opportunities the 
Church has ever had! It seems trite to say this, but it 
remains true! Added to the established Churches are 
the opportunities to give the Gospel to the household 
of faith who have come to us from other shores. The 
“fields are white unto the harvest.” 


The motto of Muhlenberg, “Ecclesia Plantanda’— 
“the Church must be planted”’—holds good as much in 
our day as it did in his. Coming to a foreign shore he 
went about establishing the Church and laying the founda- 
tions for the spiritual blessings we enjoy. : 


But what about those who come today to our shores? 
The first settlers all practically came for religious free- 
dom and the establishment of a Church of their own faith 
was their first consideration. 


Later on those who joined in the great mass move- 
ment which brought countless numbers to our shores 
came largely for economic and financial reasons. 


But the Lutheran emigrant does not forget his 
Church, and deep in the heart of all Slovak, German, 
Hungarian, is the yearning to hear the Gospel in his own 
tongue and particularly to join in the service with which 
he is familiar and which is dear to his heart. 


The great agency of our United Lutheran Church 
working among these people is our Board of American 
Missions. They have a tremendous task in the work of 
extending our Church into new territory, of caring for 
rural sections, of entering new fields of labor with the 
Church; added to this is their ministry to the various 
types of people who come here every year and have been 
coming for years in such numbers that they form a chal- 
lenging and great opportunity. 

Where are these people? What is the Church doing 
for them? How can we help? 

German Missions. Today there are in the United 
States and Canada (not counting the great German col- 
onies in South America) more than 600,000 Germans, 
baptized Lutherans, who are without Church connection. 
A challenge, the answer to which are missionaries and 
preachers able to use the German language. 

Canada presents the most compelling challenge in 
this field. In Manitoba, one-third the size of the United 
States, are 100,000 un-Churched Lutherans, not indiffer- 
ent, but hungering and thirsting for the Gospel. Here 
amid rigors of winters, which reach 30 below, serving 
five, ten, preaching points, heroic missionaries are labor- 
ing for $600 a year. Churches are started in the wilder- 
ness, in log camps, in cabins, in shacks, wherever pos- 
sible. These German-speaking people are largely in 
rural sections. 

The Board of American Missions has 139 German 
preaching points in Canada and in Texas, Nebraska, 
Pennsylvania and New York. 

The Siebenbuergers are German-speaking people 
driven by oppression to the eastern outposts of civiliza- 
tion in Europe and battled against by Hun, Turk and 
Tartar. Emigration brought them to Pennsylvania and 
Ohio and our Board is helping them maintain a Church 
life. 

The Slovak. The Slovaks, one of the oldest European 
races, come from territory northwest and southeast of 
Hungary. They came to America largely for economic 


Page Twenty-six 


reasons and settled in the coal regions and industrial 
centers. Because of complex language situation, lack of 
workers and changing population, work is difficult, but 
the harvest will come in due season. 

Most of the congregations are members of the 
Slovak Zion Synod and 16,000 of the 120,000 Slovak 
Lutherans in the United States are enrolled. 

One of the romantic and heroic figures in this work 
was Dr. Adam Ramer, who studied to minister to these 
people, traveled over nine hundred thousand miles in 
attempting to reach them, and left a shining example of 
service and heroism. 

Seven Slovak students are now preparing for the 
ministry. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


The story of “Missions In Many Tongues,” is 
essentially one of the translations of the Bible into 
many different languages. An amazing fact is the 
ability, finally, of finding words to express the 
Gospel truth in any language or of coining them 
for the same purpose. 

That Bible translation is the key to missionary 
endeavor is shown by the different courses pur- 
sued by Francis Xavier and Bartholomew Ziegen- 
balg. The former, though Roman Catholic, was 
a missionary most excellent but his work in the 
Orient failed to be permanent because he failed 
to translate the Word into the language of his 
converts. Ziegenbalg, however, pursued the oppo- 
site course in India and even translated Luther’s 
Catechism with the result that the foundation was 
solidly laid. Lutheran missionary work in India 
shows the sequel. 

The Watchman Examiner in an article, “The 
Bible in Missionary Enterprise,” relates the prob- 
lem of coining words. Missionary William Carey 
could not find any word or phrase in Begali to ex- 
press messages such as “For God so loved the 
world’ and ‘Repent ye.” Imagine the loss to 
missionary effort if such fundamental truths were 
non-transmissible. 

Jonathan Goble is the translator’s name who 
largely gave the first translations of the Gospels to 
Japan and was compelled to overcome a fearful 
prejudice to the very Word of God. 

Dr. Edwin W. Smith in his “The Historical 
Catalogue of Printed Bibles,” contains the names 
of five thousand men and women who translated, 
revised, or edited versions of Scripture. Most of 
these were foreigners as far as the country in 
which translations were made, most frequently 
missionaries but occasionally government officials, 
but after a time educated and spiritually-minded 
native Christians, engaged in the same task. From 
these latter Dr. Smith infers greater versions will 
appear. In 1800 there were 71 translations and late 
figures record 954 now in existence, 

Bible translation goes on apace partly because 
of Bible Societies. Most of the translations in re- 
cent years have resulted from the promotion by 
these societies. Therefore, as a Luther Leaguer 
you are interested in the American Bible Society 
whose annual Sunday comes the first in December. 
Annually it uses nearly a million dollars of which 
about one-tenth comes from Christian denomina- 
tions, including the $2,365 given by the United 
Lutheran Church. This Church budgets one-fourth 
of one cent of its benevolence offerings for this 
Society. 


Magyar-Wendish Missions. These people, Hungar- 
ians commonly known, come also from Central Europe. 
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We have a few fine Hungarian Churches. The 
Slovak Protestants are all Lutheran, but the Magyars 
are divided between the Calvinists and the Lutherans 
and as the Reformed Church has larger resources, they 
have profited and fully 10,000 Lutheran Magyars may be 
found in Reformed Churches. 

The pressing need is pastors. There should be more 
studying and more support of the work. 

Letts, Lithuanians, Estonians come from that Cen- 
tral Europe battle-ground which makes nations prey of 
other foes, and were in turn property of Russia, Poland, 
and Germany. They are now republics. 

There are scattered colonies in Manitoba and three 
cities in United States, and New York City with 5,000 
has appealed for a pastor. 

Prospects for work among these people should be 
developed. 

Finns come to us from northern Scandinavia and 
Russia. Suomi is their native tongue. They are industri- 
ous, faithful and intensely patriotic. Since 1918 many 
thousands have come to America settling in Canada 
largely. Today more than 300,000 Finns present one of 
our greatest challenges. More ministers are needed, 
more funds to carry on work. 

Italian. Quite a different problem is presented by 
the Italian immigrant. Only one percent of Italy’s popu- 
lation is Protestant, but the great mass of un-Churched 
Italians beyond reach of Roman Church is a danger and 
a great problem which must be met. In one ten-year 
period two million poured into the United States. 

Our United Lutheran Church in America has today 
three stations: Philadelphia, Erie and New York. City. 

Again the same story must be told: Lack of funds 
causes curtailment of the work. 

Jewish. Still a different problem is the Jew. The 
Church misses a great opportunity when it passes the 
Jews. Four million in large cities—one-fourth of the 
Jewish population of the world in the United States— 
the preaching of the Gospel to ‘those who first had God’s 
Word is an obligation. 

We have four stations: 
Baltimore and Toledo. 

Spanish Missions. One of the bright spots in the 
work of the Board of American Missions is our Spanish 
work, 

Puerto Rico, “the land of unending summer,” pre- 
sents one of our greatest opportunities. Here, centering 
around San Juan, we have 8 ordained pastors assisted 
by 8 unordained workers serving 16 congregations, with 
property valued at $150,000 and annual expenditure of 
$25,000. : 

Here are ministered to, the poverty-stricken and 
needy masses of the people steeped in traditions, uned- 
ucated. An exceptional supervisor of the educational 
work—training teachers, supervising kindergartens, super- 
intending the Light Brigades and Junior Luther Leagues 
—has done exceptional work. A registered nurse, minis- 
tering to the sick and needy, supervising relief, distribut- 
ing food, has proved a heroine in time of calamity and 
a veritable angel of mercy. 

The Challenge. Are there such folks in our neigh- 
borhood? Can we help to bring the Gospel to these 
people? In what way? What can we, as individuals, do 
to help the work of the Board of American Missions? 
As a Luther League? 


Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
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Intermediate Topics For November 


- November 7, 1937 
GETTING OFF THE TRACK 
Luke 15:11 16 
Introduction 

In order to impress upon our minds the importance 
of a track in connection with the safe and sure operation 
of things, supposing we employ several well-known in- 
stances where a track, or something similar, is a neces- 
sary and absolute medium of control. 

1. Let us first take into consideration a railroad 
track. All of us have seen railroad tracks, as well as 
trains operating on them. And those of us who have 
travelled in trains appreciate the fact that tracks control 
the course of the trains. If trains were operated like auto- 
mobiles, there would be few to ride in them. Without 
argument we all agree that tracks are absolutely essential 
to operating trains. In fact, without tracks there would 
be no railroads. 

2. Next let us consider the race track, be it one that 
men, horses or automobiles run on. Without such tracks 
how could a race of any kind be controlled? In short 
runs on a cinder track, like the 100-yard dash, there are 
even lanes in which the runners must stay, otherwise 
they are ruled out if they trespass on another’s lane. 

3. Highways for automobile traffic are tracks, so 
to speak, ofttimes with white stripes running through the 
center or numerous stripes at dangerous points for the 
purpose of controlling the movement of cars. 

4. There are also lanes for ships, lanes for aero- 
planes, lanes for pedestrians—all of which are intended 
to safeguard human life and speed up travel. 


Let Us Ask Ourselves a Few Questions 
What are tracks meant for? 
What causes a train to jump the track? 
What happens when a train jumps the track? 
What happens when a runner gets out of his 

lane? 

5. Why must trains slow down on curves? 

6. Why is it unlawful to pass another car on a 

curve or hill? 
Tieing Up the Above with Our Topic 

In our introductory study we should have arrived 
at two definite conclusions, namely: that tracks are 
essential and that when objects get off the track dis- 
aster results. Now let us keep those two conclusions in 
our minds as we think of “tracks” in terms of controlling 
persons. 


te) INS) 


What IS The Track? 

What is the track that controls humans in their in- 
dividual habits, their conduct toward others and their 
relationship to God? Well, there’s a thousand and one 
answers to that question, depending on the persons giving 
it. For instance, Stalin of Russia, would give one 
answer; Hitler, of Germany, another; Mussolini of Italy, 
still another; and President Roosevelt, of America, one 
quite different from the other three national leaders. 
But, what is your answer to the question? (At this point 
let the leader ask several members for their answers to 
this question.) 

Now that we’ve had a free-for-all question bee, let 
us ask: ourselves the question, “Whom do we follow?” 
Being Christian youth we naturally reply, “We follow 


’ 


Jesus.” That being the case the track, so to speak, that 
controls us is Jesus. Since Jesus revealed to us the 
heavenly Father, we likewise conclude that we follow 
God, the Father, through Jesus Christ, His Son. Now 
let us go to the Scripture lesson for the topic under 
study. Here we find that the father of the two boys, as 
well as the father’s influence, his home, his money and 
everything he provided for them, constituted the track 
the two boys ran on. Without their father’s help these 
two boys would probably never have enjoyed so many 
comforts and advantages. Left to themselves, as the 
one son proved out later, the boys might have had a 
trackless existence. In their tender years they needed a 
track to run on, likewise later in life as well. 

In the same measure that these two boys needed 
their father as a track to control them, so we need our 
heavenly Father. We need a Way of Life. Jesus is 
that Way. We need a chart that sort of “lanes” out for 
us the direction we should go. That chart is the Bible. 
Travelling to and fro in our social, work-a-day and re- 
ligious life is like a great net-work of tracks, such as 
one sees at terminal points along the railroad, with 
switches, cut-overs, dead-ends, etc. Without knowledge, 
skill and machinery trains would smash up at such term- 
inals. That is prevented by men at the controls, both on 
the trains and in the switch houses. In the same fashion 
we humans are safely guided along the right track when 
we let God have charge of the switch room. 


What Gets Us Off The Track? 

The Prodigal Son got off the track. How? Being 
of age he no longer trusted his father to manage for 
him. Maybe, too, he wanted to be independent and so he 
decided to go it alone. May it be said here that money 
gets people off the track faster than any one other thing. 
And that means either a lack of money or too much 
money. The Prodigal Son got his money honestly, but 
it led him into an evil life; whereas because of the lack 
of money many people steal, murder and commit all 
manner of crimes to get it. 

In the next place the Prodigal Son left home and 
went’ into a far country. That act got him further off 
the track. A good home is the best insurance a boy or 
girl has of keeping on the right track. Millions of youth 
would be kept on the right track annually if they stayed 
at home. Our big cities are full of youth who have lost 
their way in life. 

In the third place the Prodigal Son wasted his money 
with riotous living. He chose out the more exciting 
forms of entertainment away from home than his father 
provided for him. The home is fast losing its charm and 
character-building influence for most youth these days. 
The fault is not altogether that of the youth. If parents 
stayed at home more and made home a rallying point 
for their children and their friends, the story would be 
different. 

Thus far we have shown how the Prodigal Son 
jumped the track at three points. Now let us ask our- 
selves the question, “What gets us off the track?” What 
is it? We can name the cause with one short word, 
namely: Sin. Surely the track laid for us by Jesus will 
never cause anyone to become wrecked; therefore, when 
we jump the track it is because of some faulty make-up 
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in out character. Hence, what gets us off the track? 
Well, we reply, one of a thousand evil tendencies that 
Sin breeds within our minds and hearts. You name 
some of them. 


What Does It Mean To Get Off The Track? 

What did it mean to the Prodigal Son? First, he 
began to be in want. Next he was compelled to do dirty 
’ work, His third suffering was hunger. And with it all 
he had no friends. What a price to pay in getting off the 
track! Compare his wreckage now with the joys and 
comforts and blessings of his father’s house. 

Before deciding to try any other way of living than 
that well-known to you through Christ Jesus, wouldn't 
it be better first to count the possible cost and loss? 


November 14, 1937 
CHRIST, THE WAY BACK 
Luke 15:17-24 
Introductory 

It was pointed out in last week’s study that Christ 
is the track we Christians run on. It was also agreed 
that getting off the track was no fault of the track, but 
alone the fault of our sinning. Today we study how to 
get back on the track. Did you ever see a wreck on the 
railroad caused by a train jumping the track? If you 
did, and stayed long enough to watch the “wrecking 
crew” at work replacing the cars and engine of the 
wrecked train you would have seen a large crane, or 
several of them, hoisting the derailed cars and engine 
back on the track. At first you would have vowed that 
it never could be done. Some of the cars you noticed 
were so badly damaged that they were further dismantled 
and placed on box cars and hauled away as junk. You 
saw many interesting sights as men and machinery 
worked to clear the tracks. But one thing you did not 
notice in the process of clearing away the wreckage of 
the derailed train. You never saw the track moved by 
workmen to accommodate the position of the derailed 
engine or cars. Always were the engine and cars put 
back on the track which they jumped, or else they were 
pushed off to the side to hasten the clearance of the 
track and permit passing of other trains. 


Christ, the Way: Back, Is Permanent 

Just as the track is not moved to accommodate the 
derailed cars, neither is Christ shifted about among the 
wreckage of humanity to accommodate this, that or the 
other person. Many sinful persons will tell you that they 
expect Christ to forgive them no matter how bad they 
are. Others say that just because God is love that he will 
out of the goodness of His divine heart call out the 
“wrecking crew” and put every sinful person back on 
their feet again in the great day of Judgment. All such 
nonseniscal thinking will amount to nothing for a great 
host of wilful sinners. Like the cars too badly damaged 
to be repaired or replaced on the track such persons 
will be pushed aside altogether useless to the Almighty. 

“Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and for- 
ever.’ We must be lifted back on Him. He came to us 
first and laid the Way for us to come after. Hence, at 
times, when we stray we must come back to Him. As 
the derailed train has its wrecking crew to place it back 
on the tracks again, so the derailed Christian has the 
Holy Spirit to lift him back on the right track. What 
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does the catechism say about the purpose and power of 
the Holy Spirit in replacing lost sinners? 


How The Prodigal Son Found His Way Back 

We used the case of the Prodigal Son in last week’s 
lesson to teach us what the circumstances were that led 
him off the track . Today’s Scripture is a continuation of 
last week’s, and how thankful we should be that the 
story did not end there. From that point to the end of 
the 24th verse we see how the Prodigal Son beat his 
way back to his father’s bosom as the Penitent Son. 
And it is in that one word “penitence,” which means 
deep sorrow for sin, that we find our way back to our 
heavenly Father. Anything short of repentence will 
prove short of winning forgiveness and mercy from God, 
the Father. 

Just as there were several steps the Prodigal took 
in getting off the track, so there were several he had to 
take to find his way back. What were those steps? 

1. In the very first verse of today’s lesson is re- 
corded two of those steps. The first step was taken when 
the Prodigal Son ‘‘came to himself.” There never would 
have been a way back for him had he remained satisfied 
to live among swine. All true repentance is preceded 
by a sincere dissatisfaction with the things that cause us 
to jump the track. The reason men continue to live in 
their filth is because they have lost all sense of clean- 
liness, or perhaps they never knew what it was to be 
clean. Fortunately for the Prodigal Son, he once had 
tasted of the good things of life, and when up against the 
bitter things “came to himself.” 


2. The second step was taken by the Prodigal Son 
when he remembered that the good things he once en- 
joyed, which were even now enjoyed by his father’s 
servants, might again be restored to him if he returned 
home. So we hear him say to himself, “How many 
hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger!” The most pathetic 
thing about people mired in sin is in their failure to want 
anything better, let alone see how that better life could 
be obtained for the seeking. 

3. The third step taken by the Prodigal Son when 
he determined to go back to his father with the confes- 
sion on his lips and in his heart, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son.” Here was complete penitence. It 
isn’t enough to be dissatisfied with sin, nor to know 
that you have a Friend in Jesus who cleanses from sin. 
Still a third requirement is necessary. That is the re- 
quirement the Prodigal Son finally met in returning to 
his father and confessing his sin. As it was for the 
Prodigal Son so it is for each and every one of us who 
get off the track. Jesus, the way back, is and only can be 
reached by the three steps mentioned above. 


The Wrecking Crew 

Above we said that a wrecking crew was needed to 
get a derailed train back on the tracks. A derailed train 
hasn’t the power of itself to get back on the tracks. 
Neither has the derailed sinner. He is powerless to do 
that alone. Oh, yes, he can help some, the same as did 
the Prodigal Son, but he needs a mighty lift to do it. I 
doubt very much if the Prodigal Son would have ever 
thought it worthwhile to go back home if his home had 
not promised him a better living than he was having 
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among the swine. It was his father’s goodness more than 
anything else that brought the son to his senses. To the 
same degree it is the love-of God, through the lifting 
power of His Spirit, that puts us back on the right track. 
Left alone to ourselves we will simply get mired deeper 
and deepen in our mistakes and sins. So, we need the 
“wrecking crew” to hoist us back on the track. 


Christ, The Way Back 

Notice that the Prodigal Son went right back to his 
father. He didn’t try to recover some of his lost position 
and money by seeking out his would-be-friends. They 
were his friends only so long as his money lasted. After 
that they wanted nothing to do with him, Any attempt 
on his part to coax them into loaning him a little money 
would have brought forth laughter and abuse and 
mockery from them. I doubt if they would even have 
given him a piece of bread to stave off starvation. And 
that is almost a true picture of life today. 

The way back to decency and self-respect is the 
whole way back—back to Jesus Christ, who understands 
and is loving toward the sinner and who forgives and 
lifts him back on his feet again. There is no such a 
thing as a half-way repentance. It must) be the whole 
way or nothing at all. Don’t fool yourself in thinking 
that there is another intercessor for you when you get 
off the track, save Jesus Christ, who stands at the right 
hand of God interceding; who Himself is known of 
God and who knows the penitent one. 


Conclusion 

Have you told a lie about somebody? Christ is the 
way back to be cleansed and forgiven of that lie. Use 
any other way out and you fail of victory over that lie. 

Have you taken, money that didn’t belong to you? 
Christ is the way back and the only way back to right 
that wrong. 

Have you failed to be kind and given a stone when 
you should have given bread? Christ is the way back to 
clean the slate. 


November 21, 1937 
LET US GIVE THANKS 
Psalm 118:23-25 
(By Rey. Paul C. White, Ph.D.) 

The whole world pauses for a moment to lift hearts 
of gratitude to God. We must think of the Heavenly 
Father, of His world, and of the gifts and good things 
which He gives us. All of our many blessings come 
to us from His hand. We would pause for a quiet 
moment to think of all these good things, and then say 
“thank you” for the many blessings which are ours. 

Think of God 

God is good. No one can fully understand the good- 
ness of God. Why He gives to His people so many 
wonderful things. His goodness is past understanding. 

God is just. God is a just God. He is close to them 
that love Him and do His will. He punishes those who 
disobey Him and wander from the fold. 

God is wise. He knows best what His children 
need. His wisdom is supreme for He has created, sus- 
tains, and continues to guide His world. 

God gave His Son. In the fulness of time God sent 
His only begotten Son “that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” Through 
Jesus we have come to know God as a loving Father. 
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God is love. The great command is to love God 
and to love mankind. God is love for His very being 
breathes a spirit of Jove upon the world. 

God is past understanding, yet is understood. Who 
can fully understand the ways of the Lord? He is past 
understanding and yet the smallest of children can under- 
stand Him. Someone has said, “If the seven seas were 
turned to ink, and a great tree became my pen, and the 
earth were turned to, paper, yet could not the glory of 
God be fully written.” It is true, that though God cannot 
be fully understood, yet a little child in a quiet moment 
of prayer can feel the nearness of God and know Him. 
He is past understanding and yet He can be understood. 

God is near. God is close to His children wherever 
they are. He would have us stay near to Him, to be 
with Him, and to share with Him. 


Think of His World 

The world is beautiful. God has given us a beautiful 
world in which to live. Study a flower, a tree, or a little 
bird and you will be amazed at its beauty in every detail. 
Look to the hills, into a dark, hidden cave, or gaze at the 
starry heavens and note how glorious is the handiwork 
of God. Truly we would think of the world as beautiful. 

The world is kind. God’s world may be kind to His 
children. There is fresh air to breathe, a warm fireside to 
make us comfortable, fathers and mothers to guide our 
steps, friends to share with us in our daily life, and all 
of the other good things that may come to us. Think of 
how kind the world may be. 

The world may be unkind. We must recognize that 
in the world, because of sin, there is suffering and sad- 
ness. There are those who would work, but there seems 
to be no work for them. There are those who would sit 
by the warm fireside, but there seems to be no fire for 
them. There are those who would love to hold a 
mother’s hand or sit at father’s knee, but there seems 
to be no father or mother for them. While one may see 
the kindness of the world, on the other hand no one must 
think that the world in unkind to some. 

The world needs you. Because the world has in it 
both good and evil, both the happy and the unhappy, 
both the just and the unjust, it needs us to share and to 
work. Think of the work that must be done if God’s 
world is to be beautiful and kind to all. 


Think of Mankind 

Created in God’s image. The highest note in God’s 
creation is mankind. For God breathed upon man and he 
became a living soul. God placed in man the ability to 
choose between good and evil. Because God gave man 
this ability he became the crown of creation. 

Think of friends. How sad we would be if we had 
no friends to share with us in our many joys and sorrows. 
A noble friend is one of the richest blessings that can 
come to mankind. Our friends are so dear to us that 
without knowing it, we become like them. God would 
have us think carefully of our friends. Think of others! 
How many need a kind word, a little gift, or a loving 
touch of the hand. God gives us the privilege of helping 
others in His world. Continue to think of others. 


Think of Gifts 
Think of Home. God has given us our fathers and 
mothers and all that home means to us. How glorious it 
is to know that at home we can be with our loved ones. 
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Think of food. God continues to give us those 
things that are necessary for bodily strength. Day by 
day we receive our food from His hand. 

Think of our bodies. We have strong and healthy 
bodies, arms, limbs, a sound mind and a sound body. 
God has given us our being. 

Think of the many, things He gives. He gives us 
the air which we breathe moment by moment. He gives 
us all that we possess and are. Our hearts overflow with 
love to God as we think of what He has given us. 


Thank God 

As we have thought of the many things that come 
to us day by day, true appreciation wells up in our 
hearts. We would turn to God and say, “Father, we 
thank Thee.” 

1. For our world. We would thank God for a 
world’ in which to live; one that is beautiful and kind. 
A world in which we may serve the Heavenly Father and 
help those who have not been blessed as we are. 

2. For our friends. We would thank God for as- 
sociates, for friends good and true, for the privilege that 
is ours of being in the presence of others day by day. 

3. For His gifts. For our homes, our parents, for 
food, and clothing, for strong bodies and for all the 
things which come to us from the hand of God we would 
say a prayer of thanksgiving. 


Thanksgiving 


For all things beautiful, and good, and true; 
For things that seemed not good yet turned to good; 
For all the sweet compulsions of Thy will 
That chastened, tried, and wrought us to Thy shape; 
For things unnumbered that we take of right, 
And value first when they are withheld; 
For light and air; sweet sense of sound and smell; 
For ears to hear the heavenly harmonies; 
For eyes to see the unseen in the seen; 
For vision of the Worker in the work; 
For hearts to apprehend Thee everywhere— 
We thank Thee, Lord. 
—John Oxenham 
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Serve Him Well 

We have thought of God and then we have breathed 
a prayer of thanksgiving to Him. The result of thinking 
and thanking must be in a new desire to serve. This 
means that we must become a good steward in His 
world. It means that we will desire to use all of the 
things which God has given us for the establishment of 
His Kingdom. 

1. Serve Him by proper use of your time. God has 
given to each of us a day filled with minutes and sec- 
onds. Use them for the proper cultivation of your lives 
and in loving service of mankind. God expects us to 
make good use of our time. . 

2. Serve Him by proper use of your talents. Some 
of us have gifts for teaching, others have gifts that lead 
them into the ministry of music. Still others can serve 
their Lord through the ministry of mercy. There are 
so many diversified talents that each of us needs to 
carefully think of the way in which we can best serve 
our Master. Use your talents in His service. 

3. Serve Him by proper use of gifts. If we really 
think of God and thank Him, we will want to use the 
many gifts which He showers upon us in His service. 
Week by week we should lay aside a portion of that 
which he has given us and dedicate it to His service. 
We serve Him well as we share these gifts with Him 
week by week. Thinking and thanking God, we will walk 
with Him day by day, knowing that He is our Heavenly 
Father and we are His children. 


November 28, 1937 
MISSIONS IN MANY TONGUES 


Acts 2:5-12 
_To Leader: For material on this topic please turn to Senior 
topic of same date and title. Also use the materials in the Quarterly 
Helps. 
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Junior Topics For November 


November brings us two topics in our series of ex- 
periences in the realm of the beautiful, when we are 
trying to enrich the Junior lives and give them new re- 
- ligious experiences through beautiful things. We shall 
learn of workers who give us beauty and of some beauti- 
ful lives in history. 

It also brings us Thanksgiving, a happy time with 
the Juniors, when we can stress lessons of thankfulness 
to the Heavenly Father. 

The month’s study is completed with the missionary 
topic, one on Peace, without which we cannot have real 
thanksgiving. 


November 7, 1937 
WORKERS WHO GIVE US BEAUTY 


(Use the material in the Junior Topics Booklet No. 5, “The Child 
and Beauty,” with this topic, particularly the paragraphs under 
“Workers Who Give Us Beauty.’’) 


Suggested Procedure 


Hymn 

Prayer 

Scripture—suggested by Junior 

Topic Material as given in Topics Booklet 

Topic Thoughts as given below 

Discussion: What can we do for those workers who are making 
beautiful things for us? How are they helping God’s work? 
How can we bring God closer to them? 

Closing Hymn and Prayer 


Topic Thoughts 

What stories can you find in our Bible of workers? 
Jesus made all labor and work beautiful and He con- 
stantly talked about the workers who were helping make 
the world a more beautiful place, in all His teachings. 

“A sower went forth.” Do you know that story? Is 
the farmer who gives us all the fruits of the fields creat- 
ing beauty? And is he serving God when he grows 
food for others? 

Did you ever go through a large market in the fall 
season when the fruits and the vegetables were so 
plentiful? Were they not beautiful? 

Did you ever have a Harvest Festival in your 
Church, when some of the best fruits of the harvest were 
brought to be sent to some home or hospital? 

We can learn many lessons from the farmer's toil— 
patience, contentment, willingness to do with little, the 
nobleness of hard toil, the beauty in the harvest, the 
great goodness of God in giving us a harvest year after 
year, 

What can we do for the farmer? Do all have a 
Church which they can easily reach? Some Junior 
Leagues are not close to big towns where they can get 
all their materials for Junior League. Sometimes all the 
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crops are a failure and the farmer has difficulties. What 
can city boys and girls and country Juniors exchange? 
Does this suggest some things you can do? 


Let us look at some other workers. Name some. 
Great writers, poets, musicians, all create beauty and 
serve God by doing well the thing they can do best. 


Other workers, those who go deep down into the 
mines for coal and precious ores, builders of large bridges, 
those who build and plan great railroads, our aviators 
who man our great airship lines, all create beauty of 
another kind and serve God by serving us—often in 
great danger and risking their lives that we might have 
these comforts. 


Builders create beauty. Magnificent Churches, fine 
buildings, are works of art and men who build them 
serve God. ‘We must remember that any honest labor is 
beautiful and any effort to do a task well is beauty. 


Who can find out about Sir Christopher Wren and 
what he did to create beauty? 


What Bible story tells us about building? It starts, 
“Two men builded a house,’ and is found in Matthew. 
How are you building? Junior boys and girls are build- 
ing more than a house; they are not just building some- 
thing beautiful, they are building a life. 


Can you name some great musicians? Poets? 
Painters? Can you think of some ordinary everyday 
workers who create beauty? Doesn’t every one who 
does his job in the very best way create some beauty? 

How can you create beauty? 


November 14, 1937 
BEAUTIFUL LIVES IN HISTORY 


(Use the material in the Teacher’s Manual under Unit 4, 
“Beauty” and the paragraphs in the Junior Topics Booklet No. 5, 
“The Child and Beauty.’’) 


Suggested Procedure 


Assign to the Juniors the week before the name of some one 
who has given service through beautiful deeds. Have the Juniors 
learn some facts and give these in the meeting, not giving the name, 
and let the rest of the Juniors guess who they represent. 


Assign Bible characters, historic persons and others who have 
served: Paul, Stephen, Washington, Lincoln, Clara Barton, Joan of 
Arc, Florence Nightingale, Jane Addams, Helen Keller, Jacob Riis, 
David Livingstone. 


Worship—Hymn Scripture, Prayer 
The Son of God Goes Forth to War’’ may be used. 

Thoughts from Topics Booklet 

Thoughts given below : 

Some heroes—given by the Juniors as suggested above. : 

Dramatizations of the story of some hero, selected by Juniors 

The Topics Booklet—“Bible Heroes” gives material which also can 
be used. 

Closing Prayer 


Topic Thoughts 

God wants us to live the very best kind of life we 
can and to serve Him by using every gift and talent we 
have in helping others and living beautiful lives. 

Can we sing “Take My Life and Let It Be?” If 
we use all we have and are for Him, we will live beauti- 
ful lives. 

People who live to serve God and forget themselves 
live beautiful lives that shine out in the world and by 
their example help others. 

A beautiful life may be one that just patiently bears 
trials and difficulties. Think of Helen Keller! Blind and 
dumb, she not only conquered herself and overcame 
despair and hopelessness, but she preaches the Gospel of 
cheerfulness and joy to others. 
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Beautiful lives mean sometimes sacrifice and hard- 
ship, even giving one’s life. Stephen, John Huss, Savana- 
rola, they: gave their lives for God’s truth. Can you tell 


their stories? (Assign Juniors to be ready to tell their 
stories.) 


Beautiful lives sometimes mean standing for the 
truth when every one seems to be working against the 
truth. Martin Luther was not afraid to stand for the 
right. Was his a beautiful life? 

Beautiful lives mean working for our Lord and sery- 
ing Him under all conditions. John Bunyan wrote “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” in prison. We must not be fair-weather 
Christians and serve Him only when things go well. 

Beautiful lives mean service. Nathan Hale said, “I 
only regret that I have but one life to give for my 
country.” And many of our great missionaries have 
been sorry that they could not give more than one life 
for the extending of Christ’s Kingdom. Livingstone in 
Africa, Wm. Carey in India, Robert Morrison in China, 
and hundreds of others of our early missionaries gave 
all they were to carry God’s Word to the dark places of 
the world. Did they live beautiful lives? 

Beautiful lives see needs and do something about it. 
Florence Nightingale saw the sick, wounded soldiers of 
the Crimean War and made nursing beautiful. Jane 
Addams saw the dirty, miserable tenements of Chicago 
and built Hull House. Clara Barton saw suffering and 
need and started the Red Cross. Jacob Riis saw the dark 
tenements of New York City and built playgrounds. 
Wilfred Grenfell went to Labrador and seeing the 
people’s needs gave them medicine and the Gospel. Were 
these beautiful lives? 

How can you make your life beautiful? 


November 21, 1937 
THANKSGIVING 


(Let the Juniors plan a program and either give it at the regular 
meeting or invite the congregation to share.) 

First—Find out what Thanksgiving means to children—big dinner, 
good times, holiday, time to go to Church and thank God for 
blessings ? 

Second—Where can we learn more about Thanksgiving? 

from Bible—Psalms are Thanksgiving hymns. 
from Hymnal—Thanksgiving hymns. 
from Books—Thanksgiving stories. 
from Parish School magazine, Lutheran Boys and Girls, 
and other Church papers, poems, stories, etc. 
from Pastor, teacher, parents—ask them about Thanks- 
giving. A 
Third—What can we do in our meeting? ‘ 
Read the story of the Jewish feast of thanksgiving 
from the Bible. 
Learn the story of the Puritans and the first Thanks- 
giving in America. 
Learn a new Thanksgiving prayer. 
List the things we are thankful for. 
Have sentence prayers of thanksgiving. : 
Write a thanksgiving prayer to be used in the meeting. 
Make a large poster with pictures on it illustrating the 
things for which the Juniors are thankful: the 
Church, home, parents, clothes and food, the har- 
vest, peace, our country, etc. " 
Make a Pilgrim Village (60 cents from United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, 
Pa.) and a set of Thanksgiving Panel Posters 
(50 cents) to illustrate story of America’s first 
Thanksgiving. | 
Share Thanksgiving in some way: 
Thanksgiving cards 
Fruit to shut-ins 
Flowers to sick 
Fruit to hospital bes , . 
Scrapbook of Thanksgiving pictures to some child 
Canned goods to hospital 
Food to orphan home or settlement 
Clothes or food to needy ; : 
Choose from these suggestions and let Juniors make their own 
m. 
Dae A ser outatt like this was worked out by one group, each number 
selected and prepared by them: ’ 

Worship—Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Scripture Psalm—Thanksgiving < 

Psalm—“O Come Let Us Sing unto the Lord 
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Prayer—Thanking God for His blessings, written by a Junior 
Scripture—The Old Jewish Thanksgiving—from Bible 
Story—A Thanksgiving story selected irom Church papers 


Dramatization—The Puritan’s Thanksgiving 
Why We Are Thankful—Talk by Junior 
Collection of gifts to be sent to orphan home 
Closing Hymn—‘‘Now Thank We All Our God” 


November 28, 1937 
AIMING HIGHER 


A Course for Juniors on World Peace 


(By Mary E. Propst) 
Materials: 
Broken Guns, by Eleanor H. Brainard. A reading and source 
book. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. 
Aiming Higher, by Mary E. Propst. Helps for the leader based 
on “Broken Guns.” Price, 15 cents. 
Picture Map of the World. Price, 50 cents. 


SESSION II 


References: (Page numbers refer to booklet ‘“‘Aiming Higher.’’) 

Read again “The Purpose of the Course,” page 3. If you have 

already done so, select a project from “Suggestions for 
Activity,’ page 13. Use the procedure as suggested for 
Session II, page 17, or adapt it as found desirable. 

Not long ago a group of friends, coming from many lands, met 
in a World Conference at Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. One of the 
deepest convictions of friends is a love of peace. In this World Con- 
ference representatives from China and Japan could sit together as 
true friends, agreeing that war between their countries is wrong. 

Let the Juniors pretend that they are children of one of these 
eastern countries and try to imagine how real their discussion of war 
and peace would be following the lines suggested in Session II. 

Stress the need to “talk Peace.” If enough people in the world 
would make up their minds that war is senseless and useless, war 
could be stopped. In this connection, lead the Juniors to plan for 
a public meeting to which parents and friends may be invited. 

(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society.) 


PROGRAMS FOR THE LITTLE LEAGUERS 


Use the booklet, ‘‘Programs for the Little Leaguers,”’ 
little folks under eight years (25 cents from Headquarters.) 

Use the suggestions given there and the additional hints here. 

If you have no group of little folks, start one now. It will help 
your real Juniors. 

Use this booklet of programs and the Little Leaguers’ Reading 
Course. The books are: 

Esa: A_ Little Boy of Nazareth 

Jesus: Friend of Little Children 

Hosanna to the King 

The Farmer and His Field 

The total cost is $1.25. 


for the 


November 7, 1937 
THE PEOPLE WHO COME HERE IN BOATS 


Arrange this meeting to teach about the folks who came to us 
from other lands. 

Books of Paper Dolls may be secured at the five-and ten-cent 
stores which show the different nations of Central Europe, and these 
may be used for scrapbooks, posters, and to teach the children. 

Talk over the Italian, the Czeks, the Spanish, the pike 
Slovak, and Hungarian, and tell a little of how our Church is helping 
these people. 

Arrange on a large table blue paper to represent the ocean and 
brown paper cut to represent Europe and America. Make small 
paper boats to bring the people. Name these for the countries, so 
the little ones may become familiar with some of our Lutheran im- 
migrants. 

Put pins in Europe and America where these immigrants are, 
and stretch colored string between. Talk over what some of these 
immigrants have given us. (Did you like our picture “Madonna of 
the Chair’ last Christmas? An Italian gave us that! Do you like 
beautiful embroidery; how many of you have a “peasant dress?” 
Our friends in Czecho-Slovakia gave us that, etc.) Then cut small 
Churches from white paper and place in America in various places to 
show how our Church is helping these people. 

Gifts may be decided upon for one of our missions, one of the 
Italian kindergartens, one of our Settlement houses, or the Sunday 
School of one of our Slovak Churches. 


November 14, 1937 
FOR ALL THINGS GIVE THANKS 


Follow suggestions in booklet. This is a Work Meeting. At the 
next meeting a program will be given. 

Let the Juniors come and help the little ones at this meeting. 
If this is done, a Pilgrim Village (50 cents from United Lutheran 
Publication Hcuse, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) can be 
made. The little ones can color the figures, the Juniors can cut out 
and set up the village for them. 

A set of Plegrim Panel Posters can also be made (50 cents) with 
the help of the Juniors. 

_ If you have little ones who have an Indian suit, and a Puritan 

suit, let them act ou! the story of the first Thanksgiving, ‘Tell this 
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story stressing how thankful the Puritans were for the help of the 
friendly Indians, the harvest and God’s care. - 

Teach prayers of thanks. Let little ones tell some of the things 
for which they are-thankful and then help each one form a short 
entence prayer. . 

: Peach, rather, We = Thee for the Night” and any other 
hymns of thanks you can find. 

‘ Show how sha first early settlers went to Church to thank God 
and use the picture, “Pilgrims Going to Church.” : 

Tell several Thanksgiving stories and teach any little verses and 
four-line recitations you have These you may find in Lutheran Boys 
and Girls and ‘The Parish Church School magazine. (Keep these on 
file and you will have available material.) 


November 21, 1937 
FOR ALL THINGS GIVE THANKS 


Make this a program meeting. Use the material suggested last 
meeting, and let the little ones give it for the mothers who may be 
invited. 

The offering for the day, announced beforehand, by writing the 
fact on the back of large yellow pumpkins cut from paper, and given 
to the children to take home, may be used to send fruit or flowers 
to some shut in or some one sick, or to the hospital. 


November 28, 1937 
THE GREATEST GIFT 


This lession begins the Christmas season. 

The little ones will soon be beginning to talk about “Santa 
Claus” and we cannot begin too early to teach them that Christmas 
is the day we celebrate because God sent us His very best Gift— 
His only Son, and that is the reason we have Christmas gifts. 

Follow hints in Booklet. Use pictures of the Baby Jesus. Begin 
the assembling of a Manger Scene. Booklets with beautifully colored 
pictures can be secured at the five-and-ten-cent stores giving all the 
figures. Do not set this up entirely at one meeting. Use parts of it 
as you tell the stories during December, and then let the little ones 
become familiar with each, until they can take down the whole 
scene, and then set it up, putting in figures one by one, naming them 
“Shepherd,” ‘Angel,’ etc., and tell the entire Christmas Story in 
their own words. 

Send now for pictures and make bells, putting a Christmas 
picture on each bell and learning a verse. 

Or if you have made bells, make stars for variety. 


“Our Latch-string Is On The Outside” 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


SERVICES 
2235 Pow. 7:30 P. M. 
10:00 A. M. 11:00 A. M. (WDAS) 


Hundreds Fill the Auditorium Ever 
Thursday Night, 7:30 (WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 


“Always Filled With Youth” 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


_ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration, 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


For Catalogue, Write 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 


proved by The Association of American Universities, A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, A.B., A.M., Litt.D. - - = = 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - 


President 
Registrar 
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Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE ‘ 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, ~ George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Muhlenberg Building 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


nl 
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Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive L[llustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 


of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
for the year 1937? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


JOIN THE © | 


Pocket Testament League 


DAILY BIBLE READERS 
MEAL TICKET 


Promote Daily Bible Reading 


7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Get your Luther Leaguers in the habit 
ss #2 of reading their Bibles daily. That is one 
CLAREMONT, N: Cc. League. This DAILY BIBLE READERS 

MEAL TICKET has proven a very bene- 


BIBLE READING MEAL TICKET ficial help in the stimulation of Daily Bible 
Reading. 


Chis Cicket E&ntitles ins 

a ‘ The tickets are given to the Luther 
Leaguers for use at the beginning of each 
eee Pee Te ate RUT Oe ne tpl) eA FSS month. Record of reading is kept each day 
to a daily measure from God’s storehouse of Breads, by punching out the date with a pin or 
Meats, Waters, Wines, Fruits, Milk, Honey, etc. = pencil point. At the end of the month, 
Ban cme aR =X FIED FS Gs EE EE have them turned in and make a survey of 

31 30 29 28 27 26 25 24 23 22 your Daily Bible Readers. 


Iilustration Shows Actual Size 
PRICES 
100 for $1.75 250 for $3.00 


Postage Paid 


Your League’s name and address (two lines of 
printing) will be printed at no extra charge. Print 


your copy. Remittance must accompany order 


KOK K OK & 


Cttractive Stationery 
100 NOTEHEADS $2.00 


St. Paul's Luther League 


Lexington, Ohia 


ENVELOPES 
Postage Paid 


Heavy weight blue paper in the Linen Laid 

design is used. Printing in deep blue ink. SIZE OF NOTEHEAD 
. . *. . 6 9 I 

Paper and envelopes match. Price includes two lines of printing ee ea 


and the Luther League Emblem. Both Noteheads and Envelopes 
are printed. For additional lines over the two, add 15 cents per line. 


SIZE OF ENVELOPE 
6% x 354 INCHES 


Orders mailed three days after receipt. 


Print your copy to avoid error. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG PENNA, — 


